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The Connecticut Museum of  

Crime & Punishment 
At the Old Middlesex County Jail 

Saybrook Road, CT Route 154 

Haddam, Connecticut 

 

 

The incredible history of crime in Connecticut, the inevitably bad  

consequences for the criminals, and the surprisingly interesting history  

of the country’s oldest county jail 

 

 

    
 

 

The imposing but seemingly innocuous stone building in the center of Haddam at first 

appears to be a large, historic home in this town which boasts more colonial-era house than 

Williamsburg. But the sturdy structure, built of local “Haddam granite”, holds surprises 

inside, in both its history and its accommodations. The original portion of the complex, on 

the corner, was built in 1845 and reflects that era when Greek Revival style architecture 

was in fashion. The stone is of local Haddam Granite, quarried from the hilltop across the 

street. The vertical strip windows on the addition to the rear, however, are a clue that 

something unusual is happening inside. This building houses a seriously grim and 

foreboding cellblock! 

 

This facility has its origins in 1786 when the original Middlesex County Jail was built here 

and it remained active as a jail until 1969. The Town of Haddam acquired the property in 

2007 from the State, as has been exploring possible ideas for reutilization of the buildings 

and grounds. This proposal seeks to demonstrate that the Old County Jail can indeed 

become a museum, but one dedicated to more than just its own very interesting history 
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The strategy behind The Museum of Crime and Punishment is based on the following:

a. People are fascinated with crime stories. We always have been, always will be.

b. This building is a perfect backdrop for telling those stories. The rooms in the north 

wing, or the Jailer’s Quarters, and the many cells in the jailhouse, lend themselves to 

a variety of exhibit possibilities.

c. The stories will teach the school children who come to explore the museum that for 

the criminals, it always ends badly. Indeed, crime does not pay. Hopefully what they 

see and experience, including being locked in a cell, will become a deterrent for 

them in the future.

d. Connecticut has a long and interesting history of crime and also punishment, 

sometimes not deserved. From the 11 alleged witches hanged in Connecticut before 

the Salem witch trials, to Haddam’s own mass-murderer, Emil Schutte, to white 

collar criminals and corrupt politicians, there is an overabundance of material which 

can been displayed here. And new material is being created every day.

e. One area of focus will be the role of law enforcement, the Connecticut State Police 

and local police forces, in bringing the criminals to justice. An overview of the 

departments, featured real-life stories, and profiles of heroic figures will bring a 
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better understanding of the importance of these men and women who put their  
lives on the line every day. An additional possibility is a memorial exhibit for
those who lost their lives in the line of duty.

f.    Haddam is a beautiful, bucolic town, which benefits to a minor extent from
nearby tourist attractions such as the Goodspeed Opera House, Gillette Castle, the
Essex Steam Train, numerous state parks and of course, the Connecticut River. A 
well-designed, quality museum at this location could easily be a regular stop for 
visitors to the area, and can be included in all the tourism materials covering this 
area. Additionally, properly conceived and displayed, the museum could become 
a regular destination for busloads of school children from all over the state. 
Accordingly, the museum could be very successful in revenue-generating, and 
will also bring in a stream of customers for Haddam’s existing businesses.

g.   Funding for this project could come from a wide variety of possible sources, 
including Federal and State Economic Development grants, Historic Preservation
grants and tax credits, private foundation preservation grants, corporate 
sponsorship, gun manufacturers, and even the State Police and the State 
Department of Corrections. Besides the daily ticket sales, the Jail could be rented 
out for special events, parties, sleep-overs for the scouts, and whatever else might 
come up.

h.  An important part of the story of catching the criminals is the State Forensics Lab,       
headed for many years by the famous Dr. Henry Lee. This can be a springboard 

.    for many interesting state and even national stories.
i.   A natural companion piece to the Jail would be a restaurant open for lunches and  

dinners and open evenings with food, drink and live music, “The Jailhouse Café”.

Ownership and management of the museum also holds a number of possibilities. After 
economic feasibility studies were done, the Town or the State could decide to run it, 
lease it to a non-profit or even a private for-profit party. The Connecticut State 
Historical Society is a possibility to run it or be a partner. They have a well-developed 
“Crime & Punishment” area of their website. Some examples are included here. The 
Jailhouse Café could prove to be very successful in its own right, and could expand into 
more of the floor space. Initially, offices on the upper levels could be rented to assist in 
providing revenue. One possibility is that the Haddam Historical Society could staff 
an office in the complex and manage the facility on a day-to-day basis.

The Town of Haddam has a historic building complex which needs to be repurposed, 
and we have a potential long term, revenue-generating concept which would be an asset 
to the Town and the entire Connecticut River Valley region. It certainly seems to merit 
further investigation in terms of economic feasibility, and see if support would be there 
from the people of the Town.

On the following pages is a sampling of some of the many possible exhibits, themes for 
exhibits, and links to related resources. Also included are some examples of source 
books and news articles, where many of these stories are already written.
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Photos of the Jail Complex
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Floor Plans
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Demolished
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CT Museum of Crime & Punishment

Conceptual outline for exhibits



20

THE CONNECTICUT MUSEUM OF CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

CMCP CONCEPTUAL OUTLINE FOR EXHIBITS

• Middlesex County Jail

Overall history: http://www.haddamhistory.org/Jail.htm

Why were people imprisoned here through the years? The crimes reflected the times.

What did the prisoners do here? Uniqueness as an agricultural prison farm, to rehabilitate.

Notable prisoners: Bobby Seale

9 held for murder in 1911

• Famous crimes

Arsenic and Old Lace

New haven Jai Alai –Roger Wheeler and Whitey Bulger

Hartford Distributors- Omar Thornton

(Eventually) the Cheshire murders

New Britain serial killer, bodies near Rt. 9: William Devin Howell

Isabella Gardiner Museum $500 million art heist & R. Gentile

How to respectfully deal with Sandy Hook?

• Famous prisoners

Emil Schutte of Haddam, Cremation Hill, his execution

CT hangs 11 witches before Salem trials began

Mad Dog Joseph Taborsky

Serial Killer Michael Ross

Wood Chipper Killer- Richard Crafts

Kennedy cousin Michael Skakel

The Amistad: shipload of prisoners on trial in New Haven

• Unsolved: cold cases

There are dozens

Yale murder- Susan Jovin

wall of lost souls

http://www.angelfire.com/ct3/unsolvedct

http://www.ctcoldcases.com/whoami.html

http://www.ctcoldcases.com/serialkillers.html

• Catching the Bad Guys 

Connecticut State Police and local police forces

Tracking down the criminals

CSI & Dr. Henry Lee

DNA testing changes everything

Penny‘s murderer caught 28 years later by new technology

• White Collar Criminals

Ivan Boesky

Martin Frankel

Wall Street wizards

http://www.haddamhistory.org/Jail.htm
http://www.angelfire.com/ct3/unsolvedct
http://www.ctcoldcases.com/whoami.html
http://www.ctcoldcases.com/serialkillers.html
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• Politicians

Gov. John Rowland

Mayor Phillip Giordano

Mayor Joseph Ganim

• Exoneration of the Innocent

“The Innocence Project”

Successfully saved people- examples

• Prisons

Old Newgate, first state prison, in caves: http://voices.yahoo.com/

old-newgate-prison-connecticut-held-prisoners-underground-3697450.html

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/history/famous-cases/brinks-robbery

Country Club prisons

High Security

Whiting Forensic Hospital

Niantic Women’s (movies of the 50s?)

• Special exhibits

crime scene (could be interactive)

organized crime: Mafia in CT-. Jai-Lai execution, 

Isabelle Gardiner Art Heist- ($50 million!))  Who has replaced them?

gallows outdoors

gas chamber

electric chair

firing squad

visit the farm

• Connecticut’s Most Wanted

http://www.criminalwatch.com/mostwanted/ct.asp

http://www.fbi.gov/wanted/topten

• Other museums

http://www.crimemuseum.org

http://www.travelchannel.com/interests/arts-and-culture/articles/crime-museums

http://www.jailmuseum.com/Home.70.0.html

• Interactive (!)

spend the night in jail- scouts, class trips

party in the jail

CSI: http://www.goldstar.com/events/washington-dc/csi-experience

firing squad (DC has one!!!)

firearms training simulator (DC)

high speed chase simulator (DC)

pics behind bars

pics in manacles (outdoors)

http://voices.yahoo.com/old-newgate-prison-connecticut-held-prisoners-underground-3697450.html
http://voices.yahoo.com/old-newgate-prison-connecticut-held-prisoners-underground-3697450.html
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/history/famous-cases/brinks-robbery
http://www.criminalwatch.com/mostwanted/ct.asp
http://www.fbi.gov/wanted/topten
http://www.crimemuseum.org/
http://www.travelchannel.com/interests/arts-and-culture/articles/crime-museums
http://www.jailmuseum.com/Home.70.0.html
http://www.goldstar.com/events/washington-dc/csi-experience
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History of the Jail and property

Courtesy of the Haddam Historical Society
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Stories of Crime & Punishment in Connecticut

Courtesy of the Hartford Courant, Haddam Bulletin, and other sources
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THE STORY OF EMIL SCHUTTE
HADDAM’S OWN MASS-MURDERER

By Liz Warner

While doing research for the book on the history of Haddam (Portrait of a River Town, Greater Middletown 

Preservation Trust, 1984), I spent every day in Haddam for three years. I got to know the history of the town well 

and talked with many local residents. I thought of the place as home.

I picked up pieces of the story of Cremation Hill here and there… Schutte, murder, burning… However, the story 

from one person to another was never the same. Therefore, I devoted about a year researching what really 

happened! The funny thing is, the reality was so much more interesting than the myths.

The trial and subsequent hanging of Haddam’s own Emil Schutte for the murders of the Ball family of Haddam 

caused a sensation in Connecticut during the 1920s.

Born on December 4, 1867, Emil Schutte was 20 years old when he arrived in New York from Germany, possibly 

the Saxony region, on October 1, 1887. Seven years after he arrived, Marie J. (maiden name unknown) emigrated 

from Germany, and they were probably married soon afterward. Marie Schutte was 10 years younger than Emil, 

only 17 years old when she came from Germany to New York. One account described her as kind looking woman, 

with dark hair and eyes, and slender.

Emil and Marie Schutte had seven sons. Their eldest, Walter, was born in New York in 1898. The other six boys 

were all born in Connecticut: Julius in 1899, William in 1902, Rudolph in 1904, Emil R. in 1906, Gustav in 1908, 

Herbert in 1912, and Wilson in 1915. By 1908 the Schutte family was living on the Middlesex Turnpike, in the 

Shailerville section of Haddam just north of the Baptist Church, and Emil was the owner of his own farm. By 1918, 

Emil also operated a grocery store on the property. By 1920, a gasoline pump in front of the house provided the 

increasing automobile traffic on the turnpike with a place to fill up. A small shed adjacent to the house advertised 

that Schutte also sold grain, hay, and feed supplies.

Schutte did well, financially. He had some powerful friends in Middletown. However, he was not well liked. It 

may have been his German heritage at a time when America was at war in Europe, but most likely, it was his 

shady dealings. He’d had at least two lawsuits that he lost related to selling land that either he didn’t own or that 

he misrepresented. He threatened those who filed against him.

I had the great fortune in 1990 to interview an elderly Haddam resident who remembered the Schutte 

family. William Meyers was born in 1903 and grew up on Walkley Hill Road in Haddam center. His father was
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a butcher and did odd jobs for a wealthy neighbor. Meyer attended the small school across from the Brainerd 

Library with William and Rudolph Schutte. Meyer recalls that Emil Schutte was a scary man, with only a faint 

German accent.

Meyers saw Mrs. Schutte as a “little old lady,” although Marie was not yet forty years old.

It was clear, Meyers said, that Marie Schutte was terrified of her husband and worked like a slave in the store 

and on the farm. He referred to the Schutte children as “different.”

Meyer remembered clearly one visit to the Schutte store in about 1915. His father had gone to the Dickenson 

place on Plains Road to butcher a pig. After killing the animal, cleaning and hanging it to drain, they headed to 

Schutte’s to pick up some supplies. While his father was in the store, William wandered out back and saw 

Gustav Schutte, who was known as Gussie. With William as his audience, Gussie grabbed a live chicken, 

ripped off its head and began to eat the struggling fowl.

It was Julius, however, who seemed to suffer the most from his father’s temper. Even Meyer knew that Julius 

was beaten more often than any of the Schutte children. Julius Schutte told authorities that when he left for the 

Navy in 1916, his father’s parting words were, “Go, and may the first bullet that comes along strike you dead.”

Emil Schutte’s life began to unravel on Wednesday, May 18, 1921. On the evening of that day, Marie and Emil 

argued about some land that Emil had put in Marie’s name. Evidently, some years earlier, most of Emil 

Schutte’s land holdings had been transferred to his wife to protect them from any lawsuit that might risk his 

investments. On the advice of her sons, Marie Schutte resisted signing over the property to Emil on that 

Wednesday, and he threatened her with a revolver. When she ran to her son Walter’s house nearby, Walter came 

to her defense and fired a shotgun over his father’s head. The family, in support of their mother and in fear of 

their lives, had Schutte arrested. With their father in custody, the sons finally blurted out the past sins of their 

father.

Within three days of Schutte’s arrest for threatening his wife, he was a suspect in four murders, and authorities 

were looking for links between Schutte and several local disappearances and arson fires. Police investigations, 

however, concentrated on the disappearance of Dennis LeDuc in April of 1921, and the deaths of Joseph Ball, 

his wife, and their son in 1915.
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For the next two or three months, the state police, the Middlesex County sheriff’s office, led by Sheriff Burt 

Thompson, and the state’s attorneys office worked to piece together a case against Emil Schutte. Schutte’s 

own sons provided most of the incriminating information.

When I left you on Wednesday, Emil Schutte of Haddam had been arrested on May 18, 1921, for threatening 

his wife Marie with a shotgun. Once he was locked up, his sons went to the police to tell them what they 

knew about their father’s activities over the years.

Two days after Schutte’s arrest, on a tip from Schutte’s sons, the authorities picked charred bones, buttons 

and buckles from a brush pile on property belonging to Emil Schutte atop Cremation Hill. Authorities 

claimed the remains belonged to Dennis LeDuc, an older French-Canadian man who had been working for 

Schutte as a farm hand. Evidence suggested the fire had been set with kerosene.

During a pre-trial hearing to determine if there was sufficient evidence to try him for LeDuc’s murder, three 

Schutte boys testified that their father and LeDuc had argued loudly on the evening of April 21, 1921. 

Rudolph Schutte, aged 17, claimed that he had seen a wounded Dennis LeDuc the next morning “with a hole 

in his head through which the brains seemed to beat.” When Rudolph asked him about it, he said he’d never 

been so drunk in his life and had no idea what had happened to him. Mrs. Schutte dressed his wounds.

William Schutte, then 20 years old, testified he saw LeDuc dead on his cot in the barn the following day. 

Several people recalled a large brush fire was reported later that day atop Cremation Hill, and LeDuc was 

subsequently noticed missing. The state claimed the motive for the killing was money; Schutte owed LeDuc 

$100 for a season’s work. 

In early July, the court determined the state had enough evidence to try him on the murder of Dennis LeDuc. 

The Haddam court was overturned and charges were dropped against Schutte in regards to LeDuc’s death.

The state turned its efforts to the deaths of the Balls. In 1915 a tragic fire had claimed the lives of three 

members of the Joseph Ball family and their deaths had been attributed to asphyxiation. With information 

from the Schutte boys, the bodies of the Ball family were exhumed from the Haddam cemetery and within 

the caskets examiners found several spent shells, verifying that they had been shot. In September Schutte was 

bound over for trial, scheduled to begin on October 4, 1921, at the Middlesex County Superior court in 

Middletown.
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As the state built its case against Schutte, a horrified public followed every detail released in the press and 

gossiped about the brutal man living amongst them. Meanwhile, Schutte sat in the Haddam jail awaiting trial. 

The Haddam jail, located on the Middlesex Turnpike (Route 154) at the intersection of Jail Hill Road, was 

built in 1845 at a time when Haddam and Middletown shared the county seat. By 1920, Haddam no longer 

had half-shire status, but its jail continued to serve the lower part of Middlesex County until the 1980s.

When the trial started, the state’s star witness was Julius Schutte, aged 22. Julius testified that in the wee 

hours of the morning of December 10, 1915, he and his father had sneaked up to the Ball’s shack in the north 

end of the Tylerville section of Haddam, less than a mile from Schutte’s house. Julius carried a 38-caliber rifle 

and oilcan, while his father brought along a shotgun, a bag of kindling, and two bags of shavings.

While on their way to the Ball property, Emil soaked the shavings in the oil. Julius stated that his father 

ordered him to put the bags of shavings next to a rear entrance to the Ball house and light them with matches. 

After the fire began near the back of the house, screams could be heard within. Emil opened fire on the Balls 

as they fled out the front door. First Mrs. Ball was shot and tumbled down an embankment in front of the 

house.

Jacob Ball, eighteen years old, came out with a revolver in his hand and was shot. The elder Joseph Ball was 

shot as he ran around the house looking for the source of the fire. Only the boy seemed to remain alive. Julius 

fired two shots at the boy, but both missed. Emil Schutte walked up to Jacob Ball, put his foot on his shoulder, 

and fired point blank into the back of his neck. Together, Julius and Emil dragged the bodies back into the 

burning house. As they left the scene, Emil turned back to watch the house now engulfed in flames and 

commented to his son, “The fire is burning fine. It looks pretty.”

What was the root of this venomous hatred Schutte felt? A feud had been brewing between the Balls and the 

Schuttes for several years. Both were immigrant families who had arrived in America about the same time, 

but their experiences could not have been more different. The Balls were Bohemians, from the western 

province of modern-day Czechoslovakia, near eastern Germany.

The Balls resided in the Moodus section of East Haddam for several years where they became wards of the 

town. In about 1909, the town of East Haddam bought them a house in Tylerville, on an unused road that ran 

from the turnpike to the Camp Bethel grounds (off present-day Ferry Road) to give them a fresh start and 

remove them as a burden on their community. Their one-room house, barely more than a hut, provided them 

with merely a roof over their heads.
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The Balls were considered undesirables and their neighbors greeted their arrival with disdain. Probably none 

more than neighbor, Emil Schutte. Joseph Ball’s house stood adjacent to a small building he used to house 

woodchoppers in his employ, including Dennis LeDuc. Schutte wanted to sell this piece of property south of 

the Ball place, but was ordered off the land by a shotgun-toting Joseph Ball. Schutte commented several 

times that he felt he would never be able to sell the land as long as the Balls lived next door.

There is no doubt that life had been hard for the Ball family. Numerous accounts refer to them as an elderly 

couple. However, Joseph and his wife were barely 50 years old when they moved to Haddam. Just prior to 

leaving East Haddam, the local probate court judge committed their two sons, Michael, just nine, and 12-

year-old Jacob, to the county orphanage in Haddam because the parents were unable to properly care for 

their children. For almost two years, the boys lived in the county home, less than two miles from the Ball 

house in Tylerville.

The Ball children were allowed to attend the Haddam center school, at least for a time. William Meyer, who 

I interviewed in 1990 about his early life in Haddam, was asked by his teacher to tutor Michael Ball, in about 

1910. It seems the teacher felt Michael’s New York accent was unacceptable and William was charged with 

tutoring him in a Haddam dialect of the English language.

It surprised Emil Schutte more than anyone that he was found guilty of murder.

As the two previous articles explained, Schutte, a Haddam grocer and, for a short time, a town constable, was 

accused by his sons in May 1921 of murdering the Ball family and an itinerant worker. Schutte covered up 

both murders by burning the remains of his victims.

Schutte went to trial in the summer of 1921 for the 1915 Ball murders, and his sons, Julius and Walter, 

were the prosecution’s main witnesses. Julius, 22, testified that he and his father set a fire at the rear of the 

Ball house in Haddam, and then shot Mrs. and Mrs. Joseph Ball and their son Jacob as they escaped the 

burning building. Together the two Schuttes tossed the victims back inside. The house and the bodies 

went up in flames.

Initially, the deaths of the Balls were ruled an accident. After Julius went to the police and told them the 

tale of the events, their bodies were exhumed and bullets were found in the casket near the decomposed 

bodies.

Emil Schutte, meanwhile was locked up in the Haddam County jail. He presented an arrogant and 

combative public image. And everything he said and did was reported in the Middletown papers.
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When a representative from the Salvation Army came to minister to the souls in the Haddam jail, Schutte 

expressed disinterest, refusing the gifts of a Bible and salvation. The public was shocked when Schutte fired his 

attorney Gustav B. Carlson in early August because he was unwilling to pay the lawyer fees. For a few days, 

Shutte insisted he did not need a lawyer, then sought out the services of a high-powered Hartford attorney to 

replace Carlson. It made news when Schutte shaved his mustache in mid-August.

On October 21, 1921, the jury returned a verdict of guilty on three counts of murder in the first degree. The local 

paper noted that Schutte, “who has maintained himself throughout the trial with a stoicism typical of his race,” 

remained calm when the verdict was pronounced.

On the evening before sentencing, Schutte tried to kill himself by slitting his wrists, and the sheriff sent him to the 

State prison where he could be better monitored. The sentence was for Schutte to hang at the State prison in 

Wethersfield in April of 1922, six months hence. During those intervening months, the reality clearly set in for 

Schutte. Schutte appeared desperate as his appeal wound through the courts. He wrote letters to old friends to 

help him. In return, most of friends turned the letters over to reporters who published them as news. In a letter to 

Yale Gordon of Middletown, a business acquaintance, Schutte’s reminded him about how fair he’d been to him in 

business and requested that he come to court and put in a good word for him.

His hanging eventually took place on October 22, 1922, one year after he was convicted. He was buried in an 

unmarked grave in Pine Grove Cemetery in Middletown. Marie Schutte remarried and moved to New Canaan 

with the youngest of her children. The older Schutte boys, particularly Julius, continued to run afoul of the law 

here and there, and then eventually left the area.

The former Tylerville home of the Schutte family, located on the east side of Middlesex Turnpike, was put on the 

market in September of 1922, and subsequently purchased by Alton Bolster, a retired New York policeman. He 

set about to improve the old place with new paint and modern improvements.

On a cool October night, after they had gone to sleep, the Bolsters were awakened by a neighbor pounding on 

their door at about 10:45 p.m. Flames were spreading from under the front veranda and threatening to engulf the 

entire house. Within an hour there were several hundred people at the scene who helped the Bolsters save 

furniture and other important belongings.

Fighting the fire was hampered by the fact that no well was available on the property and Haddam did not have a 

full-time fire department. The house was a total loss. Arson was suspected. Now all vestiges of the Schutte 

family were erased in Haddam, up in flames.
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  The Connecticut State Historical Society 

related exhibits and resources 
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powered this long, flanged wheel by climbing the paddles blades—a motion akin to walking 

up steps—in order to grind grain.
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Legal Landmarks 

Hartford Magazine 
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Hartford gangster Robert "The Cook" Gentile, once considered law enforcement's last, best 

hope of unraveling the $500 million Gardner museum art heist, has suffered from such a 

marked decline in health and mental deterioration that he could be released from prison.

The 80-year old mafia soldier's lawyer said the U.S. Marshal's Service, which has custody of 

Gentile, apparently has no institution capable of caring for Gentile in the northeast, so Gentile 

should be allowed to return to his home in Manchester where he would be monitored while in 

his family's care.

Gentile was held at the Donald W. Wyatt Detention Facility in Central Falls, R.I., awaiting 

trial on multiple federal weapons charges, when he was rushed on August 8 to a Rhode Island 

hospital.

"They tried to whack me," Gentile complained at the hospital, according to a person who 

spoke with him. Others familiar with the events said it appears that Gentile, whose health had 

been failing for months, fell and was taken unconscious to the hospital.
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"Wyatt will not be able to house Mr. Gentile when he is discharged from the hospital," McGuigan wrote. "The 

(Marshal's Service) is currently working to find a detention facility that can care for him and his medical 

needs, but most facilities that provide this high level of medical care to inmates are not in our immediate area, 

and it is likely Mr. Gentile will need to be housed several hours away from the district of Connecticut."

If Gentile were to be locked up far from Connecticut, it would be difficult for him to consult with his lawyer 

and prepare a defense to the weapons charges he faces.

Reputed Mobster Faces New Gun Charges In Wake Of FBI Search Of Manchester Home

Reputed Mobster Faces New Gun Charges In Wake Of FBI Search Of Manchester Home

Gentile was dismissed by law enforcement as a second rate hoodlum until 2010, when the widow of one of his 

mafia partners in Boston made a stunning admission that put him at the center the Gardner heist - the most 

expensive and one of the most baffling art robberies in history.

She told an FBI agent and the museum's security director that she had been present a half dozen or so years 

earlier when her husband passed two of the stolen paintings to Gentile outside a Portland, Maine hotel.

The admission was among the best breaks the Gardner investigators had obtained since March 18, 1990, when 

two thieves, disguised as police officers, bluffed their way into the Gardner and disappeared with 13 pieces, 

including "The Concert" by Vermeer and two Rembrandts, one of them his only known seascape, "Storm on 

the Sea of Galilee.“

Since the admission, Gentile has been under enormous investigative pressure. FBI agents have torn apart his 

home, searching guns and art. Informants have tied him to the stolen art and recorded him agreeing to sell 

some of the art. FBI agents have arrested Gentile regularly since 2010 on drug and gun charges.

In spite of allegations tying him to the art and the prospect of dying of old age in prison, Gentile has refused to 

budge from his position that he is being "framed" and knows nothing of the robbery or the art.

Less than a week before Gentile's hospitalization, U.S. District Judge Robert N. Chatigny, who is presiding 

over two gun cases against Gentile, ordered him transferred to a federal prison in Massachusetts for a 

competency evaluation. Rhode Island officials familiar with the events said in recent days that Gentile's 

worsening condition and combative attitude may make a competency evaluation may impossible.

Prior to his hospitalization, Gentile who is grossly overweight, had been reduced to rolling around the Rhode 

Island prison in a wheel chair, those familiar with his condition said.

In his motion for release on bond, McGuigan said Gentile would agree to any restrictions the court chose to 

impose.

"In light of these circumstances, it is respectfully requested that the order requiring the pretrial detention of 

Mr. Gentile be modified so as to permit his release on bond, with or without conditions as the Court deems 

proper," McGuigan wrote. "In the alternative, it is requested that Mr. Gentile be released on a temporary basis 

to his wife at their family residence, as his medical condition constitutes a compelling reason to permit such 

temporary release."

The U.S. Attorney's office did not respond when asked for its position on Gentile's request for release.



70



71



72



 

250 Years of Crime and Crime-Fighting 

Hartford Courant series 
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Exhibits from The Museum of Crime, 

Washington DC
(now closed due to losing their lease)
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Colonial Era Connecticut Witch Trials 
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Cells and exhibits
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AUDIO TOURS AND SHOP 

 

 

 

Audio Tours and Shop

113



DISPLAYS WHICH FOCUS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 

             

 

 

Displays and Memorials for Law Enforcement
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The History of Gun Manufacturing in Connecticut
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Techniques Of Punishment Throughout The Years
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Electric 

Chair

Gas

Chamber
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Infamous Criminals 



119

White Collar and Government Criminals
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Crime Scenes and CSI Labs 

Particularly for Connecticut with the work of Dr. Henry Lee


