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The Old County Jail front facade as it
would look after restoration.
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The Connecticut Museum of
Crime & Punishment

At the Old Middlesex County Jail
Saybrook Road, CT Route 154
Haddam, Connecticut

The incredible history of crime in Connecticut, the inevitably bad
consequences for the criminals, and the surprisingly interesting history
of the country’s oldest county jail

| ——— e
e |

The imposing but seemingly innocuous stone building in the center of Haddam at first
appears to be a large, historic home in this town which boasts more colonial-era house than
Williamsburg. But the sturdy structure, built of local “Haddam granite”, holds surprises
inside, in both its history and its accommodations. The original portion of the complex, on
the corner, was built in 1845 and reflects that era when Greek Revival style architecture
was in fashion. The stone is of local Haddam Granite, quarried from the hilltop across the
street. The vertical strip windows on the addition to the rear, however, are a clue that
something unusual is happening inside. This building houses a seriously grim and
foreboding cellblock!

This facility has its origins in 1786 when the original Middlesex County Jail was built here
and it remained active as a jail until 1969. The Town of Haddam acquired the property in
2007 from the State, as has been exploring possible ideas for reutilization of the buildings
and grounds. This proposal seeks to demonstrate that the Old County Jail can indeed
become a museum, but one dedicated to more than just its own very interesting history
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The strategy behind The Museum of Crime and Punishment is based on the following:

a. People are fascinated with crime stories. We always have been, always will be.

b. This building is a perfect backdrop for telling those stories. The rooms in the north
wing, or the Jailer’s Quarters, and the many cells in the jailhouse, lend themselves to
a variety of exhibit possibilities.

c. The stories will teach the school children who come to explore the museum that for
the criminals, it always ends badly. Indeed, crime does not pay. Hopefully what they
see and experience, including being locked in a cell, will become a deterrent for
them in the future.

d. Connecticut has a long and interesting history of crime and also punishment,
sometimes not deserved. From the 11 alleged witches hanged in Connecticut before
the Salem witch trials, to Haddam’s own mass-murderer, Emil Schutte, to white
collar criminals and corrupt politicians, there is an overabundance of material which
can been displayed here. And new material is being created every day.

e. One area of focus will be the role of law enforcement, the Connecticut State Police
and local police forces, in bringing the criminals to justice. An overview of the
departments, featured real-life stories, and profiles of heroic figures will bring a



better understanding of the importance of these men and women who put their
lives on the line every day. An additional possibility is a memorial exhibit for
those who lost their lives in the line of duty.

f. Haddam is a beautiful, bucolic town, which benefits to a minor extent from
nearby tourist attractions such as the Goodspeed Opera House, Gillette Castle, the
Essex Steam Train, numerous state parks and of course, the Connecticut River. A
well-designed, quality museum at this location could easily be a regular stop for
visitors to the area, and can be included in all the tourism materials covering this
area. Additionally, properly conceived and displayed, the museum could become
a regular destination for busloads of school children from all over the state.
Accordingly, the museum could be very successful in revenue-generating, and
will also bring in a stream of customers for Haddam’s existing businesses.

g. Funding for this project could come from a wide variety of possible sources,
including Federal and State Economic Development grants, Historic Preservation
grants and tax credits, private foundation preservation grants, corporate
sponsorship, gun manufacturers, and even the State Police and the State
Department of Corrections. Besides the daily ticket sales, the Jail could be rented
out for special events, parties, sleep-overs for the scouts, and whatever else might
come up.

h. An important part of the story of catching the criminals is the State Forensics Lab,
headed for many years by the famous Dr. Henry Lee. This can be a springboard

. for many interesting state and even national stories.
I. A natural companion piece to the Jail would be a restaurant open for lunches and
dinners and open evenings with food, drink and live music, “The Jailhouse Cafe”.

Ownership and management of the museum also holds a number of possibilities. After
economic feasibility studies were done, the Town or the State could decide to run it,
lease it to a non-profit or even a private for-profit party. The Connecticut State
Historical Society is a possibility to run it or be a partner. They have a well-developed
“Crime & Punishment” area of their website. Some examples are included here. The
Jailhouse Café could prove to be very successful in its own right, and could expand into
more of the floor space. Initially, offices on the upper levels could be rented to assist in
providing revenue. One possibility is that the Haddam Historical Society could staff
an office in the complex and manage the facility on a day-to-day basis.

The Town of Haddam has a historic building complex which needs to be repurposed,
and we have a potential long term, revenue-generating concept which would be an asset
to the Town and the entire Connecticut River Valley region. It certainly seems to merit
further investigation in terms of economic feasibility, and see if support would be there

from the people of the Town.

On the following pages is a sampling of some of the many possible exhibits, themes for
exhibits, and links to related resources. Also included are some examples of source
books and news articles, where many of these stories are already written.
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Photos of the Jail Complex
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THE MIDDIETO

Friday, June 29, 2012 | 75 cents MlddletownPress@com

An edition of New Haven Register

Catherine Avalone | The Middletown

Tom Finnucan, employed by Connecticut Tank Removal in Bridgeport, uses an excavator to demolish a 20-by-40-foot addition at the rear
of the historic Haddam Jail on Route 154 Wednesday morning.

Old Haddam Jail gets a facelift

By JIM SALEMI
Press Staff

@jimsalemi

HADDAM — The preser-
vation effort of the old jail-
house on Saybrook Road is
essentially complete,

A demolition crew
Wednesday razed a mis-
matched wooden addition
put on the rear of the granite
block building.

“|[The demolition] is a
step along the way of secur-
ing the building,” said Steve
Rocco, an architect and a
member of the Jail Adviso-
ry Committee and Haddam
Historical Society. “It was
a rear wing and one story
with a flat roof that did not
match the rest of the build-
ing, and it was leaking.”

The building has been in

a “state of decay” over the
years, but the main building
is in good shape, he said.
Prior to the razing of the
rear wing, a new roof has
been put on the main build-
ing and the windows rebuilt
to preserve them.

Rocco said the sashes had
been removed and double-
pane glass was installed to
preserve the historic win-
dows, rather than installing
modern ones. With the roof,
windows and rear wing
removed, the building is
now watertight, Rocco said.

“We got to the point where
it’s no longer deteriorating,”
he said. “The building is
historic and prominent and
definitely worth saving.”

Rocco said sheetrock will
have to be removed from
the main building because
it had gotten wet over the

years.

The town acquired the
building from the state in
2007. Prior to the town’s
ownership, the building
was used by the state police
as a training academy into
the 1990s.

“The selectmen formed a
jail restoration committee
about three years ago and
funded the restoration by
appropriating money each
year,” Rocco said.

There are about a half-
dozen active members on
the committee, he said, and
a use for the building has
yet to be determined.

“There are lots of ideas.
People have discussed using
it as office space, a bed
and breakfast, a museum,
a meeting space for Girl
Scouts and Boy Scouts,” he
said.

In the late 1700s, it is
believed that Haddam and
Middletownweredesignated
“half-shire” towns to share
the county seat because of
their central location. Each
town was required to erect
a courthouse and jail/work-
house in order to carry out
their responsibilities as a
half-shire town, according
to the Haddam Historical
Society.

Middletown erected a
series of jail buildings that
served as temporary quar-
ters for prisoners convicted
of minor crimes, while Had-
dam was the county’s prin-
cipal jail, according to the
historical society.

For a detailed history of
the Haddam Jail, visit the
Haddam Historical Society’s
website at www.haddam-
history.org/Jail.htm. 18




CT Museum of Crime & Punishment

Conceptual outline for exhibits



THE CONNECTICUT MUSEUM OF CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
CMCP CONCEPTUAL OUTLINE FOR EXHIBITS

Middlesex County Jail

Overall history: http://www.haddambhistory.org/Jail.htm

Why were people imprisoned here through the years? The crimes reflected the times.
What did the prisoners do here? Uniqueness as an agricultural prison farm, to rehabilitate.
Notable prisoners: Bobby Seale

9 held for murder in 1911

Famous crimes

Arsenic and Old Lace

New haven Jai Alai —Roger Wheeler and Whitey Bulger
Hartford Distributors- Omar Thornton

(Eventually) the Cheshire murders

New Britain serial killer, bodies near Rt. 9: William Devin Howell
Isabella Gardiner Museum $500 million art heist & R. Gentile
How to respectfully deal with Sandy Hook?

Famous prisoners

Emil Schutte of Haddam, Cremation Hill, his execution

CT hangs 11 witches before Salem trials began

Mad Dog Joseph Taborsky

Serial Killer Michael Ross

Wood Chipper Killer- Richard Crafts

Kennedy cousin Michael Skakel

The Amistad: shipload of prisoners on trial in New Haven
Unsolved: cold cases

There are dozens

Yale murder- Susan Jovin

wall of lost souls

http://www.angelfire.com/ct3/unsolvedct
http://www.ctcoldcases.com/whoami.html
http://www.ctcoldcases.com/serialkillers.html

Catching the Bad Guys

Connecticut State Police and local police forces

Tracking down the criminals

CSI & Dr. Henry Lee

DNA testing changes everything

Penny‘s murderer caught 28 years later by new technology
White Collar Criminals

Ivan Boesky

Martin Frankel

Wall Street wizards

20


http://www.haddamhistory.org/Jail.htm
http://www.angelfire.com/ct3/unsolvedct
http://www.ctcoldcases.com/whoami.html
http://www.ctcoldcases.com/serialkillers.html

Politicians

Gov. John Rowland

Mayor Phillip Giordano

Mayor Joseph Ganim

Exoneration of the Innocent

“The Innocence Project”

Successfully saved people- examples

Prisons

Old Newgate, first state prison, in caves: http://voices.yahoo.com/
old-newgate-prison-connecticut-held-prisoners-underground-3697450.html
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/history/famous-cases/brinks-robbery
Country Club prisons

High Security

Whiting Forensic Hospital

Niantic Women’s (movies of the 50s?)

Special exhibits

crime scene (could be interactive)

organized crime: Mafia in CT-. Jai-Lai execution,

Isabelle Gardiner Art Heist- ($50 million!)) Who has replaced them?
gallows outdoors

gas chamber

electric chair

firing squad

visit the farm

Connecticut’s Most Wanted
http://www.criminalwatch.com/mostwanted/ct.asp
http://www.fbi.gov/wanted/topten

Other museums
http://www.crimemuseum.org

http://www.travelchannel.com/interests/arts-and-culture/articles/crime-museums

http://www.jailmuseum.com/Home.70.0.html

Interactive (1)

spend the night in jail- scouts, class trips

party in the jail

CSlI: http://www.goldstar.com/events/washington-dc/csi-experience
firing squad (DC has one!!!)

firearms training simulator (DC)

high speed chase simulator (DC)

pics behind bars

pics in manacles (outdoors)



http://voices.yahoo.com/old-newgate-prison-connecticut-held-prisoners-underground-3697450.html
http://voices.yahoo.com/old-newgate-prison-connecticut-held-prisoners-underground-3697450.html
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/history/famous-cases/brinks-robbery
http://www.criminalwatch.com/mostwanted/ct.asp
http://www.fbi.gov/wanted/topten
http://www.crimemuseum.org/
http://www.travelchannel.com/interests/arts-and-culture/articles/crime-museums
http://www.jailmuseum.com/Home.70.0.html
http://www.goldstar.com/events/washington-dc/csi-experience

History of the Jail and property

Courtesy of the Haddam Historical Society



Haddam

“A Pretentious Stone Structure”

Thankful

The Haddam Historical Society

Preserving & promoting the history & heritage of Haddam

Historic Sites

A Brief History of the Middlesex County Gaol at Haddam

Middlesex County was formed in 1785
from towns that had previously been part
of Hartford and New London Counties
including Middletown, Haddam, East
Haddam, Killingworth, Saybrook, and
Chatham ( Durham joined in 1799). It is
believed that Haddam and Middletown
were designated "half-shire’ towns to
share the county seat because of their
central location. Each town was required
to erect a courthouse and jail/workhouse
in order to carry out their responsibilities
as a half-shire town. Middletown erected
a series of jail buildings which served as

temporary quarters for prisoners convicted of minor crimes, while Haddam was the county’s

principal jail.

With the arrival of the County Court House, Jail and the opening of the Middlesex Turnpike in
1802, the village of Haddam experienced unprecedented growth and became a regional
commercial and institutional center. Merchants, craftsmen, innkeepers and professionals
established themselves along the turnpike near the jail and courthouse and transformed the
town from a "closed” tight knit community to a thriving “cosmopolitan” center.

Middlesex County Court System

Superior Court was to be held in
Middletown on the last Tuesday of July
and in Haddam the last Tuesday of
January. The Court of Common Pleas
would meet in Middletown on the second
Tuesday of December and in Haddam on
the fourth Tuesday in April. This
arrangement continued until 1855 when
the County Court was abolished and two
additional terms of Superior Court were
established.
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The judges of the county courts and the

justices of the peace along with the county commissioners created the Civil Authority of the
county and were empowered to levy taxes and to otherwise supervise the construction of the
courthouses and jails. Maintenance of the buildings was supported by taxes and subscriptions
county wide. In 1836 the county authorities decided not to levy a direct tax to support the
county buildings but using tax lists apportioned the costs "among the towns of Middlesex
County.” This left it up to the town to raise the money and eliminated the county tax. This
hidden tax was added to citizen’s local tax bill.

For over a hundred years there were continuous campaigns and discussions about the necessity
of have two jails and two courts in Middlesex County. Middletown authorities relentlessly tried to
have the jail and court moved solely to their city and other Middlesex County towns such as
Saybrook campaigned to have the court moved to their communities. There were a number of
times when the County officials determined that only one courthouse and jail were needed but
never acted on the conclusion Somehow through political pull Haddam was able to hold on to the
prestigious honor of having the courthouse and jail which brought economic benefits to town as
well as the distinction of being the county seat.

The County Courthouse in Haddam tried cases that were county-wide and brought many people
to town including judges, lawyers, witnesses, jurors, and other parties in the case. Most of the
cases revolved around settling property conflicts, defaults on contracts, for damages or to recover
bad debits. Occasionally there were more infamous trials like the murder. The Courthouse stood
at the intersection of Walkley Hill Road and Saybrook Road and burned in 1929. The site is now
know known as "Courthouse Green”.

Prisoners

Prisons were the chief places to house
criminals. In the late 18 th century and
19 th century criminals in Middlesex
County included not only those who were
convicted of serious criminal acts such as
murder, burglary, and malicious injury
but those who were committed for
adultery, keeping a house of ill-fame,
trespassing on railroad property and
neglect of family. Records show that most
prisoners held at Haddam were
imprisoned for breach of peace,
drunkenness, vagrancy, and larceny. The
DAIRY BARN State of Connecticut had a State Prison

for criminals sentenced to hard labor and

for very serious crimes. The first was New
Gate Prison in Granby which operated from 1773 to 1827 when it was replaced by the
Wethersfield State Prison. Wethersfield operated until 1963 when all inmates were transferred to
the new prison in Somers. The County Jail was primarily used to house criminals convicted of
lesser crimes or those awaiting trial.
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In 1837 the state of CT passed an act which permitted counties to require prisoners after
conviction to be put to work, according to their strength and ability. The sheriff of the county was
designated the keeper of the jail. A deputy jailer was to be in charge of the labor and would
provide prisoners with food, clothing, tools, materials and health care when sick. The deputy
jailer was also acting as purchasing agent and sales agent for the jail. This allowed prisoners
being held for fine and costs only to pay off their debt by labor. In 1845 the State of CT gave the
county commissioners the right to hire a chaplain or religious instructor to be paid out of the net
profit.

Early prisoners housed in the Haddam Jail
worked various jobs including helping out
on local farms and industry. It is recorded
prisoners were responsible for erecting
the additions to the jail itself saving the
town a considerable amount of money.
By the early 20 th century the Haddam
Jail had established its own dairy and
farm which provided prisoners with full
time employment. The farm and dairy
provided food for the prison, local
Temporary Children’s Home and to sell.
The institution was said to be self-
sufficient and grew vegetables and raised
pigs, cows and chickens. The jail actively farmed until 1964-65. In 1914 feldspar was discovered
on the Jail property and prisoners were employed to quarry the stone which was sold to out of
state firms.

JANL FARM BURLDINGS

The jail grounds were never enclosed and
there were many successful escapes
because of the lack of security and small
staff. Prisoners frequently just walked
away and would jump a train or hitch a
ride out of town. Some long time
residents recall the Haddam Jail as being
called a country club and prisoners
described as "guests.” Many criminals
were "vagabonds” who needed a warm
place to stay during the winter and would
find a way to get themselves arrested so
they would have a shelter and hot food.
Prisoners would play baseball on the
grounds, take picnics to the Connecticut
River and even visit local restaurants and inmates could bring there own bedding and food was
allowed to be delivered from home.

Most of the prisoners held at the Haddam Gaol were incarcerated for lesser crimes such as being
drunk_aqd disordc_erly_, pfett_y theﬂ: a_ng brawling. _'_l’here were_al‘so men an‘d women held for
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committing murder including the infamous Emil Schutte of the Cremation Hill fame. In 1911
alone there were nine people at Haddam awaiting trial for murder including four men accused of
causing a train wreck in which one person died. There were marriages and births at the jail as
well as stories of corruption.

Jail in Haddam

The first Gaol in Haddam was built of wood and was located on a
lot on the south of intersection of "the road to the woods” -
(currently known as Jail Hill Road), and Middlesex Turnpike (now
Saybrook Road.) Within a year the Civil Authority was calling for an
addition to the jail and noted for the first of many times that
maybe only one jail was necessary for the county. Not much is
known about the early jail building.

In 1812, the first jail building was condemned and a replacement
was constructed on the same site. Written histories indicate that
the second jail was one story wooden building measuring 24" x 30°.
It featured small window openings with iron bars. After it was no
longer used as a jail it served as a storehouse of crops grown by
the prisoners including cabbages, turnips.

FEFLANATIS O
TS St e oty ol eme o s Wkhene Boapdes
- o . .

By 1843 it was determined by county authorities that the Gaols L e et e
and Workhouses in both towns needed t o be replaced. After Pl
considerable debate a tax was finally was passed to build a new jail
in Haddam, much to the dismay of Middletown residents.

In 1845, a stone cellblock was created on the north side of the

intersection to house criminals, the insane and debtors, and the

sheriff’s family. Samuel, Isaac and Jonathan Arnold were hired as

general contractors for the building. All three were active in civic affairs, operating a shipping
company, a quarry and lumber business as well as serving as selectmen, constables, justices of
the peace and legislators. The Arnolds provided all the raw material for the jail including stone
from their quarry. It is said that labor was done in part by the prisoners.

The Specifications of the Middlesex
County Prison, Haddam, Ct., delineate the
materials to be used to construct the jail
and workhouse, and the "mansion” built
to house the sheriff, his family, and
women prisoners. The keepers mansion
measured 37 x 28 feet and was believed
to be larger than any other private home
in Haddam. The second floor was to be
used to house debtors and the female
prisoners. The specifications outline
requirements for the Keepers dwelling,
plastering, glazing, doors, papering, stair
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called for stone laid in strong mortar with
2 feet thick along the cells and 15 inches thick against the hall. The front of the cells was to be
12 inches thick of stone or strong brick laid solid with strong mortar. The specifications even
detail the "orrifice for food”. The roof was to be covered with first quality tin, laid with a so
termed standing edge and covered with three good coats of Venetian red oil paint. The
"Statement of Expenses of Building the Goal and Workhouse at Haddam” totaled $9, 145.83. A
wooden workhouse and a barn were built by the Arnold brothers in 1855.

In 1878 a Second Empire style granite addition was added as housing for the women prisoners
and the jailer's family, as well as expanded spaces for his administrative duties. With managerial
facilities moved to the new section, more jail cells were added within the older building.
Unfortunately, the location of specifications for the mansard roofed addition is not known.

Newspaper articles written between the years 1899 and 1939 attest to the ongoing
maintenance of the building.In 1899 bathtubs, plumbing and "a heating apparatus” were
scheduled to be installed. Night buckets were still used in the women’ cells in the early 20 th
century. The plumbing in the rest of the building was described as "good.” The use of kerosene
lamps was a cause of concern, as was overall ventilation.

In 1939 there were three toilets, one
urinal and one shower in the men’s
section. Benches were provided for men
who ate in the cell block. The floor was
described as loose and unsafe. The four
women'’s cells were on the second floor
behind the sheriffs quarters. The area
was described as "poorly ventilated. The
windows at the left end of the corridor
being small and the door leading to the
back being set in such a way that no air
can circulate.” The report concludes that
the sheriff does not have the staff or
money to upgrade facility.

Conditions

A comparison of the costs of the Haddam jail in 1932 compared to the Tolland and Litchfield
prisons, which had similar numbers of internees shows that the Haddam sheriff was paid less.
The Haddam jail had, in addition to the sheriff, a matron, and a deputy jailer who was also the
farm superintendent. The Litchfield sheriff had, in addition, a clerk, four guards and a chaplain.
Haddam's Sheriff Thompson complained that the county could spend thousands of dollars on
sheets alone because the prisoners "take no care of them, but rip them to shreds, either in
anger or because they want a section for a bandage and don’t want to call the doctor available to
them. Living conditions at the jail were criticized by a few prisoners who were regularly
sentenced there for drunkenness. In a newspaper interview, the jailer stated, "a talk with
prisoners who have seen the insides of jails in other sections of the country brings out the fact
that the county lockup is a paradise compared to most.”
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In the 1890, Haddam lost its position as
county seat, and the court moved
permanently to Middletown, however
prisoners were still housed in Haddam. By
this time the only prisoners held here
were those awaiting trial or serving
sentences less than one year. Reports
state that a major remodeling was done
in 1955 for a cost of $250,000. This
included new cell blocks, visiting room,
guard’s office and kitchen. In 1960 when
the county government was abolished
the ownership of the property went to
the state. In 1964 another smaller
remodeling job was completed and
consisted of a new dining area to
accommodate 64 prisoners. Prior to the

expansion prisoners ate in their cells or cell block.

The jail remained active until 1969 when
inmates from all the county jails were
moved to the state prison. When the
building closed one editorial stated "there
was a certain humanity about the
Haddam Jail..it may not have been a
wholly pleasant for the involuntary
inhabitants..there were fringe benefits
including working in the dairy barn, the
fields or in the gardens. It became known
as the "the Country Club.”

The following year the building became gxiais
the Correctional Academy, and was later PRISONER'S DINING HALL

renamed the Connecticut Justice

Academy. It was used in the 1970's and

80's as a simulated lockup for prison guards who were treated like criminals. They were strip
searched, fingerprinted and put in prison clothes before being incarcerated for a weekend. For the
following three weeks they lived in the cellblock which became their dormitory. The rooms which
had been used by the jailer for his office and his family’s living space became a lounge,
classrooms and a library. The barn was transformed into additional classrooms.

In 2007 the Town of Haddam acquired the building and surrounding 51 acres from the State of
Connecticut. A jail advisory committee has been set up to work on the stabilization, restoration
and adaptive re-use of the property.
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Matron of the Haddam Jail (1904-1911):
May (Clement) (Atkins) Dickinson - Part One

May Clement. Photo by Kathleen Ely

By Kathleen Ely

May E. Clement was born Sept. 10,
1863 in Lockport, Niagara County,
New York. She was the third child of
Thomas, a blacksmith, and Catherine
(West) Clement.

On June 22, 1882, May and Charles
Sumner Atkins, a traveling salesman
from Middletown, CT, were married
in Lockport, NY. Together they had
two children, Their daughter Helen
was born April 2, 1883 in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, followed by a son, Horace,
born March 15, 1890 in Auburn, NY.
According to the 1892 New York State
Census, the family of four was living
in Lockport, NY. Charles’s occupation
was listed as Salesman.

On April 7, 1905, through Mid-
dletown Superior Court, May filed for
divorce from Charles, claiming deser-
tion on Oct. 25, 1898, and intolerable
cruelty. She stated that she had lived in
Connecticut for three years prior and
was employed as the Assistant Matron
at the Haddam Jail. The divorce was
granted on Oct. 27, 1905, She received
custody of Horace who at age 15 was
a minor, while Helen, 22, was of age
and married. As evidenced by May’s
diaries of 1911, 1914 and 1923, after
the divorce May, Helen and Horace
maintained a close relationship with
her former husband's family in Mid-
dletown, the Atkins and Coles.

I have not yet determined how May
obtained the job of matron at the jail.
It possibly came about through a8 fam-
ily connection. May'’s first husband,
Charles Sumner Atkins, was a first
cousin of Annie Talmadge (Atkins)
Davis who was the wife of Richard Da-
vis, the County Sheriff and May’s boss.
The Assistant Matron, Alice (Davis)
Harris, was the Sheriff's daughter. On
the first page of the 1911 diary May
wrote; "May E. Atkins, Haddam, Dec,
25th "10. From Cousin Alice," implying
the relationship. When Helen visited
this area, she stayed with her father's

sister, her aunt Mary Atkins, on Col-
lege Street, Middletown.

Around the time May filed for
divorce, in late 1904 or early 1905,

he was hired as either the Assistant
Matron, or Matron, of the Haddam Jail,
A benefit of this position was housing
and therefore she was able to live in the
“mansion” quarters. One of her duties
1s Matron was to update the jail record
log books, entering admission and dis-
charge notes when the prisoners came
and went. Her distinct handwriting
is obvious in the log books beginning
with her first admission entry on May
26,1903, though she surely recorded
ischarges from earlier inmates.

The jail log entries amount to filling
in the blanks regarding an inmate’s
name, alias, age, height, male, female,
color, complexion, hair, nose, married,
read and write, temperate, moderate
drinker, habitually intemperate, in
prison before, where born, where tried,
crime, how held (number of days and

fines and costs), occupation, what court,
officer making arrest, complainant,
the dates of arrest and discharge and
finally a section for remarks. The older
log books included a photograph of
the prisoner; however the books of this
period do not. Most of the prisoners
had been arrested because of intoxica-
tion, vagrancy, theft, obscene language,
and breach of peace, although there was
an occasional murderer. Since most of
the inmates were non-violent, they were
enlisted to help around the jail house.

To be continued...stay tuned for Part
Two.

Editors Note: Sources for this series in-
clude The Middlesex County-Historical
Society, The Haddam Historical Society,
The Russell Library, The Brainerd Li-
brary, Haddam Town Hall, The Penny
Press, The Hartford Courant, Middle-
town City Directories, The Connecti-
cut Register & Manual, and author’s
personal collection,
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Stories of Local Interest

" BURGLARS ROB A POST OFFIOL.

HiccaxuMm, Conn., Nev. 1.—The Savings
Bank and Post Office Building here was enterod
by burglars on Wednesday night. They drilled
8 hole in the top ef the safe, and by some explo-
sive material blew the safe aoors open and Be-
cared $150 in bills, but negleoted to take about

$200 in postage stamps. The thieves also left
& little silver change. They entered R. D.
Speneer’s store and touvk a few articles. The ex-
losien alarmed the watohwan at the Higganum
anufacturing Company’s works, whe went
pver near the Post Office. The burglars tired on
o watchman aod he retreated and gave the
rm through the villagze. Before the citizena
soald reach the Post Office the burglars had se-
uted their booty and fled. The thieves falled
o got Into the inner box in the sate. The bank
ill not lose anything i1n the way of money.
his 18 the sixth time the Yost Oflice has been
entered withun a few years. There is no olue to
the shinves.
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THE STORY OF EMIL SCHUTTE
HADDAM’S OWN MASS-MURDERER
By Liz Warner

While doing research for the book on the history of Haddam (Portrait of a River Town, Greater Middletown
Preservation Trust, 1984), | spent every day in Haddam for three years. | got to know the history of the town well

and talked with many local residents. | thought of the place as home.

I picked up pieces of the story of Cremation Hill here and there... Schutte, murder, burning... However, the story
from one person to another was never the same. Therefore, | devoted about a year researching what really

happened! The funny thing is, the reality was so much more interesting than the myths.

The trial and subsequent hanging of Haddam’s own Emil Schutte for the murders of the Ball family of Haddam

caused a sensation in Connecticut during the 1920s.

Born on December 4, 1867, Emil Schutte was 20 years old when he arrived in New York from Germany, possibly
the Saxony region, on October 1, 1887. Seven years after he arrived, Marie J. (maiden name unknown) emigrated
from Germany, and they were probably married soon afterward. Marie Schutte was 10 years younger than Emil,

only 17 years old when she came from Germany to New York. One account described her as kind looking woman,

with dark hair and eyes, and slender.

Emil and Marie Schutte had seven sons. Their eldest, Walter, was born in New York in 1898. The other six boys
were all born in Connecticut: Julius in 1899, William in 1902, Rudolph in 1904, Emil R. in 1906, Gustav in 1908,
Herbert in 1912, and Wilson in 1915. By 1908 the Schutte family was living on the Middlesex Turnpike, in the
Shailerville section of Haddam just north of the Baptist Church, and Emil was the owner of his own farm. By 1918,
Emil also operated a grocery store on the property. By 1920, a gasoline pump in front of the house provided the
increasing automobile traffic on the turnpike with a place to fill up. A small shed adjacent to the house advertised

that Schutte also sold grain, hay, and feed supplies.

Schutte did well, financially. He had some powerful friends in Middletown. However, he was not well liked. It
may have been his German heritage at a time when America was at war in Europe, but most likely, it was his
shady dealings. He’d had at least two lawsuits that he lost related to selling land that either he didn’t own or that

he misrepresented. He threatened those who filed against him.

| had the great fortune in 1990 to interview an elderly Haddam resident who remembered the Schutte

family. William Meyers was born in 1903 and grew up on Walkley Hill Road in Haddam center. His father was
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a butcher and did odd jobs for a wealthy neighbor. Meyer attended the small school across from the Brainerd
Library with William and Rudolph Schutte. Meyer recalls that Emil Schutte was a scary man, with only a faint

German accent.
Meyers saw Mrs. Schutte as a “little old lady,” although Marie was not yet forty years old.

It was clear, Meyers said, that Marie Schutte was terrified of her husband and worked like a slave in the store

and on the farm. He referred to the Schutte children as “different.”

Meyer remembered clearly one visit to the Schutte store in about 1915. His father had gone to the Dickenson
place on Plains Road to butcher a pig. After killing the animal, cleaning and hanging it to drain, they headed to
Schutte’s to pick up some supplies. While his father was in the store, William wandered out back and saw
Gustav Schutte, who was known as Gussie. With William as his audience, Gussie grabbed a live chicken,

ripped off its head and began to eat the struggling fowl.

It was Julius, however, who seemed to suffer the most from his father’s temper. Even Meyer knew that Julius
was beaten more often than any of the Schutte children. Julius Schutte told authorities that when he left for the

Navy in 1916, his father’s parting words were, “Go, and may the first bullet that comes along strike you dead.”

Emil Schutte’s life began to unravel on Wednesday, May 18, 1921. On the evening of that day, Marie and Emil
argued about some land that Emil had put in Marie’s name. Evidently, some years earlier, most of Emil
Schutte’s land holdings had been transferred to his wife to protect them from any lawsuit that might risk his
investments. On the advice of her sons, Marie Schutte resisted signing over the property to Emil on that
Wednesday, and he threatened her with a revolver. When she ran to her son Walter’s house nearby, Walter came
to her defense and fired a shotgun over his father’s head. The family, in support of their mother and in fear of
their lives, had Schutte arrested. With their father in custody, the sons finally blurted out the past sins of their

father.

Within three days of Schutte’s arrest for threatening his wife, he was a suspect in four murders, and authorities
were looking for links between Schutte and several local disappearances and arson fires. Police investigations,
however, concentrated on the disappearance of Dennis LeDuc in April of 1921, and the deaths of Joseph Ball,

his wife, and their son in 1915.
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For the next two or three months, the state police, the Middlesex County sherift’s office, led by Sheriff Burt
Thompson, and the state’s attorneys office worked to piece together a case against Emil Schutte. Schutte’s

own sons provided most of the incriminating information.

When | left you on Wednesday, Emil Schutte of Haddam had been arrested on May 18, 1921, for threatening
his wife Marie with a shotgun. Once he was locked up, his sons went to the police to tell them what they

knew about their father’s activities over the years.

Two days after Schutte’s arrest, on a tip from Schutte’s sons, the authorities picked charred bones, buttons
and buckles from a brush pile on property belonging to Emil Schutte atop Cremation Hill. Authorities
claimed the remains belonged to Dennis LeDuc, an older French-Canadian man who had been working for

Schutte as a farm hand. Evidence suggested the fire had been set with kerosene.

During a pre-trial hearing to determine if there was sufficient evidence to try him for LeDuc’s murder, three
Schutte boys testified that their father and LeDuc had argued loudly on the evening of April 21, 1921.
Rudolph Schutte, aged 17, claimed that he had seen a wounded Dennis LeDuc the next morning “with a hole
in his head through which the brains seemed to beat.” When Rudolph asked him about it, he said he’d never

been so drunk in his life and had no idea what had happened to him. Mrs. Schutte dressed his wounds.

William Schutte, then 20 years old, testified he saw LeDuc dead on his cot in the barn the following day.
Several people recalled a large brush fire was reported later that day atop Cremation Hill, and LeDuc was
subsequently noticed missing. The state claimed the motive for the killing was money; Schutte owed LeDuc

$100 for a season’s work.

In early July, the court determined the state had enough evidence to try him on the murder of Dennis LeDuc.

The Haddam court was overturned and charges were dropped against Schutte in regards to LeDuc’s death.

The state turned its efforts to the deaths of the Balls. In 1915 a tragic fire had claimed the lives of three
members of the Joseph Ball family and their deaths had been attributed to asphyxiation. With information
from the Schutte boys, the bodies of the Ball family were exhumed from the Haddam cemetery and within
the caskets examiners found several spent shells, verifying that they had been shot. In September Schutte was
bound over for trial, scheduled to begin on October 4, 1921, at the Middlesex County Superior court in
Middletown.
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As the state built its case against Schutte, a horrified public followed every detail released in the press and
gossiped about the brutal man living amongst them. Meanwhile, Schutte sat in the Haddam jail awaiting trial.
The Haddam jail, located on the Middlesex Turnpike (Route 154) at the intersection of Jail Hill Road, was
built in 1845 at a time when Haddam and Middletown shared the county seat. By 1920, Haddam no longer

had half-shire status, but its jail continued to serve the lower part of Middlesex County until the 1980s.

When the trial started, the state’s star witness was Julius Schutte, aged 22. Julius testified that in the wee
hours of the morning of December 10, 1915, he and his father had sneaked up to the Ball’s shack in the north
end of the Tylerville section of Haddam, less than a mile from Schutte’s house. Julius carried a 38-caliber rifle

and oilcan, while his father brought along a shotgun, a bag of kindling, and two bags of shavings.

While on their way to the Ball property, Emil soaked the shavings in the oil. Julius stated that his father
ordered him to put the bags of shavings next to a rear entrance to the Ball house and light them with matches.
After the fire began near the back of the house, screams could be heard within. Emil opened fire on the Balls
as they fled out the front door. First Mrs. Ball was shot and tumbled down an embankment in front of the

house.

Jacob Ball, eighteen years old, came out with a revolver in his hand and was shot. The elder Joseph Ball was
shot as he ran around the house looking for the source of the fire. Only the boy seemed to remain alive. Julius
fired two shots at the boy, but both missed. Emil Schutte walked up to Jacob Ball, put his foot on his shoulder,
and fired point blank into the back of his neck. Together, Julius and Emil dragged the bodies back into the
burning house. As they left the scene, Emil turned back to watch the house now engulfed in flames and

commented to his son, “The fire is burning fine. It looks pretty.”

What was the root of this venomous hatred Schutte felt? A feud had been brewing between the Balls and the
Schuttes for several years. Both were immigrant families who had arrived in America about the same time,
but their experiences could not have been more different. The Balls were Bohemians, from the western

province of modern-day Czechoslovakia, near eastern Germany.

The Balls resided in the Moodus section of East Haddam for several years where they became wards of the
town. In about 1909, the town of East Haddam bought them a house in Tylerville, on an unused road that ran
from the turnpike to the Camp Bethel grounds (off present-day Ferry Road) to give them a fresh start and
remove them as a burden on their community. Their one-room house, barely more than a hut, provided them

with merely a roof over their heads.
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The Balls were considered undesirables and their neighbors greeted their arrival with disdain. Probably none
more than neighbor, Emil Schutte. Joseph Ball’s house stood adjacent to a small building he used to house
woodchoppers in his employ, including Dennis LeDuc. Schutte wanted to sell this piece of property south of
the Ball place, but was ordered off the land by a shotgun-toting Joseph Ball. Schutte commented several

times that he felt he would never be able to sell the land as long as the Balls lived next door.

There is no doubt that life had been hard for the Ball family. Numerous accounts refer to them as an elderly
couple. However, Joseph and his wife were barely 50 years old when they moved to Haddam. Just prior to
leaving East Haddam, the local probate court judge committed their two sons, Michael, just nine, and 12-
year-old Jacob, to the county orphanage in Haddam because the parents were unable to properly care for
their children. For almost two years, the boys lived in the county home, less than two miles from the Ball

house in Tylerville.

The Ball children were allowed to attend the Haddam center school, at least for a time. William Meyer, who
| interviewed in 1990 about his early life in Haddam, was asked by his teacher to tutor Michael Ball, in about
1910. It seems the teacher felt Michael’s New York accent was unacceptable and William was charged with

tutoring him in a Haddam dialect of the English language.

It surprised Emil Schutte more than anyone that he was found guilty of murder.

As the two previous articles explained, Schutte, a Haddam grocer and, for a short time, a town constable, was
accused by his sons in May 1921 of murdering the Ball family and an itinerant worker. Schutte covered up

both murders by burning the remains of his victims.

Schutte went to trial in the summer of 1921 for the 1915 Ball murders, and his sons, Julius and Walter,
were the prosecution’s main witnesses. Julius, 22, testified that he and his father set a fire at the rear of the
Ball house in Haddam, and then shot Mrs. and Mrs. Joseph Ball and their son Jacob as they escaped the
burning building. Together the two Schuttes tossed the victims back inside. The house and the bodies

went up in flames.

Initially, the deaths of the Balls were ruled an accident. After Julius went to the police and told them the
tale of the events, their bodies were exhumed and bullets were found in the casket near the decomposed

bodies.

Emil Schutte, meanwhile was locked up in the Haddam County jail. He presented an arrogant and

combative public image. And everything he said and did was reported in the Middletown papers.
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When a representative from the Salvation Army came to minister to the souls in the Haddam jail, Schutte
expressed disinterest, refusing the gifts of a Bible and salvation. The public was shocked when Schutte fired his
attorney Gustav B. Carlson in early August because he was unwilling to pay the lawyer fees. For a few days,
Shutte insisted he did not need a lawyer, then sought out the services of a high-powered Hartford attorney to

replace Carlson. It made news when Schutte shaved his mustache in mid-August.

On October 21, 1921, the jury returned a verdict of guilty on three counts of murder in the first degree. The local
paper noted that Schutte, “who has maintained himself throughout the trial with a stoicism typical of his race,”

remained calm when the verdict was pronounced.

On the evening before sentencing, Schutte tried to kill himself by slitting his wrists, and the sheriff sent him to the
State prison where he could be better monitored. The sentence was for Schutte to hang at the State prison in
Wethersfield in April of 1922, six months hence. During those intervening months, the reality clearly set in for
Schutte. Schutte appeared desperate as his appeal wound through the courts. He wrote letters to old friends to
help him. In return, most of friends turned the letters over to reporters who published them as news. In a letter to
Yale Gordon of Middletown, a business acquaintance, Schutte’s reminded him about how fair he’d been to him in

business and requested that he come to court and put in a good word for him.

His hanging eventually took place on October 22, 1922, one year after he was convicted. He was buried in an
unmarked grave in Pine Grove Cemetery in Middletown. Marie Schutte remarried and moved to New Canaan
with the youngest of her children. The older Schutte boys, particularly Julius, continued to run afoul of the law

here and there, and then eventually left the area.

The former Tylerville home of the Schutte family, located on the east side of Middlesex Turnpike, was put on the
market in September of 1922, and subsequently purchased by Alton Bolster, a retired New York policeman. He

set about to improve the old place with new paint and modern improvements.

On a cool October night, after they had gone to sleep, the Bolsters were awakened by a neighbor pounding on
their door at about 10:45 p.m. Flames were spreading from under the front veranda and threatening to engulf the
entire house. Within an hour there were several hundred people at the scene who helped the Bolsters save

furniture and other important belongings.

Fighting the fire was hampered by the fact that no well was available on the property and Haddam did not have a
full-time fire department. The house was a total loss. Arson was suspected. Now all vestiges of the Schutte

family were erased in Haddam, up in flames.
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ROSES TO GALLOWS

WEATHERSFORD, Conn., Oct. 24. — Grasping in his hand two pink roses which
had been brought to his cell, and well nigh speechless with terror, Emil Schutte,
triple slayer, former storekeeper and constable of Haddam, was hanged today at
the State prison. His only utterance was, “Well, goodby,” as the death cap was
drawn over his head.

-Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Oct. 24, 19522

Our rose-clutching former
storekeeper was n

who dld well for hlmself in
Middiesex and tyrannized his wife
and his brood of seven sons.

The weakness of the “despotic
patriarch” gambit Ires in rts tendency|
to incite the clan to v Sance.

And in this case, the clan had the
goods on Emil Schutte.

In 1921, after Schutte threatened
his wife with a gun, his sons
protected the mother and shopped
Schutte for four different shooting-
arson murders: that of Dennis
LeDuc, a former Schutte farmhand
found burned to death on the
property; and, that of the three-
member Ball family, who were
Schutte's feuding family rivals.

Though evidence in the LeDuc case was too weak to try, the Ball case was more
than worth its clutch of roses.

Emil's son Julius Schutte testified that as a teenager, he had helped his father set
fire to the Ball house early one morning in 1915. Emil Schutte shot them dead as
the fire flushed them out of the house.

The deaths had initially been ruled accidental, but Julius's testimony was powerfully
corroborated when the Ball graves were unearthed to reveal spent bullets that time
had insensibly coaxed out of the blistered cadavers.

So ... pretty compelling evidence.

SUSPECTED OF 4 MURDERS.

Connecticut Store Keeper Held for
Attempt to Kill Wife.

Bpecial to The New York Times.

MIDDLETOWN, Conn., May 21.—Emil
Sechutte, 63 yeara old, a general store-
keeper of Shallerville, In the town of
Haddam, is in the county jail in Had-
dam held under a temporary charge of
assault with intent to kil hisz wife and
awalting the probable filing of a charge
of murder in the flrat degree. The
charge may accuse Schutte of the mur-
der of four persons, all of whom were
cremated.

Dennis Ladue, 87 years old, a French
Canadian; Joseph RBall, 50 years old:
his wife, Mra. Joseph Ball, and his son,
Jacob Ball, 18 vears old, are the four
for whose deaths the authorities may
hold Schutte responsible. The Ball fam-

ily was destroyed Dec. 10, 1615, Ladue
was murdered about Apr!i 25 last. Re-
venge iz believed to be the motive for
t.l'n:.!El first crime and robbery for the sec-
on

The lﬂ-reu-old son of Hchutte, whom
the ta.Lher had fregquen ;.H beaten, hrol:e
dowm under questioning and con-
fesased tha. he saw the body of Ladue
in his father's old mill the afternoon
Ladue disappeared and later saw Schutte
burn the body In a pile of brush in the
woods. 'The skeleton of a man has been
found in the ashes.

Other gons of Bchutte are said to have
declared that their father set fire to
the Ball house and shot the three in-
mates as they ruahed out

Ehe New Jork Times
Published: May 22, 1921
Copyright @ The Mew York Times
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by Ed Schwing

In the early morning hours of Monday, July 17,
1899, James Tyler Smith of Chester was abruptly
awakened by his son Louis.

“It is Mr. Hough, I think he'’s committed suicide!”
The elder Smith jumped out of bed and followed his
son to the room he was renting to Joseph Hough.
When Smith opened the door, he found a groaning
Hough lying on his bed and covered in blood. His
right hand was clutching a razor and a deep wound
could be seen on his throat.

“Louis, get the doctor quick,” Smith yelled to his
son.

Doctor Frederick Smith, who lived close by, arrived
at the Smith residence around 3:00 a.m. and found
Hough still conscious but having only a weak pulse.
He quickly determined that the throat wound,
while deep, was not life threatening and proceeded
to sew it up.

When the doctor was done, he asked a pale looking
but still conscious Hough what had happened to
him that evening. In a clear and unemotional voice,
Hough proceeded to tell the doctor a story that
would be labeled by the press at the time as “one
of the most brutal jealousy murders in Middlesex
history.”

Continued on pg. 3




MURDER—Contd

Chester 1899

The Smith family lived in an attractive
house about one and a half miles from
the village center on what is now West
Main Street. Mr. and Mrs. John Smith
had two sons, and a twenty-two year old
daughter, Mary Smith.

Mary was described as being “of medi-
um height, a brunette, plump in figure,
very good looking and given to dressing
attractively and in good taste.” She was
an accomplished pianist, loved bicycling
and had a passion for photography.

She had a boyfriend, twenty-four-year-
old Harry Chadwick from Cobalt. They
were not formally engaged, but had
been seeing each other for about four
years by the time Hough, a thirty-one
year old widower, appeared in Chester.
The young Chadwick had moved to
New Britain where he worked at The
Stanley Works during the week. Every
Saturday he would bicycle all the way
down to Chester to pay a visit to Mary
and return to New Britain on Sunday
evening,

His bicycle trip back would be made in
the dark, following the road from Ches-
ter to Middletown by way of Haddam.
Around one o'clock in the morning he
would arrive in Middletown where a

Mr. Page, owner and operator of the
“night lunch wagon” on Main Street,
would remember the young man stop-
ping every weekend and getting some-
thing to eat before resuming his long
journey to New Britain.

Joseph Alonzo Hough was a carpenter
by trade and had moved to Chester a
few months earlier to work on differen:
projects in town. He became acquainte
with the Smith family and was offered
room and board in their house.

With Chadwick absent during the
week, people in town started to notice
that Hough and Mary had developed a
special relationship, one that included
taking long bicycle rides, photography
excursions and trips to New Haven anc
Middletown together during the week.

Hough'’s feelings for the young and
pretty Mary grew stronger by the day
and many described him as being mor
and more upset by Chadwick’s Sunday
visits.

Confession

Sunday, July 16 had been uneventful.
Harry Chadwick showed up as usual.
Everyone went to church. That warm
evening, around nine o'clock, the whol
family including Hough and Chadwicl
gathered around for ice cream. The cor
versation was light and pleasarit.

Around ten, everyone retired to their
respective bedrooms and Chadwick
started his trip back to New Britain, a
trip that would take him through Tyler
ville via what we know now as the Old
Chester Road.

As Hough explained to the doctor in t}
early hours that fateful Monday morn-
ing, and would later state in his first of
ficial deposition, he left the house befor
Chadwick did and waited for him in
the dark next to an icehouse near Clarl
Creek in Tylerville.

Continued on pg. :
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“I went to the point where the struggle
occurred to scare Chadwick so that

he would not come here to Chester so
much,” Hough told Coroner S.B. Davis
who had come from Middletown to
take the deposition after hearing of the
tragedy.

“I was waiting for him by a barn,” he
continued.” I went toward him and
made a noise to scare him. The first
thing I knew he came to me. I ran, but
he overtook me. We had a scuffle for
some time. I thought he was trying to
cut me. [ was stronger in my hands than
he was and caught him by the throat
and held on.”

Hough paused briefly.
“I did not intend to hurt him, but I got
desperate and kept holding on. I let

go when [ though he could not do any
harm. I put my head to Chadwick’s

breast and found that he was not
breathing.”

“I went down the path to Clark’s Creek
and found a boat. I returned and got
Chadwick's bicycle and put it in the
boat. I then went back, carried and
dragged the body down, put it in the
boat and tied it to the bicycle. I rowed
the boat down the creek to the river. |
went out into the river quite a ways and
threw the body overboard.”

“I never had any trouble with Chad-
wick,” Hough added, “I thought I could
scare him so that I could see a young
woman he came to see. When I came
home I thought I would call the folks,
but I looked too bad. I got a ladder and
got in by the window.”

Coroner Davis decided it would be best
to hold Hough in the small Chester
prison until he could confer with the
state attorney back in Middletown.

Blood in Tylerville

The same Monday morning in Ty-
lerville, Frank Watrous, who lived in
close proximity of Clark Creek, noticed
a brown hat in the road, traces of a
struggle, and a trail of blood leading to
where his fishing boat had been moored
the night before. His boat was now an-
chored about 100 feet from the shore. As
he would later testify, Watrous went out
to retrieve his boat and found the inside
stained with blood, one of the four oars
broken and covered with blood and hair
as well.

There were no protected police crime
scenes back in the 1800s and many

pieces of the evidence were collected
haphazardly by anyone who happened
to be in an area after a crime had been
committed. In this instance, the brown
hat turned out to be Hough’s and would
be used as key evidence against him.
Other witnesses would describe seeing
two big rocks stained with blood and
finding Chadwick’s gold watch and
chain on the ground.

As the news of the murder in Tylerville
started to spread around town, offi-
cials were alerted and joined the many
curious residents who had gathered
around the crime scene. Doctor Hazen,
Haddam’s medical examiner was seen
conferring with Haddam Selectman
Ephraim Arnold.

A team was quickly organized to search
the river for Chadwick’s body. Us-

ing their own boats and armed with

Continued on pg. 6
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grappling irons, fishing nets and poles,
Watrous and other fishermen from the
area proceeded to scour the bottom of
the cove. They worked all day but could
not locate the body and by Monday
evening the search was called off and
would resume the next morning.

Joseph Hough in Custody

On Tuesday morning it did not take
long for State Attorney Murdoch and
Coroner Davis to agree that Joseph
Hough should be arrested. Sheriff
Brown and Deputy Sheriff Scoville were
ordered to bring Hough to the county
jail in Haddam.

Brown and Scoville boarded the 2:28
p-m. train in Middletown and arrived
in Chester a little later that afternoon.
They formally arrested Hough and
brought him to the Chester railroad
station in time to catch the train back to
Middletown. According to witnesses, a
weak Hough had to be helped to board

the train. On its way to Haddam, the
train passed by Clark Creek and from
his seat in the railroad car, Hough had
a good view of the river and the men
in the boats searching for Chadwick’s
body.

“They are too far out in the water,”
Hough told Sheriff Brown pointing to
the boats. “It is closer to the shore.”

The train arrived at 5 p.m. in Had-
dam at the railroad station which was
located at the bottom of the hill facing
the Haddam Jail. Waiting at the station
was Jailor W. Odber who took custody
of Hough.

In Tylerville, Daniel Chadwick, the
father of the victim, had joined the team
searching for his son’s body in the river.
Interviewed by a reporter of the Penny
Press, the elder Chadwick confided that
he had been made aware of the actions
of Mary Smith in Chester and that he
had told his son that he felt she did not

care for him. He also mentioned that
Mrs. Smith, the mother of Mary, had
written a letter to his wife excusing the
actions of her daughter.

As night was falling, the men working
the river were getting weary and discour-
aged after another long day and were
about to leave for the night, when Frank
Watrous felt his net being entangled by
something at the bottom of the river. He
made sure to get a good hold and care-
fully pulled the object up to the surface.
With the body of Harry Chadwick came
the bicycle attached to it.

Watrous called on the other men and
they slowly towed Chadwick's body
back to the shore. As fate would have it,
the body was coming back to land with
the same boat it was brought into the
river.

The fishermen surrounded the body
and lanterns were brought. For those
present at the time, the sight was a ter-

rible one. It was clear from the major
head injuries that the young Chadwick
had been brutally murdered.

The next day an autopsy performed by
Dr. Hazen found that Chadwick had
been dead before his body was thrown
overboard by Hough. It also confirmed
that Chadwick suffered heavy blows to
the head, with death caused by a final
blow behind the neck. The body evi-
dence contradicted Hough's story that
he had acted in self-defense and acci-
dently choked Chadwick while fighting
with him.

The news that Chadwick’s body had
been found and that his wounds indi-
cated he had been brutally murdered
spread through Chester. The Penny
Press correspondent wrote:

“The feeling was very high in Chester
last night after Chadwick’s body had
been found and it is thought that if
Hough had not been removed to jail he

might have been lynched. There was
talk of going to Haddam Jail and trying
to obtain possession of the murderer.

Fifty or sixty of the friends of Chad-
wick congregated about the little jail in
Chester and uttered threats, but as they

lacked a leader no outward action was
taken.”

Haddam Hearing

A week after the autopsy was completed,
a hearing was held at the Haddam Town
Hall (at that time, the town hall was

on the green in front of the Thankful
Arnold House) in the matter of murder
charges against Joseph Hough. Presid-
ing was Justice Ephraim Arnold while
Judge Pearne represented the prosecu-
tion for the town of Haddam. Hough’s
attorneys were present as well.

Hough was driven in a two-seated
wagon from the Haddam Jail to the
town hall. Riding with him were Sheriff
Brown and Jailor Odber.

According to the Penny Press of July

30, 1899, “The Haddam town hall was
crowded with spectators, and among
them were many ladies. The liveliest
interest was betrayed in the proceedings
by the townspeople and Hough was an
object of great interest.”

Six witnesses were heard, including

Dr Hazen and Dr Plumstaed of East
Haddam who together performed the
autopsy, Frank Watrous, James Smith
and his son Louis and finally Dr. Smith.

After some deliberation, Justice Ar-
nold found probable cause and referred
Hough to the Superior Court in Middle-
town to be tried for first degree murder.
After the hearing Hough was taken
back to his cell at the Haddam Jail and
to be held without bond.

Trial

The trial of Joseph Hough started on
December 12, 1899, at the Middletown

Continued on pg. 8
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municipal building and lasted three
weeks. It was standing room only in the
courtroom, as it would be during the
whole trial with the crowd often over-
flowing the hallway.

Hough, who was still held at the Had-
dam Jail, would come in shackled to
deputy sheriff Scoville. It was said that
they had a hard time making their way
to the courtroom because of the crowd
standing in and outside the building.

Judge Ralph Wheeler presided over the
trial. The prosecution was represented
by state attorney Murdoch and Judge
Pearle. A jury of twelve men was seated
and Hough, represented by attorneys
Eugene Culver and William Coughlin,
pleaded not guilty to the charges.

4 The prosecution brought in many
witnesses and took great care to recon-
struct the tragic events that took place
in Tylerville on the night of July 17,
1899. To everyone in attendance, it was
clear that Hough would not escape the
facts that had brought him to this point.
Not the least damning was his own
confession made to Coroner Davis in
Chester the day following the murder.

| Instead, the battle between the prosecu-

tion and the defense focused on the
motive for the crime. Was this a crime
of passion committed by a jealous lover
defending himself in a fight with his ri-
val, or was it, as the prosecution argued,
a cold-blooded murder by someone who
was infatuated with a young woman
and would not accept she was in love
with someone else?

The prosecution argued that while
Hough and Mary Smith had common
interests and started a friendship, it was
never Mary’s intentions to leave her
boyfriend Harry Chadwick, a fact that
with time made Hough more and more
upset and jealous. Their key witness was
Louis Smith, Mary's brother, who testi-
fied that a week or so before the murder,
his sister had discussed plans for her
marriage to Harry Chadwick and how
she was looking forward to moving with
him to New Britain. Smith added that
Hough was present at the time and was
upset and looked very somber.

In contrast, the defense concentrated

on bringing in witnesses to describe the
many occasions they had seen Mary
Smith and Hough enjoying the compa-
ny of each other. In a cross examination,
Mrs. Smith, Mary’s mother, was asked
about that relationship:

“Hough went around some with my
daughter, after gaining my permission,”
Mrs Smith admitted. “Harry said he
had no objection to Hough going out
with Mary.”

“I did not know it was the talk of the *
town, and did not believe it was,” she
added.

Hough's Last Stand

Before the prosecution and defense
rested their respective cases, Hough was
given a last chance to speak. In fifteen
minutes he gave his version of the story,
one that implied Mary had played a big-
ger role than had been portrayed by the
prosecution. The story was recorded by
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the Hartford Courant correspondent at
the time:

“I became acquainted with Mary Smith
when I moved to Chester. I did not
know she was engaged to Chadwick
until I heard it here in court. She repeat-
edly told me she was not. I met her
often. She did not let her folks know of
our meetings.”

“Mary and I rode together, took pic-
tures, developed them and were often
in the parlor together. She told me she
liked me and I told her I liked her.”

“We were often together for hours. We
kissed each other, hugged each other,
and I threw my arm around her neck.
We were not engaged. Her mother did
not know the extent of our intimacy,
but there was nothing improper. I have
hugged and kissed her in the parlor,
developing room, and in the bedroom
when I was helping her make the beds.”

“Saturday, July 15, Mary and I were

in the parlor. She began talking about
Chadwick and said to me: “You look so
glum on Sunday, I wish Harry would
not come down every Saturday. I said:
‘Why don’t you tell him then?’ She
replied: I tried but he will come.” She
then told me that someone tried to
scare Harry one night and asked me if

I thought I could do it to keep him away.
I said I could. She asked “When?' I re-
plied: ‘Possibly Sunday night.™

“On Sunday night after [ went to bed I
could not sleep; it was too hot. I thought
of Mary’s suggestion, got up, went down
the front stairs in my stockings, got

my bicycle and rode until I came to the
place where Mary said Harry was held
up before. I waited, walking up and
down the road. When I saw Chadwick
he was walking on the right side of

his bicycle. I made a noise; he turned
his wheel and threw the light on me. I
turned my head to avoid the light and
then he was in front of me and he cut
the side of my face.”

Court scene sketch of Hough's trial from the Penny Press, December 22, 1899

Hough then proceeded to explain that a
scuffle ensued and denied hitting Chad-
wick with a stone, but just only holding
him by the throat and that after he real-
ized he was dead, dragged his body to
the boat and after attaching the bicycle,
throwing it in the river.

Verdict

The verdict came back on December
29. After four hours of deliberation,

the jury found Joseph Hough guilty

of murder in the second degree.

After the verdict was read, Judge
Wheeler immediately sentenced

Hough to life in state prison.

Epilogue

Shortly after the trial, Mary Smith
left for Philadelphia where she
stayed until her death; she never
married.

After serving 19 years in the
Wethersfield Prison Joseph Hough
appeared before the board of par-
dons and was granted parole and re-
leased in 1919. He lived and worked
as a carpenter in Hartford for 18
years until his death in 1937.

Hough petitioned three times for a
return of the civil rights he lost in 1900

and died a week before he was to receive
confirmation that they were finally
restored.

(References: Hartford Courant, Penny
Press, New York Times, Connecticut
State Library and Ancestry.com)
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Suffragette Helena Hill Weed of Norwalk, serving a 3 day sentence in D.C,

prison for picketing July 4, 1917
— Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division

English colonists who settled in the Connecticut Colony
employed a patriarchal system of justice with town leaders
creating early laws. Colonial crimes included blasphemy,
idleness, adultery, and stealing, and the punishments were
harsh and swift. Branding, ear cropping, dunking, and
public stocks and whipping posts located on town greens

were common ways to create social control. By the late 18th
century, however, views on corporal punishment began to
change and officials opened the state’s first prison in an

abandoned mine in Simsbury (now East Granby) where

those incarcerated would serve time for their erimes. In
1827 the state opened the Connecticut State Prison in

Wethersfield to house prisoners and in 1963 relocated

prisoners to the modern Osborn Correctional Institute in

Somers.
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The Shoe Box Murder Mystery

August 8, 2016

On the morning of August 8, 1886, on a walk through the
Parker farm district of Wallingford, Edward Terrill and his
dog uncovered what appeared to be a box of a dozen shoes
that had recently fallen from a cart. ...[more]

Categories: Cnme and Punishment, Everyday Life, The Industnal
United States, Wallingford

Connecticut Draws the Curtain on
Public Executions

August 2, 2016

Brooklyn’s status as county seat in 1831 resulted in the
town hosting what is widely accepted as the last public...

Read more » ...[more]

Categones: Brooklyn, Cnme and Punishment, Everyday Life, Law

The Automatic Gallows — Today in
History: June 18

June 18, 2016

On June 18, 1895, Jabez L. Woodbridge of Wethersfield
patented an automated gallows. The object of Patent No.
541,409 was... Read more » ...[more]

Categories: Crime and Punishment, Invention and Technology,

Alse Young Executed for Witchcraft —
1 Today in History: May 26

May 26, 2016

| On May 26, 1647, Alse Young of Windsor was the first
= person on record to be executed for witcheraft in... Read

more » ...[more]
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Gerald Chapman: America’s First “Public
Enemy Number One”

On October 12, 1924, in New Britain, Connecticut, Gerald
Chapman became America’s first “Public Enemy Number
One.” Having set out... Read more » ...[more]
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Notorious New-Gate Prison

New-Gate Prison courtyard, East Granby, 1850s — Connecticut Historical Society

By Gregg Mangan

The story of New-Gate Prison in East Granby includes more than three centuries of
history. Once a copper mine and notorious prison, it is now a famed tourist attraction
and a national historic landmark. Frequently referred to as either New Gate or New-
Gate, the site operated as a prison from 1773 to 1827 and could accommodate more than

100 prisoners in its caverns at any one time.
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Connecticut Seeks to Imprison and Reform Its Criminals

A view of the guard house and mines, East
Granby, 1781 — Connecticut Historical Society

The area that would become New-Gate Prison
was still part of the town of Simsbury in 1705,
when it was designated for mining copper ore.
Sixty-four town residents became the mine’s
proprietors and formed the first chartered
copper mining company in America. They used
the mine’s revenues to pay town expenses and
hire a schoolmaster. The proprietors eventually
leased their mining rights to speculators willing
to pay a portion of the ore they mined as rent.
By 1773, however, copper ore deposits became
harder to find and mining profits disappeared.

The Connecticut General Assembly explored
the idea of turning the mine’s labyrinth of caves
and shafts into a prison. In Connecticut, as well
as in the rest of the colonies, public views on
capital and corporal punishment were
changing. Before New-Gate opened, penalties
for breaking the law included whipping,
cropping of ears, or branding with a hot iron. As
the public became more sensitive to the
consequences of inflicting such pain and
degradation on fellow human beings, they
looked for alternative ways to punish law

breakers. Connecticut wanted to use the Simsbury copper mine as a place to isolate prisoners

from the rest of society and then reform them.

Colonel William Pitkin, Erastus Wolcott, and Captain Jonathan Humphrey visited the mines in
May of 1773 and found two shafts, one 25-feet deep with a ladder attached to it and another 67-
feet deep used for extracting the copper ore. Upon inspection, the men determined that by
carving a 16-foot lodging room out of the rock near the first shaft they had the makings ofa
formidable prison. The colony purchased the remaining years of a mining lease from Captain
James Holmes of Salisbury and installed an iron gate near the surface of the 25-foot shaft.

New-Gate was ready for its first prisoner.
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The Makings of a Prison

That prisoner, John Hinson, sentenced to 10 years for burglary, arrived on December 22, 1773.
Hinson escaped 18 days later by a rope lowered to him down the larger, non-gated mine shaft.
In the years that followed, officials at New-Gate oversaw numerous improvements to the site
in attempts to improve both the security and the economic viability of the prison.

One of these improvements involved the stationing of at least two guards to watch the prison
at night. During this time, New-Gate not only housed thieves, counterfeiters, and murderers
but Tories (a label given to those sympathetic to the British cause during the Revolutionary
War) as well. Connecticut’s Council of Safety feared that the addition of Tories to New-Gate
exacerbated an already uneasy situation that existed there. Some historians have theorized
that the poor treatment Tories received at New-Gate may have provided a pretext for the ill
treatment of American prisoners aboard British prison ships in the waters off New York City
later in the war.

In 1781, prison officials erected a picket fence encompassing an area of approximately 187 by
160 feet and then replaced by a wooden palisade in 1790. They built a 12-foot-high stone wall
in 1802 in the continuing effort to keep prisoners from escaping into the nearly five wooded
acres that surrounded the prison.

Inside the fence, New-Gate grew into a bustling prison community. The prison built a
guardhouse over the laddered mine shaft, which was complemented by a series of additions to
the prison complex over the next several decades. On the north side of the yard, they
established a nail and cooper’s shop. (A cooper was a craftsman who made and repaired
wooden vessels, such as barrels, casks, and buckets.) Across the yard on the south side were a
wagon and machine shop, a shoe shop, storeroom, kitchen, and chapel. In 1824, the prison
erected a four-story building containing offices, a treadmill, granary, a mess hall, and cells for
5o prisoners. These improvements intended to keep prisoners secure and employed making
commercial products to help offset prison operating expenses.

Daily Life on the Inside

At daylight, guards brought the prisoners up from the mines to the above-ground shops,
where they worked until 4:00 p.m. When the prison first opened, the inmates mined copper,
but New-Gate’s officials soon recognized the danger of putting digging tools in the hands of
prisoners and instead put them to work making nails. By the time the prison shut down in
1827, the state had expanded its operations and employed inmates as shoemakers, coopers,
blacksmiths, wagon makers, cooks, and basket makers. Those without trade skills dug stone,
leveled the ground or made other improvements to the prison grounds. The most famous of
the tasks assigned to the unskilled was operating the treadmill. Up to 22 men at a time

powered this long, flanged wheel by climbing the paddles blades—a motion akin to walking
up steps—in order to grind grain.
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At night, guards ushered prisoners back into
the mines where they devised plans for
escape and shared tricks for making
counterfeit money, false keys, and
incendiary devices. The mines were a
dreary, terrible-smelling place, where water
constantly dripped from the surrounding
rock. As former prisoner and master
counterfeiter William Stuart recalled in his
1854 autobiography, “armies o fleas, ice, |, New GelePrise, ool rany te50e
and bedbugs covered every inch of the floor Tusiey Susimed

which itself was covered in 5 inches of

slippery, stinking filth.”

Despite moving the majority of prisoners to above-ground cells in 1824, New-Gate’s
reputation drew a great deal of attention at the state capitol. The prison, originally thought to
be escape-proof and a crime deterrent, had instead garnered a reputation for its lack of
security. Prison reformers like Reverend Louis Dwight widely publicized the filthy conditions
at New-Gate, and despite all its revenue-generating operations, the prison never managed to
make a profit selling commercial goods. All of these factors led state officials to close the prison
in 1827 and to move inmates to the newly constructed Wethersfield State Prison.

New Life as a Tourist Attraction

After its 54 years as a prison, New-Gate became the site of renewed attempts at mining and,
briefly, a private residence where the owners provided candles and guided tours for curious
visitors. By the 1870s, tourists and antiquarians interested in the nation’s and Connecticut’s
colonial past referred to the property as “Old New-Gate.” After a fire in 1904 that destroyed
much of the four-story cellblock, the former guardhouse was converted into a dance hall
during the 1920s and ’30s. To entice visitors, the site boasted a variety of attractions, including
a caged bear and cub, several antique cars, and a World War I tank. The state removed these
features when it purchased and took over operation of the site in 1968. In 1973 the National
Park Service designated New-Gate Prison a National Historic Landmark. Now called Old New-
Gate Prison and Copper Mines, the property is administered by the Department of Economic
and Community Development.

Gregg Mangan is an author and historian who holds a PhD in public history from Arizona
State University.
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Connecticut is no stranger to sensational courtroom
drama. We've seen tragic miscarriages of justice,
triumphant vindications, groundbreaking decisions,
scandalous skullduggery, amazing escapes from
authority. Here are the most significant.

Amistad Slave Uprising,
1839-1841

In 1839, the Spanish ship La Amistad was ferrying
Africans captured in what is now Sierra Leone from
Havana to eastern Cuba. They were bound for lives of
slavery, but the Africans had other ideas. Armed with
knives, they took control of the ship and demanded
to be returned home. Instead, the ship's navigator
sailed north, into the clutches of U.S. Naval forces,
which captured the ship off the coast of Long Island
and took the slaves to New Haven to be tried. In a
case that became a cause célébre for abolitionists,
lawyers debated whether the Africans qualified as
salvage belonging to the U.S. forces that took custody
of the ship, the Cuban who paid for their transport,
Queen Isabella II of Spain, who owned the ship, or
whether, because they were captured in U.S. waters
and the importation of slaves into the United States
had been illegal since 1808, they should be freed. The
case dragged on, and in 1841 reached the U.S. Supreme
Court, which ordered the slaves freed. The survivors
were returned to Africa the following year. La Amistad,
after being moored in New London fora yearand a

half, was auctioned off in 1840. The new owner, George

Hawford of Newport, R.L, renamed her Jon and sailed

BY ELAINE X.
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her to the Caribbean. Hawford sold fon in 1844 and she
disappeared into history. In 2000, a reproduction of La
Amistad was built in Mystic. It is currently docked at
Mystic Seaport and will be open for tours during OpSail
2012, July 6-9.

Mad Dog Taborsky, 1950-1960

Wondering why you can’t buy a six-pack at 10 pm.?
Thank Joseph Taborsky. During the course of a string of
armed robberies, Taborsky killed six people with such
brutality that he earned the moniker “mad dog " Partially
as a result of the killings, in 1957 Connecticut mandated
that liquor stores close at 8 p.m. rather than 11 pm.

Taborsky is the only criminal in Connecticut history
to have been sent to death row not once, but twice,
and for two different crimes. He was sentenced to die
for the 1950 murder of Louis Wolfson, a West Hartford
liquor store owner. The murder was committed during
a robbery, with the help of Taborsky’s younger brother,
Albert. Taborsky was sentenced on the basis of his
brother’s testimony, which he gave in exchange for a
life sentence. But when Albert was institutionalized
with mental illness while in prison, Taborsky appealed
his sentence. In 1955, the Connecticut Supreme Court
reversed his conviction. Upon being set free, Taborsky
was contrite and swore he wouldn’t even “get a

GRANT
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parking ticket”

Alas, his return to crime was virtually
immediate. He met another felon—
Arthur "Meatball” Culombe—with
whom he would return to robbing and
killing. Culombe, however, proved less
depraved than Taborsky. During one
robbery, Taborsky ordered Culombe to
kill a 3-year-old girl. Culombe hid her
and fired a shot into the floor instead,
an act of mercy that saved him from
electrocution. Taborsky was sentenced
to die—again—in 1957. He waived
further appeals and met his end in
Connecticut’s electric chair on May
17, 1960. There wouldn't be another
execution in Connecticut for 45 years.

Griswold v.
Connecticut, 1961-1965

Before there was Roe v. Wade,
there was Griswold v. Connecticut.
In 1960, The Pill was legalized, but in
Connecticut, the use of birth control was
still a crime. Flying in the face of the
1879 law banning contraceptives, Dr.
C. Lee Buxton, the chairman of the Yale
Medical School department of obstetrics
and gynecology, and Estelle Griswold,
the executive director of Connecticut
Planned Parenthood, opened a Planned
Parenthood Clinic in New Haven.
They were arrested, convicted and
fined $100 each, but they had put oral
contraceptives on the national stage.
In 1965, the case made it to the U.S.
Supreme Court, which ruled, by a 7-2
vote, that contraception was a private
issue not subject to state laws. The case
established right to privacy and laid
the groundwork for Roe v. Wade, the
landmark abortion rights case in 1973.
Buxton died in 1969, Griswold in 1981.

Peter Reilly Coerced
Confession, 1973-1976

Extracting a confession is a tricky
business. Police used to have carte
blanche in making the perps squeal,
but that changed with the case of Peter
Reilly, a Canaan teenager charged with
murdering his mother, Barbara Gibbons.
In September 1973, Reilly found Gibbons
dead at the home she shared with him
in the Falls Village neighborhood of
Canaan. Her throat was slashed, her
thigh bones were broken, there were tire
tread marks on her legs and abdomen
and she had multiple deep stab wounds
that were later determined to have been

inflicted after her death. After hours of
interrogation by police, Reilly confessed
to slashing his mother's throat after
arguing with her about his car.

Reilly was convicted of manslaughter
in 1974, but the public was outraged
at his treatment at the hands of police.
An eight-hour recording of the police
interrogation was condemned as the
railroading of a scared, exhausted
young suspect. The New York Times
and 60 Minutes waded in with their
examinations of the case, and the
governor ordered a reinvestigation. Reilly
was granted a new trial in 1976 after
evidence pointing to his innocence was
uncovered. Due to the extensive coverage
of the case, and the portrayal of Reilly
as an innocent victim brainwashed into
a false confession, prosecutors did not
think they could get a conviction and the
case was never retried.

However, in an extensive
reexamination of the case in 1977,
state police captain Thomas McDonnell
posited that Reilly was indeed the killer.
He theorized that Reilly arrived home
to a drunk and angry mother, who
bent down to remove the plate of his
Corvette. Reilly allegedly ran her over,
breaking her legs and causing extensive
injuries. He then could have carried or
dragged her to the bedroom and cut
her throat. He made several calls for
help, after which he returned to the
bedroom and inflicted the post-mortem *
stab wounds, McDonnell's theory goes.
Multiple inmates who were incarcerated
with Reilly claimed he had confessed to
the crime.

In 2011, Reilly came forward to
criticize the resistance of police to a
Connecticut bill requiring that criminal
interrogations at police stations be
recorded. Reilly currently resides in
Tolland.

Martha Moxley
Murder, 1975-2002

Nothing ups the ante in a criminal
case more than the involvement of
the Kennedy family, and that the case
centered on the mysterious death of a
young girl made it even more salacious.
In 1975, 15-year-old Martha Moxley was
found beaten to death with a golf club
in the tony Belle Haven neighborhood of
Greenwich,

Moxley lived near the Skakel family,
the patriarch of which was Rushton



Skakel St., brother of Robert F. Kennedy’s Michael. Under pressure, Tommy
widow, Ethel Kennedy. Rushtonand his ~ changed his story, saying that after
wife, Anne, had seven children before he entered the house he went outside
she died in 1972. Two of them—Michael  again and had a sexual encounter
and Tommy—were sitting in the front with Moxley. Michael had considered
seat of a car with Moxley hours before Moxdey his girlfriend, and reportedly
she died. saw Toramy as a rival. Investigators
The police were able to determine also discovered that Michael had
that the golf club with which Moxley killed squirrels with a golf club and
was bludgeoned and stabbed came from  masturbated outside Moxley’s house the
a set owned by the Skakels. Determining  night of her murder.

who wielded the club was much more In 1998, Mark Fuhrman, the Los
difficult. Angeles detective whose racist behavior

The first suspect was Edward was revealed during the OJ. Simpson
Hammond, a graduate student who murder trial, and whose testimony in
lived next door to the Moxleys. He that case earned him a perjury charge
had a reputation as a loner, and his that brought his career as a police

bedroom window overlooked the spot officer to an end, published Murder in
where Moxley's body was found. Police Greenwich, a book in which he pointed
eliminated him as a suspect, however, to Michael as the killer. He theorized
and shifted their attention to Kenneth that Moxley was still with Tommy when
Littleton, a live-in tutor hired by the - Michael returned home and found them
Skakel family and who was spending together, after which Michael followed
his first night in the home, and Tommy Moxley to her house and killed her

Skakel, who was the last person to be in a jealous rage. As suspicions (not
seen with Moxley on that Halloween evidence—there was never much of
eve “mischief night" Tommy claimed that) mounted against him, Skakel was
he went into his house and saw Moxley  charged with the crime in 2000.
walk home, and he later passed a lie In 2002—27 years after the fact—
detector test to that effect. Michael Skakel was at long last convicted of
Skakel long claimed to have been with Moxley's murder. He was sentenced to
two of his other brothers driving a 20 years to life. Earlier this year, Skakel
cousin home when the murder occurred.  petitioned to get his sentence reduced,
The case languished for years. arguing that he was a juvenile at the
Michael Skakel, already a self-described  time of the crime, and in 1975 sentences
alcoholic by 13, went in and out of for juveniles were capped at four

treatment centers in the years afterthe  years. His request was denied. Skakel
murder. He confessed numerous times, is incarcerated at MacDougall-Walker

to various people. According toa Vanity ~ Correctional Institution in Suffield.

Fair article, a woman who had been Rushton Skakel Sr., Michael's father, died
an intern at an alcohol and drug rehab in 2003. Dunne, whose interest in the
center when Skakel was there asked him  case and prolific writing on the topic

if he killed Moxley. “Yes," he said, "and helped bring Skakel to justice, died in
I've been running all my life.” 2009,

e it Illegal Toxic Waste
1,inp ause of the allege
malfeasance of another Kennedy clan DumPin& 1978

member—William Kennedy Smith. 1n 1978, C. Stanton Gallup, president of
During Smith's rape trial in Florida, the Plainfield Chamber of Commerce
an erronecus rumor circulated that and a prominent local businessman,
Smith was in the area the night Moxley  pleaded no contest to charges that he
was killed. In addition, celebrity crime violated the state’s pollution laws by
chronicler Dominick Dunne became dumping toxic waste on his property.
friends with Martha’s mother, Dorthy, He was fined $25,000 and agreed to pay
in 1991, and wrote a book about the the state up to $750,000 to analyze the
Moxley case in 1993 called A Season in 1,500 barrels of chemical waste found
Purgatory. Dunne eventually became buried in gravel pits he owned on Tarbox
convinced of Skakel’s guilt. Road in Plainfield. Gallup claimed he

A private investigator hired by was unaware of the dumping, and that
Rushton to clear the boys' names he was trying to help a friend, Richard

ironically intensified the focus on Trayner, the owner of a Bridgeport-
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based trucking company that was later
discovered to be a transfer point for
illegal waste. Five additional people
were charged in the case, including
Trayner, The waste was removed by a
New York-based company. In 1997, the
Environmental Protection Agency issued
its plan for cleaning up the area and

two years later the plan was approved
by all invoived parties. In 2005, the
Environmental Protection Agency issued
a land restriction prohibiting the site
from residential use or groundwater
access, except for monitoring. A
wood-burning power plant is under
construction at the site. EPA completed
five-year reviews for the site in
September 2002 and September 2007.
The next five-year review is scheduled
for Septermber 2012. Gallup died in 1994.

Tracey Thurman >
Domestic Violence

Suit, 1983-1985

Historically, a woman attacked by
her husband has never had as much
legal recourse as a woman attacked by a
stranger. Police called to the home often
turned a blind eye to spousal abuse,
and it was only in 1993 that every state
finally made it illegal for a man to rape
his wife,

After Charles “Buck” Thurman
attacked his estranged wife in 1983,
stabbing her 13 times and causing
her to spend eight days in a coma
and months in the hospital, Tracey
Thurman sued the Torrington Police
Department, claiming they failed to
protect her from him. She had taken
out a restraining order against her
husband and made multiple complaints
to police about his abuse. She was
awarded $2.3 million in compensatory
damages. The case established that
victims of domestic violence have a
constitutional right to police protection.
Soon after, Connecticut adopted one of
the most stringent domestic violence
laws in the country, and the case led to
legal reforms and increased awareness
across the country. Tracey Thurman
remarried. Her ex-husband served seven
years and was released in 1991. When
his probation ended in 1996, Thurman
sought a permanent restraining order
against him. The couple’s son, Charles
Motuzick, who was just 2 at the time of
the attack and was awarded $300,000
for his emotional trauma, is in Enfield
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Correctional Institution on drug charges.

Serial Killer
Michael Ross,

1984~-2005

In 1984, Michael Ross, an insurance
agent and Cornell graduate, confessed
to kidnapping, raping and killing six
girls in eastern Connecticut. “They were
dead as soon as I saw them,” he said
in a 1994 interview. He had already
been convicted of assaulting women in
Illinois and Ohio, and he later confessed
to killing two additional women in New
York. In 1985, Ross pleaded guilty to two
of the killings and received a sentence
of 120 years. Later, in a New London
court, Ross was found guiity of killing
the other four Connecticut women. In
the following years, everyone involved
with the case was dragged through a
legal labyrinth, including dozens of
appeals, hearings and negotiations
and a suicide attempt by Ross. At last,
in 2000, a New London jury sentenced
Ross to death. In 2005, after waiving
his latest appeal, Ross was executed by
lethal injection at Osborn Correctional
Institution in Somers.

Wood-chipper Murder,
1986-1989

In 1986, flight attendant Helle
Crafts, tired of her husband Richard's
extramarital affairs, abuse and excessive
spending, filed for divorce. After being
dropped at her Newtown home by a
friend, Helle disappeared. Her husband,
an airline pilot whom she met when
she was working as a flight attendant,
told her increasingly frantic friends
various stories—that she was visiting .
her sick mother in Denmark or on
vacation with a friend. The police found
a telling clue: credit card receipts fora
freezer, sheets and the rental of a wood-
chipper. Eventually, a witness came
forward to claim he had seen a wood-
chipper parked by the Housatonic River
soon after Crafts’ wife vanished. Police
scoured the area and found fragments
of Helle's bedy; in the river they found a
chain saw with hair and human tissue
in the blade and the serial number
filed off. Forensic scientists concluded
that Crafts had frozen his wife’s body,
dismembered it with the chain saw
and put it through the wood-chipper.
The first trial, in New London, ended

Richard €
Crafts




in a mistrial after a lone juror refused
to convict. In 1989, a second trial, this
time in Norwalk, resulted in a murder
conviction—the first in Connecticut in
which there was no body. The following
year, Crafts was sentenced to 50 years
in state prison. In 2001, he sought
release for treatment for Hepatitis C.
He was denied. Crafts, 75, is currently
incarcerated at the MacDougall-Walker
Correctional Institution in Suffield.

The Preppy Rapist,
1986-1997

Alex Kelly, a former high-school
wrestling star at Darien High School,
raped two teenage girls four days apart
in 1986, but would elude justice for
more than a decade. In 1987, just as his
trial was about to start, Kelly fled the
country. He spent the next eight years as
an affluent fugitive—using his wealthy
parents’ money to finance a life of skiing,
hang gliding and mountain climbing.
After local police charged his parents
with obstruction, Kelly surrendered
in Switzerland in 1995, and aftera
mistrial in 1996, was finally convicted
in 1997 and sentenced to 16 years. At a
parole hearing in 2005, Kelly attributed
the rapes to his "hypercompetitive”
nature and sense of entitlement. Parole
was denied. With time off for good
behavior (a system that has since been
abolished), he served only 10 years of
his sentence and was released from
the Bridgeport Correctional Center in
2007 at age 40. He was required to pay
a $10,000 fine, perform 200 hours of
community service (although the judge’s
suggestion that the community service
be performed at a rape crises center was
widely condemned), wear an electronic
monitoring device and abstain from
alcohol. He will be on probation until
2017. He currently resides in Darien,
according to the State of Connecticut Sex
Offender Registry.

Murder of Joyce
Aparo, 1987-1998

In August 1987, the body of Joyce
Aparo, a Glastonbury woman who
worked in health care and human
services, was found dead under a
bridge in Massachusetts. The prime
suspect was her 16-year-old daughter
Karin's boyfriend, Dennis Coleman, 19.
He admitted to strangling Joyce and
dumping her body, pleaded guilty and
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was sentenced to 34 years in prison.

But suspicion soon shifted to Karin
herself. Letters she wrote to Coleman
seemed to implicate her in the deed —
in one she told Coleman they would
be “together in hell. Forever." After
Coleman was convicted, Karin Aparo
was tried for conspiracy to commit
murder and Coleman was the star
witness against her. He testified that he
hatched the murder plot with Karin's
full knowledge and acceptance. Her
mother, Coleman claimed, was trying to
keep the teenagers apart, and instead
was pushing Karin to date the son
of her violin teacher. However, Karin
was already involved with the young
violinist, who was eight years older than
her, and had been noting the number of
times they had sex in her diary. Karin’s
defense attorney claimed Joyce Aparo
had been physically and psychologically
abusive. In June 1990, the jury acquitted
her of being an accessory to murder and
announced it was deadlocked on the
lesser conspiracy charge. The decision
sparked a storm of protest, but the
conspiracy charge was never retried, and
Karin Aparo was free. Dennis Coleman
was released on May 8.

L'Ambiance Plaza
Collapse, 1987

On an April afternoon a quarter-
century ago, three slabs of a building  «
under construction in Bridgeport
collapsed. In an eerie precursor to 9/11,
the slabs telescoped straight down.
When the telltale rumbling began, some
workers jumped, some were crushed in
the debris. Twenty-eight construction
workers died. The worst construction
accident in the history of Connecticut,
LAmbiance Plaza prompted five
separate investigations and eventually
led to a host of new construction
regulations and a seven-year statewide
moratorium on the “lift-slab” method of
construction—in which floors are built
on the ground then lifted into place. The
method, with additional safeguards in
place, was made legal againin 1994, A
record $41 million settlement with the
families of the injured and deceased was
reached in 1988. No criminal charges
were filed.

Sheff v. O'Neill,
1989-1996

In 1989, children attending public
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school in Hartford (represented in
name by Milo Sheff) sued state officials
(embodied by Governor William O'Neill),
claiming that they were receiving a
substandard education due to racial
segregation. The complaint stated that
“The State of Connecticut, by tolerating
school districts sharply separated

along racial, ethnic and economic lines,
has deprived the plaintiffs and other
Hartford children of their rights to an
equal educational opportunity, and

to a minimally adequate education—
rights to which they are entitled under
the Connecticut Constitution and
Connecticut Statutes.” The children

lost the original case, but in 1996 their
appeal resulted in a landmark victory
for civil rights when the Connecticut
Supreme Court found Hartford’s school
districting unconstitutional. The Sheff
decision led to the call to open new
magnet schools and expand the school
options available to children though the
Open Choice program. The state still has
a long way to go. Hartford area magnet
schools were swamped with applicants
for the 2012-2013 school year, and
turned down more than 11,000 in the
first-round lottery.

Gang Crackdown,
1994-1996

In March 1994, 7-year-old Marcelina
Delgado was killed in a drive-by
shooting as she napped in her father’s
car, which was parked at the Latin
Kings-controlled Charter Oak project
in Hartford. She was literally caught in
the crossfire of warfare between the
Kings and Los Solidos, whose gunmen
thought the car belonged to a Latin King.
Her death galvanized the federal anti-
gang initiative in Hartford. Ralph “Little
Ralphie” Moreno received a life sentence
for the shooting and is incarcerated in
the Federal Correctional Institution in
Otisville, NY.

David Messenger
Insanity Defense,
1998-2001

Wives killed by their husbands are
always made-for-TV-movie fodder,
but the case of David Messenger
was particularly notable, both for its
brutality and its aftermath.

In 1998, Messenger beat his pregnant
wife, Heather, to death with a wood
post and a fireplace poker at their home

in Chaplin. His 5-year-old son was a
witness, and her death was recorded

on a 911 call. His defense claimed he
suffered from a psychotic delusion that
he was saving the Christ child from

a demonically possessed pregnant
woman. He was acquitted by reason of
mental disease or defect and committed
to Connecticut Valley Hospital in
Middletown for 20 years.

Criminals are prohibited from
profiting from their crimes, but
Messenger, because he was acquitted,
was allowed to collect more than
$400,000 in wrongful death proceeds
from his wife’s estate after he killed her.
Reports have put the worth of his assets
at $2 million,

Last November, Messenger'’s doctors,
saying he had been mentally stable for
more than a year, requested that he
be released to a residential treatment
center in Hartford. In December, the
Psychiatric Security Review Board
decided to hold additional hearings on
the request.

Michael Ouellette

Priest Killing,
1999-2001

Michael Ouellette was a tragedy
waiting to happen, A homeless former
Marine who was suffering from
paranoid schizophrenia and had been
in and out of mental health centers,
Ouellette had been troubled for years. In
1987, Ouellette stabbed a 17-year-old girl
during a road-rage-fueled confrontation.
He received a suspended sentence. He
continued a downward spiral, drinking
excessively and becoming ever more
fearful. He believed he was receiving
messages from God, and that people
were trying to kill him. He was treated
and released from multiple mental
health facilities, but he consistently
denied he was mentally ili and would
take medication only briefly, if at all.

In 1999, he bludgeoned the Rev.
Robert Lysz to death inside St. Matthew
Church in Bristol. During his trial, his
defense claimed Lysz had become part
of his paranoid delusions. Ouellette's
family had been members of the church
for close to a decade when they lived in
Bristol—he took his first communion
and was confirmed there—and as he
spiraled into mental illness, Quellette
fixated on Catholicism. In 1997 he
flew to Rome to meet Pope John Paul



II. Ouellette has said that when he
encountered Lysz on that fateful day,
he thought Lysz was an agent of Satan.
After a struggle, Ouellette grabbed a
nearby candlestick and beat Lysz to
death. He spent the night in the church
with Lysz's corpse, and in the momning
was found wandering nearby, bloody
and disguised in the priest’s clothing.

In 2001, a three-judge panel rejected
Ouellette’s insanity plea and convicted
him of murder. The following year, he
was sentenced to 60 years in prison. In
2004, the Connecticut Supreme Court
upheld his conviction. He is currently
incarcerated at MacDougall-Walker
Correctional Institution in Suffield. His
term ends in 2059. He is not eligible for
parole,

Mafia Initiation

Tapes, 1991

The Mafia is known for closely
guarding its secrets, butin 1991 a
clandestine recording of a secret
initiation ceremony helped bring
down the Patriarca crime family, the
most powerful in New England since
World War II. On the recording, made
in a Boston-area home in October 1989,
new members of the Patriarca family
engaged in ceremonial rites and swore
an oath of allegiance. The tape—the
first-ever recording of a mob initiation—
was entered into evidence in the 1991
trial of eight Patriarca family associates
in Hartford. The trial was the longest
and most sensational Mafia trial in
the state’s history, and the tape was
its riveting centerpiece —the jury even
had it replayed during deliberations, All
eight of the defendants were convicted
of charges that included murder and
racketeering.

Terry Johnson
Commuted Death
Sentence, 1991-2000

Terry Johnson and his brother, Duane,
were in the process of stealing guns
from a sporting goods store in North
Windham when state trooper Russell
Bagshaw stumbled upon them during
a routine patrol. Terry Johnson fired
17 hollow-point bullets at Bagshaw's
cruiser and the trooper died without
having unholstered his weapon. In 1992,
Johnson pleaded guilty to capital murder
and in 1993 was sentenced to death. (His
brother received a 60-year sentence.)

.

However, in 2000, in a 4-3 ruling, the
Connecticut Supreme Court converted
the sentence to life in prison without
the possibility of parole because the
crime did not display the extreme pain
or torture required for a death sentence.
It was the first time the court overturned
a death sentence since the death penalty
was reinstated in 1973 after a brief
hiatus. (The second came in 2004, when
the court overturned the death sentence
of Ivo Colon, who killed his girlfriend’s
2-year-old daughter by bashing her

head against a wall) In the wake of the
Johnson ruling, in 2001 the Connecticut
legislature amended the death penalty
statute, making killing an officer on duty
sufficient cause for the death penalty to
be applied. Terry Johnson is incarcerated
at the Corrigan-Radgowski Correctional
Center in Uncasville. Duane Johnson is
being held at the Cheshire Correctional
Institution.

Corrupticut,
1999~-2010

For a while there, Connecticut
had a pretty serious run of bad luck
with its public officials. In 1999,
state treasurer Paul Silvestri pleaded
guilty to racketeering and money
laundering, In July 2001, Waterbury
Mayor Philip Giordano was arrested on
child-molestation charges for sexually
abusing two girls. Just four months later,
Bridgeport Mayor Joseph Ganim was
indicted on corruption charges. Governor
John Rowland called for his immediate
resignation, because, you know: down
with corruption! Former Rowland staff
members Larry Alibozek and Peter Ellef
pleaded guilty to federal corruption
charges in 2003 and 2005, respectively.
Rowland himself, who had paid fines
for various ethics violations since 1996,
resigned amid an impeachment inquiry
in 2004. In 2007, Hartford Mayor Eddie
Perez was brought before a grand jury
on corruption charges. In 2010, he
was found guilty of bribery, extortion
and other charges related to taking
discounted home improvements from
a city contractor. He resigned from office,
Giordano was convicted in 2003
and sentenced to 37 years in prison.
He appealed his conviction all the way
up to the U.S. Supreme Court, which
in 2007 declined to hear the case. He
is incarcerated in the United States
Penitentiary in Marion, Ill, with a
projected release date of 2033. Ganim




was convicted of bribery and other
charges in 2003. He was released on
probation in 2010, and earlier this year
lost a bid to regain his license to practice
law. In 2003, Silvestri was sentenced to
51 months in prison followed by three
years of supervised release. In 2006,
Ellef was sentenced to 30 months in
jail. In 2007, Alibozek was sentenced

to five years of probation, the first year
of which was to be spent confined

to his home, as well as 300 hours of
comrmunity service. Rowland pleaded
guilty to one count of conspiracy and tax
fraud and in 2005 was sentenced to one
year and one day in prison. He served
10 months in the Federal Correctional
Institution in Loretto, Pa., and now hosts
an afternoon radio show on WTIC-AM.
Perez was sentenced in 2010 to three
years in prison followed by three years
of probation. Free on bond since his
conviction, he appealed his sentence

in January, asking for a reversal of his
convictions and two new trials.

Firefigh‘bers'

Discrimination.
2004-2011

Affirmative action was turned on
its head in the case of 20 New Haven
firefighters who claimed they had been
the victims of reverse discrimination.
The firefighters —19 white and one
Hispanic—filed suit in 2004 after the
city refused to honor test results in
which only white candidates scored
high enough to earn promotion. The
Ricci v. DeStefano case reached the US.
Supreme Court in 2009. In a 5-4 decision,
the court chastised New Haven for
using race to disqualify workers from
promotion. New Haven reinstated the
exam results and promoted 14 of the 20
firefighters. In 2011, the city agreed to
pay them reparations of $2 million, plus
additional pension benefits.

Fort Trumbull

Land Grab,
2001-2005

In 2001, New London ordered
residents to vacate their waterfront
homes on the 90-acre Fort Trumbull

peninsula in order to use it as part of
a redevelopment plan supported by

Pfizer, which opened a massive research
facility adjacent to the contested land
that same year. The city claimed the
project, slated to include high-end
homes, a marina and a hotel and
conference center, would generate
thousands of new jobs and more than
$1 million in annual tax revenue. The
case—Kelo v. New London (named for
lead plaintiff Susette Kelo)—went all the
way to the U.S. Supreme Court, which in
2005 ruled 5-4 in favor of New London,
saying that the public benefit justified
the takeover of private property. It was
the court’s first significant review of

the use of eminent domain—the power
of the government to seize private

lands for public use—in half a century,
and the first in which it considered
whether eminent domain could be used
for a private development that would
help the local economy. Previously,
eminent domain was invoked almost
exclusively in the case of private land
being taken to build roads or schools.

In the end, it was a hollow victory.

In 2009, Pfizer announced it would
abandon its 750,000-square-foot New
London facility. Developrent at the Fort
Trumbull site is pending.

Lega]ization of
Marri.age. 2008

In October 2008, Connecticut
became the third state (after
Massachusetts and California) to
legalize same-sex marriage, extending
the same rights, protections and
benefits afforded to heterosexual
couples. The state made same-sex civil
unions legal in 2005, but proponents of
same-séx marriage had been pushing
for more, and they got it as a result of
Beth Kerrigan, who wanted to marry
her long-term partner, Jody Mock. In
2004 they walked into the town hall
in Madison and asked for a marriage
license. They were turned away, and
became the lead plaintiffs in the
landmark constitutional case Kerrigan
v. Commission of Public Health.
Kerrigan and Mock were married in
2009. They reside in West Hartford
with their 10-year-old twin boys. While
California rescinded same-sex marriage
in November 2008, it is now legal in
Iowa, Vermont, New Hampshire, New
York and Washington, D.C.O
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Art Heist Suspect Robert Gentile
Wants Release From Prison

Because Of Failing Health
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HARTFORD Mobster Robert Gentile, who the FBI believes has information about the 3500 milion heist at Boston's
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, is brought into the federal courthouse in Hartford in 3 wheelchair for 3 hearing on a
weapons charge. CLOE POISSONkposson@courant.com (Cloe Poisson/Hartford Courant)

/ / %
% By Edmund H. Mahony . Contact Reporter
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Hartford gangster Robert "The Cook™ Gentile, once considered law enforcement's last, best
hope of unraveling the $500 million Gardner museum art heist, has suffered from such a
marked decline in health and mental deterioration that he could be released from prison.

The 80-year old mafia soldier's lawyer said the U.S. Marshal's Service, which has custody of
Gentile, apparently has no institution capable of caring for Gentile in the northeast, so Gentile

should be allowed to return to his home in Manchester where he would be monitored while in
his family's care.

Gentile was held at the Donald W. Wyatt Detention Facility in Central Falls, R.I., awaiting

trial on multiple federal weapons charges, when he was rushed on August 8 to a Rhode Island
hospital.

"They tried to whack me," Gentile complained at the hospital, according to a person who
spoke with him. Others familiar with the events said it appears that Gentile, whose health had
been failing for months, fell and was taken unconscious to the hospital.

68



"Whyatt will not be able to house Mr. Gentile when he is discharged from the hospital," McGuigan wrote. "The
(Marshal's Service) is currently working to find a detention facility that can care for him and his medical
needs, but most facilities that provide this high level of medical care to inmates are not in our immediate area,
and it is likely Mr. Gentile will need to be housed several hours away from the district of Connecticut."

If Gentile were to be locked up far from Connecticut, it would be difficult for him to consult with his lawyer
and prepare a defense to the weapons charges he faces.

Reputed Mobster Faces New Gun Charges In Wake Of FBI Search Of Manchester Home

Reputed Mobster Faces New Gun Charges In Wake Of FBI Search Of Manchester Home

Gentile was dismissed by law enforcement as a second rate hoodlum until 2010, when the widow of one of his
mafia partners in Boston made a stunning admission that put him at the center the Gardner heist - the most
expensive and one of the most baffling art robberies in history.

She told an FBI agent and the museum'’s security director that she had been present a half dozen or so years
earlier when her husband passed two of the stolen paintings to Gentile outside a Portland, Maine hotel.

The admission was among the best breaks the Gardner investigators had obtained since March 18, 1990, when
two thieves, disguised as police officers, bluffed their way into the Gardner and disappeared with 13 pieces,
including "The Concert™ by Vermeer and two Rembrandts, one of them his only known seascape, "Storm on
the Sea of Galilee.”

Since the admission, Gentile has been under enormous investigative pressure. FBI agents have torn apart his
home, searching guns and art. Informants have tied him to the stolen art and recorded him agreeing to sell
some of the art. FBI agents have arrested Gentile regularly since 2010 on drug and gun charges.

In spite of allegations tying him to the art and the prospect of dying of old age in prison, Gentile has refused to
budge from his position that he is being "framed" and knows nothing of the robbery or the art.

Less than a week before Gentile's hospitalization, U.S. District Judge Robert N. Chatigny, who is presiding
over two gun cases against Gentile, ordered him transferred to a federal prison in Massachusetts for a
competency evaluation. Rhode Island officials familiar with the events said in recent days that Gentile's
worsening condition and combative attitude may make a competency evaluation may impossible.

Prior to his hospitalization, Gentile who is grossly overweight, had been reduced to rolling around the Rhode
Island prison in a wheel chair, those familiar with his condition said.

In his motion for release on bond, McGuigan said Gentile would agree to any restrictions the court chose to
impose.

"In light of these circumstances, it is respectfully requested that the order requiring the pretrial detention of
Mr. Gentile be modified so as to permit his release on bond, with or without conditions as the Court deems
proper,” McGuigan wrote. "In the alternative, it is requested that Mr. Gentile be released on a temporary basis
to his wife at their family residence, as his medical condition constitutes a compelling reason to permit such
temporary release."

The U.S. Attorney's office did not respond when asked for its position on Gentile's request for release.
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Top 10 Trials of All Time in New Haven: On eve of Cheshire Petit murder trial a
look back at some notorious cases

By Randall Beach, Register Staff
Sunday, September 12, 2010

NEW HAVEN -- The much-anticipated Superior Court trial of Steven J. Hayes in the 2007 Cheshire
triple-homicide case, scheduled to begin Monday, brings to mind a question: What were the 10 biggest
criminal trials in the history of the city?

Some choices are easily made, such as the Black Panther trials in 1970-71 and the 2002 trial of Edward
Grant, who was convicted of the 1973 murder of Concetta "Penney" Serra in the Temple Street Garage.
But others are long-forgotten cases or ones that most people haven't heard of.

One or two of the following 10 trials might have to make way for what are shaping up to be the trials of
this or the last century -- the Hayes trial and a separate trial next year of his co-defendant, Joshua
Komisarjevsky. They are charged in the horrifying slayings of Jennifer Hawke-Petit, 48, and her two
daughters, Hayley, 17, and Michaela, 11, on July 23, 2007. Hawke-Petit's husband, Dr. William Petit Jr.,
was beaten on the head with a baseball bat, but escaped from his burning house.

Hayes and Komisarjevsky face the death penalty if convicted.

The Top 10 list is based on interviews with local lawyers, prosecutors and historians. It is presented in
chronological order.

1. Elizabeth Godman, 1651 and 1655: This was known as "The Witch Trial." Godman was "the town
scold," according to one historical account. Her troubles began when she asked Mistress Hooke for a
mug of home-brewed beer and the next day the whole barrel was found to be sour. Then one of Goody
Thorpe's chickens died, its gizzard full of worms. The trial became a certainty when Godman argued with
Mistress Bishop and Bishop's baby was born dead.

But Godman withstood the public antipathy and her first trial ended with her freed "under suspicion of
witcheraft." Her second and third trials in 1655 ended the same way. After that final trial she was ordered
to pay 50 pounds as security for "future good conduct."

2. Moses Paul, 1772: Paul was an American Indian who was accused of murdering Moses Cook at David
Clark's Tavern in Bethany. Paul got mad when the tavern-keeper's wife refused to serve him and threw
him out. Paul assaulted the next man out the door, who was Cook. The two of them had a brutal fight,
with Paul prevailing via a flat iron and a club.

Paul was convicted in a daylong jury trial and sentenced to be hanged. But in his "earnest and dying
request," Paul asked that a sermon be preached at his execution by the Rev. Samson Occom, a revered
figure of that time. Occom delivered a fiery oration before a huge crowd at the First Congregational
Church on the Green. Thousands stuck around to watch Paul's execution.

3. The Amistad captives, 1840: It was a dramatic journey that brought 53 Africans to the Elm City in
1839 for one in a series of historic trials. Sengbe Pieh, also known as Cinque, had led a mutiny aboard
the ship La Amistad in Cuba to avoid a lifetime of slavery. But the Africans were captured off the coast
of Long Island and taken to New Haven to face murder charges. While awaiting trial, they were
incarcerated in cells overlooking the New Haven Green, where they drew great public support.

Throngs crowded into Judge Andrew Judson's New Haven courtroom on Jan. 7, 1840. On the second day
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of the trial, Pieh testified, in an atmosphere of "instantaneous silence and solemnity," according to a
newspaper account. After defense attorney Roger Baldwin's closing argument, Judson declared the
captives were indeed from Africa and not under Cuban jurisdiction. He ordered that they be returned to
Africa.

But first the defendants had to win another round, in the U.S. Supreme Court, where they were again
victorious. The case was an early victory for abolitionists. The story has become more widely known in
recent years, with erection of a Pieh statue in front of City Hall, the creation of a replica of the Amistad,
whose home berth is in New Haven Harbor, and a movie by Steven Spielberg.

4. James Malley Jr., Walter Malley and Blanche Douglass, 1882 (the Jennie Cramer murder): This was
one of the most notorious crimes of its time. On Aug. 6, 1881, a fisherman found the body of a young
woman floating on the West Haven shore. She was Cramer, the 20-year-old daughter of a German
immigrant and his wife.

James Malley Jr., nephew of wealthy dry goods store owner Edward Malley, and Walter Malley, who
was Edward Malley's son, were charged with murder. James Jr. had had a romantic interest in Cramer.
The Malleys were usually accompanied by Douglass, whom Walter had met in New York.

Prosecutor Tilton Doolittle charged Cramer had been poisoned with arsenic and he unveiled medical
records to show she had been raped. The jury acquitted the defendants in less than an hour. But
allegations that the Malleys had bought their freedom dogged the family for decades.

5. Estelle T. Griswold and Dr. Charles Lee Buxton, 1962: At that time, an 1879 state law still was in
place (but generally not enforced), making it illegal for anyone, even married couples, to use birth control
drugs or devices, or to give medical information and advice about birth control. In November 1961,
Griswold, executive director of the Planned Parenthood League of Connecticut, and Buxton, chairman of
Yale's obstetrics department, opened a birth control clinic in New Haven. Several days later they were
arrested during a police raid.

The defendants' attorney, Catherine Roraback, argued the law violated freedom of speech, but the trial
judge disagreed. The two were found guilty of violating the state law and fined $100 each. Ultimately
they won their appeal in the U.S. Supreme Court: a landmark decision establishing the right of privacy
and a forerunner to the Roe v. Wade ruling declaring that the constitutional right to privacy extends to a
woman's decision to have an abortion.

6. The Black Panther trials, 1970-71: The whole world was watching, or so it seemed, when three
members of the militant Black Panther Party went on trial for the murder of Alex Rackley, whose body
was found in a Middlefield swamp in 1969. The Panthers, convinced that Rackley was a government
informant, had ordered Warren Kimbro and George Sams to shoot him. Kimbro and Sams confessed and
plea-bargained, agreeing to serve as witnesses.

Lonnie McLucas, Ericka Huggins and Panther Party Chairman Bobby Seale went on trial in the New
Haven courthouse on Elm Street. They had a lot of company outside: in May 1970, about 15,000
protesters jammed the New Haven Green, while 2,500 National Guardsmen were kept stationed nearby.
McLucas was found guilty only of conspiracy to commit murder and sentenced to serve 15 years in
prison. Seale and Huggins went on trial in November 1970 but it took so long to find a jury that evidence
was not heard until February 1971. The charges were dismissed three months later when the jurors could
not reach a unanimous verdict.

7. Guillermo Aillon, 1973, 1979, 1984: Aillon's estranged wife, Barbara, and her parents, George and
Bernice Montano, were found stabbed to death in their North Haven home in August 1972. About an
hour later, North Haven police stopped Aillon for having a noisy muffler and noticed a bloody knife in
the back seat. Aillon said he had used it to cut roast beef at a family picnic; the officers, unaware of the
slayings, let him go.

Aillon was convicted of the murders in 1973 but this was overturned by the state Supreme Court because
the trial judge had conversed with a juror during deliberations. A second trial in 1979 ended with a hung
jury. But a third jury convicted Aillon in 1984, He is serving a sentence of 75 years to life.

8. James Fleming Jr., trials in 1992, 1993: When the body of Christian Prince, a 19-year-old Yale
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sophomore, was found in front of St. Mary's Church on Hillhouse Avenue in the early moming hours of
Feb. 17, 1991, it shook the Yale community and the public. Although a suspect, 17-year-old Fleming,
was caught, there was no clear resolution despite two trials.

After a key witness recanted his police statement that Fleming had shouted, "I should shoot this cracker!"
and then did so, the first jury in May 1992 found Fleming guilty of conspiracy to commit robbery but not
guilty of murder. Jurors could not agree on felony murder (murder during commission of a felony) and
attempted robbery. In March 1993 a second jury found Fleming not guilty of felony murder and
attempted robbery. He received a nine-year sentence for the conspiracy conviction.

Prince's shooting death spurred Yale officials to install new emergency street lamps and late-night shuttle
buses that continue to this day.

9. Edward Grant, 2002: The reputation of downtown New Haven and its parking garages for being
"unsafe" lingers in no small part because of the brutal daytime stabbing death of 21-year-old Concetta
"Penney" Serra in the Temple Street Garage on July 16, 1973,

Although there were other prominent suspects in the slowly unfolding case, Edward Grant, 56, of
Waterbury, was finally charged with Serra's murder in June 1999. A thumbprint from a tissue box found
in Serra's car matched one Grant had given during a 1994 domestic violence arrest. His DNA then was
found to match blood on a handkerchief found near Serra's keys.

On May 28, 2002, after listening to evidence for almost a month and deliberating for nearly three days, a
jury found Grant guilty of Serra's murder, He was sentenced to serve 20 years to life in prison.

10. Jonathan Mills, 2004: In one of the most brutal and shocking crimes ever seen in Connecticut, drug
abuser Mills, 27, fatally stabbed his former aunt by marriage, Katherine "Kitty" Kleinkauf, and her two
children, Rachael Crum, 6, and Kyle Redway, 4, in their Guilford home. The crime occurred in
December 2000. Mills also strangled 20-year-old Mindy Leigh at the Guilford Fairgrounds in October
2000.

Mills went through a six-week trial in which State's Attorney Michael Dearington sought the death
penalty. His opponent in the courtroom was Public Defender Thomas Ullmann: the two are meeting
again Monday in the Hayes trial.

The jury delivered a guilty verdict in September 2004 after three days of deliberations. But in the penalty
phase, the jurors spent five days before deciding not to have Mills put to death. Judge Jon C. Blue, also
the judge who will preside in the Hayes case, sentenced Mills to three consecutive life sentences without
the possibility of release, plus 20 years.

Call Randall Beach at 203-789-5766.

URL: http//www.nhregister.com/general-news/20100912/top-10-trials-of-all-time-in-new-haven-on-eve-of-cheshire-petit-murder-trinl-a-look-b ack-at-some-
notoripus-cases
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NOTORIOUS CRIMES
AND PUNISHMENT

The Connecticut Historical Society is partnering with The Courant to give readers a peek at some of the items in its collection that aren’t usually on
display to the public. Each month, the society will launch a new collection based on The Courant’s 250th anniversary theme. April’s theme reflects on
crimes both heinous and intriguing — stretching m&w:{% wmha-da:hofncedpmseamon ion in the early days of the colony to the efforts and

ogy crime
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THESE PORTRAITS of Major Reuben Humphrays and his wife, Anna, were done by Richard Brunton, a convict at the old Newgate Prison In East Granby.
Reuben Humphreys was appointed superintendent of the prison in 1796; Brunton, an engraver, was sentenced to the prison for counterfeiting.
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POLICE BELIEVE ARCHER HOME FOR AGED A MURDER FACTORY
MRS. ARCHER - GILLIGAN ACCUSED OF MURDER OF INMATE
AUTOPSY suows TWO WHO DIED WERE KILLED BY POISON

fmcaumuuunmmvm, Afternoon, With-

1| stands Grilling by State Police-—~Body of Fraskln R. Andrews, Whom

She is Accused of Killing, Disinterred from its Resting Place in Chesh-

ire Cemetery at Night, Shows Death Was Cansed by Arsenic, Not

Gastric Ulcers, as Stated in Death Certificate-—-Another Body Also
Shows Death by Poison.

MAYBENWHOHAVEBEENPOBONED

'Ol Folks Have Come to the Home From All Parts of the State-—Woman

Has Had Two Husbands—--Startling Number of Deaths at Home-—Pur-
| chases of Arsenic at Windsor Drug Store-..Woman Waives Examisation
| .Bodies Taken Away at Night in Violation of Law

’ Ourged ot fon e of »mrlivu-hnu- peagle AN Welauad By e suthirmine
-unn,—psnu,ax.rmthAmdeumwm.x
| ernncm by Camrue of sttty Piigy Raers T Mariey of S Arrder Monw an Prosgast soest, Windier

WINDSOR WOMAN POISONED THOSE IN HER CARE

or a fee, Amy Indigent Persons at 37
Oom Archer-Gilligan Prospect St. operated from the
prormsed to care for fall of 1907 until May 8, 1916,

the elderly tenants Y E A R S the day that state police

Q- d B d 35 he:h Windsor home until arrived in Windsor to question
ey died. ' p o Archer-Gilligan, search the
Oar Some inmates, as tenants at MOMENTS home and ultimately arrest

the time were called, ﬁ;:d a INHISTORY  her for the murder of Franklin

flat sum of $1,000 for life. ‘ R. Andrews, an inmate who
Se I l | C Some arranged to leave their estates to had died on May 30,1914,

Archer-Gilligan. Others paid a weekly “Police Believe Archer Home For

fee. Aged A Murder Factory,” read the lead

For those who made weeklybe i headline in the next moring’s Courant.
By DAVID OWENS payments, there was an added benefit: “Mirs. Archer-Gilligan Accused Of
dowens@courant.com Archer-Gilligan might not murder them.

The Archer Home for Elderly and KILLINGS, A6
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MAPPING OUT A CAREER

After Time As Counterfeiter, Abel Buell Reinvents Himself

By NANCY SCHOEFFTLER ities agreeable to the Peace of
nschosffler@courant.com 1783. Humbly inscribed to his
excellency 0?31 Govemc}r and
n October the Library of ' §  Company e state of Con-
o ned:a;yew ‘ E "A R h :;cdncut by thellr most Obidlbz?t
very humble servant
ﬁrstmap ofthe United Mgm% Buell”.

States — the first ever to depict
the Stars and Stripes. It was
printed in New Haven in1784 by a Con-
pecticut engraver, Abel Buell, just halfa
year after the Treaty of Paris ended the
Revolutionary War.

A newandcorrectmapoftheUmned
States of North America layd down from
the latest observations and best author-

Buell’s lofty inscription on
the map doesn’t make note of
the fact that his engraving career got off to
aless than exemplary start.

Born in1742 in Killingworth and ap-
prenticed as a lad to a goldsmith named
Ebenezer Chittenden, Buell was con-
victed in 1764 of counterfeiting the colo-

ny’s currency.

By one account in The Courant, his
neighbors had suspected for some time
that Buell was up to some sort of crook-
edness, “for lights had been seen burning
in a chamber of his house at uncanny
hours”

The late-night light at the young man’s
dwelling became the talk of the town.
“anllya curious person

gddcf:r,xi.ncliy placing it against the
house,crawledupmaplacenearthe
chamber window where he saw Buell
engaged in the work of

industriously
altering the five-shilling notes”
ABEL BUELL, B10

EEATING
ckeating@courant.com
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Umversxty of Connecticut basketball
IegeMTamGeorgehasbeenmpnsonfor

six months, but now his sentencing has
been postponed for the second time until
mid-May.

George was convicted in late
on four felony counts of wire in

connection with running a Ponzi scheme
that prosecutors say could have involved as

WIRE FRAUD CASE

much as $7 million and at least 10 victims.
He was origi scheduled to be sen-
hencedmm:d-Januarybutthecom'tdate
has been postponed twice because an
interview between George and his proba-
tion officer for a pre-sentence report was
delayed due to snowstorms, said David E.
Schafer, George’s federal public defender.
The attorney said that George has been

ing the success of the UConn men’s
team, but he had not seen his

client since UConn qualified for the Final

. Tate George Sentencing Postponed

Four on Sunday with a victory at Madison
Square Garden.
“Isawhimacoupleofweeksago,”
Schafer said in an interview. “Im sure
dxey’reaﬂwatchngdmegn&satthepod.
Each pod has a TV in room. I
know they get CBS”
George,45,i.sbangheldmthoutbaﬂat
the minimum-security Monmouth County
jail in his home state of New Jersey, which

GEORGE, B10

83



3

TR R T

RS eypuny -vj‘-.—»k —_—y

| ; ol
gt (et ¥

mmwmlmmmsmmammmmmmmd&mm.

Abel Buell: Nothing If Not Inventive

Continued from Page B

Buell was turning them into five-pound
notes.

Cropping And Branding

Counterfeiting was a serious crime, in
some cases punishable by death. The
king’s tor, Matthew Griswold,
tried Buell’s case, and he must have taken
a shine to the young engraver. While Buell
was sentenced to prison, cropping and
brandmg,heactuallygotoﬁq\mehghdy

In cropping, a portion of a man’s ear
was cut off; sometimes an ear was nailed
to a pillory and torn off as the criminal
tried to move. But Buell reportedly had
only the smallest tip of his ear clipped off,
which he held on his tongue and
to reattach. He also was branded witha
hot iron on the forehead — though it’s
unclear whether he was branded with an
“F” for forger or a “C” for counterfeiter.
But again Buell’s sentence was compara-
tively mild: The brand was made so high
on his forehead that he later could conceal
it with alock of hair.

Buell first was sent to prison in Nor-
wich, but influential friends arranged for
him tobe moved to the jail in Killing-
worth. There he invented a stone-cutting
machine, called a lapidary, and presented
a gold ring with stones to Griswold — his
prosecutor; who later became governor of
Connecticut. Legal ethics evidently were a
bit more relaxed back then, and it must
have been quite a ring: Shortly after re-
cemngﬁxegtft,Griswoldamngedfor

Buell’s pardo:

Bue]i later worked for mapmaker Ber-
nard Romans. Although a Courant story
says that nothing suggests Buell had any

Buell — sent an employee to trick Buell
into showing how the governor's sealona
letter could be broken, the letter opened
and then resealed. Buell was ordered
arrested but managed to escape back to
Connecticut.

Buell was nothing if not inventive. A
1912 article in The Courant called him

“one of the shrewdest and ablest examples
of the time-honored Yankee genius that
this state, or any other, has seen. If Abel
had lived in these days he would have
been written up in half a dozen maga-
zines. He would doubtless have spent
more or less time in jail, as he did even in
those far away days, and it is not to be
doubted but what he would have attracted
much attention as some of our present day
inventors, captains of industry, and all
around shrewd men”

During the Revolution, the only type
available was an expensive French variety,
so Buell turned an old meeting house in
New Haven into a type foundry and cast
the first font of American-made Zpe

Buell also studied the coining

pers and invented a machine for striking
oﬁtheold fashioned colomalpenmaand
minting the new state of Connecticut’s
first ies. And in1795 he built one of
the cotton mills in the state, in what is
now West Haven; like many of his
projects, it failed.

Some Quirks

But Buell’s 1784 map of the ori
United States — decorated with
tions of Minerva, the goddess of war,
blowing a trumpet, and Liberty, holding a
staff and a globe — is clearly his most
noteworthy achievement.

It was sold at auction in 2010 to David

AL Didhancknin an

Lriindaw am 2 e

brary’s chief of the Geography and Map P

Dmmn,mhiﬁxeGmthe!ﬂ’mYs

staff newsletter, in 201IL “But firstand
foremost is that it is the first map of the
United States by someone from the
United States printed in the United
States.”

There are some quirks. Buell left the
“New” off of New Hampshire, and he
didn’t identify New York state or New
York City at all.

The states of North Carolina, South
Carolina and Georgia are shown extend-
ingallthewayw&sttotheMississippi

And Connecticut is depicted as split in
two by New York and
(which is misspelled). The borders of
Connecticut’s western portion, accordmg
to Buell’s map, run west to the

mwhatlaterwouldbethenorﬂ;empor- .

tions of Ohio, Indiana and Iilinois.
Buell’s offhand approach to spelling
and his grandiose pride in his map is also
evxdentmaneaﬂyadhepubhshedfortr,
in which he spells his own last name as
“Buel” The ad reads, in part:
pﬂ“Astll‘;xsngMAgxsﬂ:eeﬁeeactofhthéncom-
er’s and unwearied app on,
diligence and industry, and as perfection
has been the great object of his labours,
and it being the first ever compiled, en-
graved, and finished by one man, and an
American, he flatters himself, that every
patriotic gentleman, and lover of geo-
graphwa] knowledge, will not hesitate to

encourage the improvements of hisown

country. Every favour will be most grate-
fully acknowledged by the public’s most

obedient and very humble servant, ABEL - :

BUEL”
His hand-colored, engraved map — one

B T U O, SIS S — .
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So, why was Hayden set
B By bons s it of

“Mrs. Hayden,

«trial” because Hayden’s ar- the prisoner, a bemgiful

In 1944 more than three
decades after the trial, The

Courant interviewed Hor-

the free?
Histrialin Hew Haven —  ace B. Perry of New Haven,

pgisoned
ad-
had bought

as if he was led released on bail and never
fright to commit brought to trial again.
arsenic to kill rats.

crime of murder, and yet Mary Stannard’s killer
a

did it in so

degree murder, after evi- whom wrote to The
dence showed that Stan- Courantin later years.
nard had been

mitted that

referred to adecade lateras  the

“the famous barn arsenic

fie e
by a grand jury for first- Madison residents, some of

= CONNECTICUT ———=

Tooks
the
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COURANT FILE PHOTO

Ammmhvmdmfuwksldeﬁiebormébeﬂake!yonﬂlenmofOctRmk.Sb(bodes.ﬁw
owner, a sales clerk and four customers, were found insids, all shot to death.

GRISLY NIGHT AT
DONNA LEE BAKERY

Brutal Shooting In '74 At Neighborhood Shop Took Six Lives

NEWBRITAIN Even after all the mass
nation in the past 40 years, the name of a Mom
New Britain bakery remains infamous. INHISTORY

Before the night of Oct. 19,1974, the Donna
Lee Bakery was a neighborhood place to pick up doughnuts,
bread, cakes and cannoli. Thereafter, the name evoked only
senseless, point-blank brutality.

‘T've Never Seen That Much Blood’

Thecallto came in at 8:50 p.m. — lights on and front
door open at the East Street shop; no one inside. Officer James
Golon recalled in a recent interview that the day, aSamrday
hadbeenbusymxdbehadnotectenwhenad:spmhet
him to check the

Golon walked in the unlocked door and found no
one in front. He went through to the back and discovered a
savage scene. All six victims had been shot at close range. Two
had been beaten severely before they were shot.

Golon said he first thought there were five bodies, but later
learned that one victim was sprawled on top of another man.
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Scene Of
Carnage

Continued from Page Bl

He called in to headquarters and
told the second officer to arrive
what to expect. The other cop said
somethmgh'he, ‘Youbemnotbe

me on’ — but he changed his’

* Golon said.

balmrysﬂamhadaﬁshoffear RONALD PISRORSEKIL left, escorted by police after his arrest, was found gullty

been hit with ¢ mm slugs. They
mn!esckrkﬂc!m&mn,

49, of New Britain; and William
Donshue Jr., 27, of West Hartford.

The motive was robbery, but the
haul from the register and victims
was only about $300. Salerni still
had $1.350 in his pants pockets
when police found him.

“Tiny’ And Gary

The killers had come froma
party no more than a 3’/>~minute
drive from the bakery. They
returned to 52 Austin St. on the
city’s East Side at sbout 9 pm. One
told a friend to come into the
hmhen,mrdmgmreoordsofd)e

of the Donna Lee Bakery killings in December 1975, He was sentencad to 150 years.

COURANT FILE PHOTO
GARY SCHRAGER left, pleaded guity in the slayings and was sentenced to 20

summee S G0 Al La WY warns dalad b tlam mbaba o asmldn bamerd e ol s osns S oan fron



WaA waan

likedtodrmkhequilasu'alghtup,sxx
or seven shots in one glass. Schrager
was known as a quiet man who
became explosive when drunk.
Nextherwasasteadyworker,andm

natives, had been planninga

for at least a week before
Oct. 19, They probably had targeted
the Brookside Package Store next
door to the bakery, but it was closed
by the time they arrived.

Schrager arrived. They announced
they were robbing the place, but it
turned out there wasn't much
money in the till. Giansanti said the
owner would be by shortly and he
usually had cash.
So the two waited. And as they
waited, customers arrived.
Giansanti had been ing at
the bakery for about six
Her husband, Humbert Giansanti,

stopped in at about 6:35 p.am. on his -
way to a Moose Helalhd
decorated a birthday

showed it to him.

Kron left home at about 8 pam. to
buy rye bread. Donahue, a
Northeast Utilities was
helping out with a dance
for NU workers at the Knights of
Columbus hall in Ni He

left the hall in his 1968 Corvette
Stingray to pick up a date,a
2l-year-old Newington woman. He
hadgbnemtothcbaku'ywnsk
directions to her house,

The Dowlings haddroppedm
a&erchumh,asthey}mdforsemal
yem's,eobuydam.\me
have gone in first and
ﬁ:llowedmseewhat

his uncle
recogmz:ly ﬁwunldbeable

to identify him.
Evidence showed that Donahue

Donahue was the last to die. A crime
scene photo showed him slumped
halfonwg;f'l‘homml)owhngs'

; his face up.

A Blus Bandanna
City and state police had no

17. At least five inches had been cut
from both barrels before the sale.
W&hragaaﬂedﬂzsbm‘m

When the pair arrived at the
shotgun with them. Noury said
Piskorski went into the kitchen, put
ﬁlehandgtmunderthefmcetand
washed away a red substance
around the

Piskorski Schrager then went
into a bathroom right off the
kitchen, and in about two minutes,
Noury told police, they called him
in. The two were tearing papers and
cards out of several wallets and
flushing the stuff down the toilet,

e e
RNyt

ﬁngerprmtswerealsoonn.Noury
borrowed his girlfriend’s car and the
two drove to a pond in Berlin by
Route 72. Piskorski took off the blue

A state police diver would later find
the gun and four wallets

ablue bandanna The shotgun was
found in the Berlin home of a friend
o
On outto
evzdence,NmnysmdPnskmsh
“tbathehmitodoxt,g
it wasn’t worth it and he wouldn’t

slayings at his trial in December
1975. Because the death penalty was «
not an option at the time, he was
sentenced to150 years to life in
prison. ﬂt:albegmhtem
1976.He proceedings
earlyto guilty to four of the
six slayings. But it was a strange
confumSchraga'admwedthat

. both he and Piskorski had gone
16-gauge shotgun, whi :
man sold to the pair for $20 on Oct.

tbebakerywrobmsd:mgersazdhe
mshotmyone,bmhewmldnot

was sentenced t0 20
years to life. He tried to gain parole
several times — to the strenuous

jections of victims’ families — but
the state parole board finally ruled
in 1997 that he will never be set free.
Now 685, Piskorski is locked up in
a Maine prison. Schrager, 70, isina
Minnesota pen.

Golon,nawrem'edandhvmgm
California, says that the memory of

“Tt never left me)” he said.
90




Courtroom Twists And Turns

Some Surprising Connecticut Decisions Still Spur Debate
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mmmmmmmwﬂdwmmswm while serving
two yaars in prison for a counterfeiting conviction. This print, made from the original copper plate, Is in the collection of the
Connecticut Historical Soclety.

far Brunton'’s largest and most
according to Bates. It
mmnuzo.sinchessqmre.he

Engraver
Depicted
Daily Life
In Prison




known prints made directly from it,
as well as Brunton’s portraits of
Major Reuben Humphreys and his
Anna, are in the collection of
the Connecticut Historical Society.

“Old Brunton,” as he was
was a transient who in the late 1700s
lived in West Suffield with the
family of a resident named Gad
Rose, according to 21906 book by
Albert Carlos Bates, a librarian at
the Connecticut Historical Society.

While Brunton engraved a
bookplate for Rose, the engraver
was known as a “counterfeiter of
paper money printed from plates
cut by himself” Bates wrote in “An
Early Connecticut Engraver and His
Work”

Records from Superior Court in
Windham County show that
Bruntonalsoetched_rcl:loms,
according to Bates. The papers state
that Brunton was in the custody of
sheriffs in March 1799 because on
Feb.1 1799, in Woodstock, he
“wittingly & feloniously with force
b sl iy

& dies purpose
of counmnng the True Silver
Coin which was passing within this
State..”

Brunton apparently managed to
maintain his sense of humor after
his room had been raided.

“It is related that officers once
searched his room at Mr. Rose’s
house in search of counterfeit bills
orplawsforthelrmamxfscnue,but

success,” Bates wrote. “It is
also said that Mr. Brunton remarked
after the search that the officers
came too soon, as he had completed
onlytheplateforones:deofsome

“In spite of this bravado, it is
possiblethathisdepmmeﬁ'omMn
Rose’s was a sudden one aided by
the strong arm of the law; else why
should he leave numerous of his
engravedplahsatMr Rose’s

Oncearresmdandchargedthh
counterfeiting, Brunton pleaded not
guiltyButhewsfoundguﬂty
trial, and ordered to do hard labor
for two years at New-Gate.

“The term of the penalty may
seemmdaymbeashortoneforﬁte
crime of which Brunton was
convicted, yet an examination of the
recordswillshowthatttwasﬁmy
up to the average sentence at that
e s e
“Count apparently, was not
frowned upon as sternly then as it is

’l‘hatmayhavebeentmein
Connecticut, but, at the time,
according to Child, counterfeiting in

superintendent, Reuben Humphreys,

circa T799-1801

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

NEW-GATE PRISONER Richard
Brunton painted Anna Humphreys, wife
of the prison superintendent, circa
1799-1801, The oll painting shows her
holding their infant daughter Eliza and
wearing a fancy plumed hat.

New York and Rhode Island was
un's_hablebydath.“oftenby

Whether he served hard labor or
not, Brunton had plenty of time
while behind bars to create an
intricate work of art on a heavy
copper plate known as “A
Prospective View of Old Newgate,
Connecticut’s State Prison.” Ttg;
copperwasapparenﬂymmed m
the “dungeons” of the prison,
%mamdepubhshedm
Sunday, 25,1924, e

May 25,192
sl i e
.war

who found other em than

the mgm%ﬁngwnhthe =
ungeon,

guard.sandgetnng on the cider

which old Guinea, a former slave

example” of Brunton’s i
Butﬁlatmdonewm
p i
It is the engraving he did at
New-Gate of the prison itself that's

well. There's an entry on him in
"I‘heNewYcrkHlstoncalSoaety’s
ofAmstsmAmenca,
1564-1860”Bsdsmtmg
‘Washington and his

?labework,rtsays
several jail terms

Bmdmﬂ)eshowmwn’s
hatched lines and scroll work —
made their way into the homes of
doctors, lawyers, ministers,
politicians, merchants and Yale
College graduates in the form of

ornaments and

wnhthehelp f seeel—cumngby%
ofa
alledabml’-‘mlaysmd.

Brunton presumably tried
gganmhmselfwuhl-lmphreys,
was appointed superintendent
ofd:epmonmmé,wnhthe
oil-on-canvas portraits he
of him and his wife, Anna, holding
their infant daughter Eliza. Brunton
depmdthecouple'swenlﬂxand
social status through their
— full military dress for him, a
plumed hat for her — —and through
objects shown in the
including leather-bound books and
a china tea set.
The Connecticut Historical
Society’s collection also includes

registers, decorative printed papers
{:)o;;:ardnames:nsdvge:ﬁ,damof
marriage, made
from metal plates etchedby .
Brunton.
“He’s pretty much the first

personwho’sdobgthisin

" Finlay said.
ite his
anthmD%P dledmhm in

Republic,” she said.
And like those at New-Gate who
mined Chi!dcontmuam
mine for about Brunton. She
mvxtesﬂ:osew:thmoremimmahon
to contact her through o1
www.deborahmchild.com.
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Exhibits from The Museum of Crime,
Washington DC

(now closed due to losing their lease)



LAW ENFORCEMENT - FORENSIC SCIENCE - HISTORY OF CRIME

CRIME -I- MUSEUM

lohn Wayne Gacy‘g’.
Pogo™ Clown Suit \{\

vies

CRIME !|! MUSEUM

ABOUT US HELP THE MISSING TRAVELING EXHIBITS EDUCATION RESOURCES CONTACT US

FBI'S TEN MOST WANTED

FBI TEN MOST
WANTED PUGITIVE

WILLIAM BRADFORD BISHOP, JR,

Madame -
T;ssa&) |

VASHINGTON D. C

\5
3

Sadly, due to unforeseen circumstances Crime Museum closed its doors
to the public on September 30, 2015, Crime Museum will continue to
operate the Natalee Halloway Resource Center, Crime Library and law
enforcement related education programs as well as continue to be a &‘ 4

repository for famous crime and law enforcement related objects. o7l
F Y )

o
ALCATRAZ EAST IS NOW OPEN: f X
. ol

Alcatraz East Crime Museum opened in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee

ALEATRAZ December 16, 2016. The museum contains some of the United States’ Click here to SAVE

most infamous artifacts. Visit Alcatraz East for details. |
EAST o= 30! W
- x : |
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Colonial Era Connecticut Witch Trials

WiTCy,
TRIALS
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Cells and exhibits

‘PUNISHMENT
THE CONSEQUENCES
OF CRIME

-

111



neers and Frecbooters
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Audio Tours and Shop
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Displays and Memorials for Law Enforcement

Comprrtnt Department of Coarver o
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The History of Gun Manufacturing in Connecticut

ngton Rifle
.35 coliber

Deputy Sheriff Preatiss Oukley was part of the sis member posse tht
ambished and kitled Bonnie and Clyde. Oakley was knowa us an
excellent marksman, und was eareying o Rembnglon rifie such s this
He is credited with having fired the fatal shot that killed Clyde

Remington Revolver
W 34 caliber
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Techniqgues Of Punishment Throughout The Years

HANGING
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Infamous Criminals
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White Collar and Government Criminals

probably is.”

MARTIN FRANKEL

101 biis cureer. Frankel defrunded lnvestors, nsueunce
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VIRUSES AND COMPUTER HACKING COST
US BUSINESSES $266 BILLION IN 1998




Crime Scenes and CSI Labs

Particularly for Connecticut with the work of Dr. Henry Lee
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