
 

Eagle Landing 
State Park  

Haddam 

Eagle Landing State Park is appropriately named for 

its favorite visitors. As one of CT’s newest state 

parks, this location features 16 acres of Connecticut 

River frontage and a dock which hosts scenic and 

bird watching tours. 
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Activities 
 

 Bird Watching  Fishing 

 Boating (Car-top)  Picnicking 
 

Facilities 
 

Fishing Pier, Access to Connecticut River, Paved Parking 

 

 

View from Eagle Landing State Park, Haddam 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=478672&deepNav_GID=1650#activities
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=478672&deepNav_GID=1650#facilities
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=478672&deepNav_GID=1650#directions
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=478672&deepNav_GID=1650#map
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=478672&deepNav_GID=1650#overview


Directions 
 

From the West:   Follow Route 9 to Exit 7 (Route 82 East). From the exit follow 

Route 82 for 3.2 miles to park entrance on right after the railroad tracks before 

swing bridge. 

From the East:  From East Haddam, cross the Connecticut River on Route 82 over 

the swing bridge. Park entrance will be on your left before the train tracks. 

Fees 

  

There are no parking or entrance fees for Eagle Landing State Park. 

  

State Park/Forest Fees  | Season and other Park Passes 

Map 
 

Park Map  

 

Overview 
 

Any acquisition of frontage along the Connecticut River is highly valued for its 

premium location and natural heritage significance.  Eagle Landing State Park is no 

exception.  

Like much of the Connecticut River’s floodplain, the Eagle Landing area was 

historically used for agriculture from well before the last century up through the 

1960s.  Since then, its use as home port for a cruise line brought building 

construction and surface parking. In its heyday, the line offered scenic trips through 

the lower Connecticut River Valley and across the Sound to Long Island.  

But the greater story is the visitation and repopulation of the Valley by Bald Eagles. 

Today’s combination of riverine land preservation which provides suitable habitat, 

and the significant decrease in pesticide based food contamination has enabled the 

eagle population to rebound from a near total absence in the state in the 1950s to 

today’s winter sightings that number in the dozens. 

There is little that compares to the sight of a bald eagle in the wild. Cold weather to 

the north forces eagles to the lower Connecticut and the months of January and 

February are the principle times to see them. In addition, the neighborhood is 

conducive to their presence. Just a few thousand feet downstream from Eagle 

Landing is the Nature Conservancy’s 255 acre Chapman Pond Preserve where eagles 

are known to visit regularly.  And it isn’t just bald eagles that can be sighted.  Much 

more rare, but having been observed recently, is the occurrence of golden eagles 

along the lower Connecticut River.  Bring your field glasses or spotting scope but 

remember to not disturb any eagles you see and observe them from a distance 

Today:  In the early 2000s, the work to acquire the pieces that make up today’s 16 

acre park began.  Cruise lines operate from Eagle Landing: River Quests’ Connecticut 

River Expeditions, in conjunction with the CT Valley Steam Train located in Essex, 

and the Lady Katherine which offers a variety of summer cruises and winter eagle 

cruises departing from the park’s waterfront. 

Benches, walkways and docks provide the year-round visitor with a respite from life’s 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=325082&deepNav_GID=1650
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=325090&deepNav_GID=1650
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/stateparks/maps/eaglelanding.pdf


stresses. Whether watching the boats in summer or hoping for a glimpse of our 

national symbol in the winter months, Eagle Landing is an easy visit year-round. 

 

Other Nearby State Recreation Areas Include: 

Gillette Castle State Park, East Haddam 

Location:  4 miles south of East Haddam off Route 82 

Activities: Castle Tours, Hiking, Picnicking, Scenic Vista 

Haddam Meadows State Park, Haddam  
Location:  3 miles south of Higganum off Route 154 

Activities: Boating, Fishing 

Machimoodus State Park, East Haddam 
Location: Turn right out of Eagle Landing State Park parking lot and follow Route 82 east (over swing 

bridge)  for one third of a mile. Bear left (north) on Route 149 and follow 2.7 miles to Johnsonville Road. 

Turn left and follow for 0.6 miles to Leesville Road. Go left for 0.6 miles to park entrance. 

Activities:  Bird Watching, Fishing, Horseback Riding, Picnicking 

 

 

 

Related Links 

Connecticut Tourism Information 

Bald Eagle Fact Sheet 

River Quest - Connecticut River Expeditions 

Lady Katharine Cruises 

 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=325204&deepNav_GID=1650
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=325206&deepNav_GID=1650
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=325206&deepNav_GID=1650
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=445284&deepNav_GID=1650#Machimoodus
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=445284&deepNav_GID=1650#Machimoodus
http://www.ctvisit.com/
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2723&q=325972&deepNav_GID=1655
http://www.ctriverexpeditions.org/
http://www.ctriverexpeditions.org/
http://www.ladykatecruises.com/

