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I hope you’re enjoying your summer. Fair season is about to 
begin. The first major fair, North Stonington, ran from July 13 – 
16. Closer to home the Chester Fair is August 25 – 27, and our 
favorite, the Haddam Neck Fair, is Labor Day weekend Septem-
ber 1 – 4.

In this article, I’ll give you an update on the major projects in 
town starting with roadwork.

Paving and drainage work is complete on Maple Avenue West, 
Saint Peters Lane, Thayer Road and Thayer Road Extension. 
Chip sealing was done on Nedobity Road, Hapenny Lane, 
Thornewood Road, Harvest Wood Lane and Camp Bethel Road. 
Work should be underway on Cedar Lake Road. It’s a long road 
and it needs a lot of work. We plan to put down millings fol-
lowed by chip sealing on Ruth Hill Road.

Chris Corsa and I met with CT DOT to start a safety audit 
of Saybrook Road from the Middletown line to just south of 
Higganum Center. Like many of you, I’m concerned about the 
traffic speed through the center but that’s not all. I asked DOT 
to look into the poor sight line at the Thayer Road Extension in-
tersection, and the confusing Candlewood Hill/Saybrook Road/ 
Killingworth Road intersection (is it one lane or two?). We did a 
site walk on June 13th. I expect DOT will have a draft report for 
us in a month.

HES – We knew when we bought 
it that HES needed roof work. 
We budgeted $400,000 for that 
and received another $480,000 
from the state for roof repairs and 
other site improvements. When 
we put the roof out to bid the 
low bid was $1,021,489. The bid 
was structured so reroofing the 
old section of HES was the base 
(minimum) work to be done with 
the rest of the roof divided into 
three sections that could be added 
to the base. Not wanting to put 
that much money into a building 
we weren’t sure how we were 
going use, we held an open house 
at HES to discuss its future. Over 200 of you attended (thanks). 
There were many comments and a wide range of options dis-
cussed. Based on your input we decided to reroof the old section 
of the building. We’ll change the specifications for the section 
over the gym, which really needs to be done also, and rebid that. 
Participants at the meeting suggested hiring an architectural firm 

Selectman’s Corner

continued on page 4
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to do some proposed layouts moving various town and other functions 
into HES to help us decide how to go forward. We are proceeding with 
that.

Scovil Hoe – Even though it may not look like it, progress is being 
made at the Scovil Hoe site. Based on additional testing results, the 
Remediation Action Plan has been modified and approved by DEEP. 
We no longer need the geo-textile cap for the area of the filled-in pond. 
That saves almost half of the remediation cost. We either just have or 
will soon release a request for bid for the remediation. (We have an 
environmental company overseeing the remediation. The bid is for a 
company to do it.) Parker Benjamin, the developer, should begin their 
remodeling and renovation work on the buildings this summer. We ex-
pect that both the remediation and the renovations will finish in 2025.

Rossi – We have one developer interested in the property. We’re 
reviewing his proposed plans and discussing terms of a potential agree-
ment. Any proposed agreement will have to go to a town meeting for 
approval.

Swing Bridge - As I write this, we just completed the first 63-hour 
closure, 8:00 pm Sunday until 11 am Wednesday. They are scheduled to 
continue each week until Wednesday, November 8th with the excep-
tion of Fourth of July, Labor Day and Columbus Day weeks. According 
to American Bridge, the project is on schedule. If you haven’t, I recom-
mend signing up for the weekly project updates and text message alerts 
on the DOT project website, https://www.easthaddamswingbridgeproj-
ect.com. More information on the project can be found there and on 
our website.

Thanks for taking the time to read this. Feel free to contact me if you 
have any questions or concerns.
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For many years, the market has been held 
on Friday afternoons but this year the 
market is excited to announce that it and 
many of its favorite vendors have moved 
to Saturdays (9 am-12 pm) in the hopes 
that the community will find these new 
hours more accessible. Also new this year, 
grab yourself a freshly made egg sandwich 
and a cup of coffee as you swing through 
the morning market. Market sandwiches 
are made with eggs from local farms that 
will rotate throughout the season, and 
locally roasted coffee from Moodus Mud. 

Look for the return of Bogue Farms and 
Walden Farms of Moodus. Each week 
they bring an assortment of in-season 
vegetables such as corn, tomatoes, pep-
pers, beans, potatoes, cucumbers, as well 
as seasonal fruits such as apples, plums, 
peaches, and blueberries. Bogue Farms 
will also be bringing their started vegeta-
ble plants, perennials, shrubs, herbs and 
farm-fresh jams! 

A few new farms have joined the ranks 
for this season. Join us in welcoming 
Chambers Family Farm from Higganum 
and Sugar Shoots (microgreens). The 
market also offers baked goods, freshly 
baked bread, cheese from Cato Corner, 
spices and seasoning mixes, local tea, 
local beer from Alvarium Beer and Coffee 
Company, freshly cut flower arrange-

ments and other goodies from Wellstone 
Farm Flowers, gourmet dog treats, jams 
and jellies, and an assortment of crafts 
and jewelry. The market hosts many part-
time vendors, so every week is different! 
Town groups such as the Haddam Garden 
Club, Haddam Fire Auxiliary, Haddam 
Historical Society, and the Brainerd 
Library make appearances throughout the 
season. Live music from local musicians 
and picnic tables to sit at round out this 
new Saturday morning vibe. It’s the per-
fect time to grab your local goodies and 
take your breakfast and coffee to a table 
and enjoy the market scene! 

The market hosts different themed days 
throughout the season, including Kids 
Day, a Pet Costume Contest, and Kids 
Become Vendors Day! Kids Become Ven-
dors Day is one of the bigger events put 
on by the market, and it requires signing 
up ahead of time. Find an application at 
the market welcome table, or email Kristy 
(below). Follow the market on Facebook 
for the most up-to-date announcements 
and information (on FB - @higganum-
farmersmarket) or head to the website, 
www.higgfarmersmarket.com and sign up 
for the new weekly newsletter. 

Kristy Benson-Amarante is in her fourth 
year of running the Higganum Market, 
with support from the Economic De-

velopment Commission, her business 
Bittersweet Farm — a tea company, and 
her husband Frank and daughter Alexa. 
They have fully embraced the running 
of the market and it has become a huge 
part of their lives. Kristy, a farmer and 
tea-maker, took over running the market 
in the spring of 2020, having moved to 
Higganum in March of 2020! She is excit-
ed to finally make this move to a Saturday 
morning market and feels very strongly 
that the community will embrace and 
support their local market. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
vendor, please email Kristy at Kristy@bit-
ter-sweetfarm.com. Please note that there 
are local and state requirements that must 
be fulfilled to be a vendor, but the market 
is always looking to add to the lineup. 
The market is also looking for volunteers, 
both adults and teens (high school stu-
dents will earn community service hours) 
and local town organizations that wish to 
be part of the market.

Higganum Farmers Market — Now on Saturdays!

Introducing the Haddam Beautification Committee!
The Haddam Beautification Committee is an all-volunteer group 
working to enhance Haddam’s appearance and vitality for its residents, 
businesses and visitors. Their mission is to take on high impact land-
scape and design improvement projects in order to bring beautification 
solutions to Haddam town properties, gathering spaces, and local busi-
nesses (with initial focus in Higganum center).

They are a small team of volunteers who will go where attention is 
needed to do things like weed whacking, leaf blowing, lawn restoration/
seeding, building planters, planting, and mulching, etc.

They will also aim to partner with local businesses to offer curb appeal 
solutions and free interior and exterior design consultation. Together, 
we are trying to enhance and maintain the appearance and natural 
beauty of our community.

If you are interested in learning more or volunteering, you can email 
Mike Karam at haddambeautification@gmail.com.

Find us in the parking lot of the 
Haddam Elementary School,  
272 Saybrook Road, on Saturdays 
from 9 am - 12 pm. 
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Here is what has been going on at the local 
library, as well as what’s on offer, and what 
we’re planning…

• �Last month, BML held another success-
ful Agricultural Day featuring: farm 
animals, The CT DEEP mobile truck, 
exhibitors, food, music, free crafts & 
activities, antique farm machinery & 
demos, and books, plants, and baked 
goods. Our two highlights were a 
puppet show by the “Pumpernickel 
Puppets” and the hatching of our baby 
chicks. If you missed it, don’t worry 
we are holding our annual Fall Fest on 
October 14th and our plant and book 
sales are ongoing. 

• �Right now, there are pop-up plant and 
beach reads sales out front as well as 
weekly flower arrangements created by 
the on-staff “BML Florists.” The Friends 
of the Library’s onsite bookstore con-
tains over 3000 books and media at the 
lowest prices in Connecticut. Browse 
the Nook!

• �The Friends also maintain four Little 
Free Libraries located in Haddam, 
Haddam Neck, Higganum, & Tylerville. 

• �Coming soon! Dr. Jenny – Stuffed 
Animal Vet. Dr. Jenny will have “office 
hours” on Thursday evenings to exam-
ine and mend ailing stuffed pets. An 
announcement will be made on the 
website and Facebook.                

Events, Games,  
Museum Passes, 
Programs, & More!
In case you haven’t stopped 
in recently, the library offers 
many materials, programs, 
and services besides books, 
DVDs, and computer 
access.

• �Our Techie librarians 
are available for com-
puter program questions 
and printing as well as 
helping navigate those 
challenging issues with 
your devices and setting 
up your download apps.

• �Take note! We have a Notary Public on 
staff who will notarize your document. 
Just call first for availability.

• �There are quiet areas for study, work, or 
tutoring, as well as rooms available for 
gatherings. Call for groups.

• �We have a wonderful collection of 
games that include beautiful, interest-
ing, and exciting board games for adults 
and children as well Nintendo Switch 
games for checkout!

• �BML also has laptops, Wi-Fi 
hotspots and a “Library of 
Things” [like bakeware and 
crafting supplies] to borrow. 

• �We continue to offer mag-
azines which include the 
popular Birds & Blooms, 
National Geographic, 
Smithsonian, both Con-
necticut and Yankee Mag-
azines, and The Atlantic to 
check out.

• �If your family or out of town visitors 
would like to enjoy a day at the muse-
um we have passes for the:  Hill-Stead 
Museum in Farmington, Mashantucket 
Pequot Museum, Beardsley Zoo, Chil-
dren’s Museum in Niantic, Children’s 
Museum in West Hartford & Roaring 
Brook Nature Center, Connecticut’s Old 
State House, Connecticut River Muse-
um, Custom House Maritime Museum, 
Florence Griswold Museum, Lyman Al-
lyn Art Museum, Mystic Seaport, New 
Britain Museum of American Art, New 
Haven Museum, and the Wadsworth 
Atheneum Museum of Art.

The library has ongoing  
programs for everyone: 
• �Children’s story & music times on  

Tuesday & Thursday mornings 

• �Young Adult Movie Night and Anime 
clubs 

• �Pokémon and Beyblade Clubs 

• �Adult Culinary Club & Crafting 
Connection, concerts, and gardening 
workshops

• �The Brainerd Book Club which meets 
on the 4th Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

Happy Summer from Brainerd Memorial Library!

continued on page 7

Scenes from Brainerd Memorial Library's Agricultural Day

    Save the date! 
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2 Matthews Drive
East Haddam 06423

Specialized Detailing Available
Ceramic Coating

OTHER SERVICES
• Mechanical Repairs • Brakes

• Tire Replacement
• Road Force Balancing
• All Wheel Alignments

• Air Conditioning Recharges

Eddies
AUTO BODY
SPECIALISTS

Serving Our Community Since 1956

www.eddiesautobodyct.com

860-873-9044

Home Heating Oil
♦ Central Heating & Heating Oil

♦ Residential & Commercial
Duct Systems

♦ Service & Installations

860-526-5244
860-345-3218

CT Lic. # S1-395107
CT Lic. # SM1-1954
CT Lic. # SM1-1980

Over the summer…
• �Children’s Summer Reading began on June 26th. 

Packets available in the Children’s Department. You 
can access the Summer Reading page on the website 
for the brochure and HK schools summer reading 
lists. Summer Reading includes many activities and 
programs throughout the summer. Signup for the 
Children’s E-newsletter online to be informed. The 
summer reading conclusion will be celebrated in a 
special event at the end of the summer. Stay tuned! 

• �Farmers’ Market Attendance: Kelly, our Teen Librari-
an and a BML Friend attend the Farmers Market 
at the Haddam Elementary School one Saturday a 
month. They offer free books and children’s crafts & 
activities as well as plants & garden items for sale. 
Stop by to meet them and see what they’ve brought!

• �The Crafting Connection is held the 2nd Monday 
of each month at 5:30 pm. The Crafting Connection 
is a monthly in-person program! Register via the 
calendar on our website.

Looking ahead to autumn…
We are planning another Fall Fest for everyone on 
October 14th from 10-2 and other Halloween and sea-
sonal events and activities in October. Announcements 
will be made in September communications.

SAVE THE  DATE! 
Brainerd Memorial Library will reprise the ever 
popular “A Taste of Haddam and Beyond” on Septem-
ber 23rd from 6-9 pm at the library. Come enjoy an 
Equinox evening of fabulous food and drink, provided 
and served by area vendors. The adult only event will 
also feature a raffle and silent auction of wonderful and 
eclectic items and experiences. Tickets are $50pp and 
may be purchased online or at the library beginning 
August 1. Watch for details!

Finally, the Library Board reminds everyone that we 
still have some commemorative bricks available in the 
4x8 and 8x8 sizes to engrave and install. Details are on 
the website or at the library circulation desk.

BML Staff looks forward to seeing everyone and wishes 
the community an enjoyable summer!

Visit our website, Facebook, or Instagram pages (and 
sign up for our e-newsletters.) Don’t miss what’s 

going on at BML! brainerdlibrary.org



8       Haddam Events • Quarter 3 • 2023	 www.eventsmagazines.com 

	

On May 17, 2023, the Board of Finance set the mil rate at 33.87 
for the 2022 Grand List. This mil rate will be used for real estate 
and personal property bills. The State of Connecticut has caped 
the mil rate for motor vehicles at 32.46 mills. This is the first 
year since the law was enacted in 2015 that our mil rate has been 
higher than the cap. 

Tax bills were mailed on June 30th. If you misplaced a bill or did 
not receive one they can be found under the tax page at Haddam.
org. Payments must be the office or postmarked by the post office 
by August 1, 2023. There were many issues last year with mail 
delivery. Contact me if your payment is not posted within a week. 
I do not hold checks. 

If you received a bill for a vehicle or a business you do not own 
any longer, or if you did not get a bill and you think you should 
have, please call immediately. These bills will not go away if they 
are not addressed and could cause trouble down the road. The 
end of the month gets pretty busy, the sooner we can address an 
issue the better. 

Did you pay off your mortgage and not get a bill? Normally, if you 
are escrowed, they receive the bill and pay the taxes. If you paid 
off your mortgage you should be receiving the bill. When prop-
erties sell close to the end of the fiscal year, the tax office may not 
always be aware of that change by the time the bills go out. 

If you recently purchased a house and did not receive a bill it may 
also be because of the timing of the sale. The previous owner may 
still be listed on the bill. It can’t hurt to call me if you are unsure. 
If you are escrowing for the first time it doesn’t hurt to call your 
bank and confirm they are paying the July installment. 

A pre-addressed envelope is included in the bills for easy pay-
ment. These payments go to a lockbox in Hartford and are pro-
cessed through our bank. This makes the processing of payments 
much faster. If you do not have the original bill please mail the 
payment to the office. The lockbox will not process it. Please 
make sure if you combine multiple bills on one check you include 
all the stubs for Payment A. The lockbox will not process pay-
ments if the correct payment stub is not included. 

Payments can also be 
dropped off or mailed to 
the office at the Town Office 
Building, Tax Office C/O 
Kristin Battistoni, 30 Field 
Park Drive, Haddam, CT 
06438. Please make checks 
payable to the Town of 
Haddam. A drop box has 
been installed in the front of the building to the left of the front 
doors for night or weekend drops. This area is under surveillance 

Notice from the Tax Office

continued on page 9
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Call us for a Free Initial Consultation
All services by Doctors of Audiology

www.countyhearingandbalance.com

OLD SAYBROOK
900 Boston Post Road

860-388-0022

BALLEK’S 
GARDEN CENTER 

860-873-8878
Sharing Our Knowledge And  

Passion For Gardening With You.

FULL SERVICE GARDEN CENTER
Great Selection of Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs

FULL SERVICE FLORIST
Gardening Gifts & Fresh Cut Flowers

LANDSCAPING
Walls, Walks, Patios, Tree and Garden Installation

90 Maple Avenue, East Haddam, CT
www.BalleksGardenCenter.com

Now Is The Time To Add  
A Little Summer Color!

for secure check only payments. 

If you would like a mailed receipt please include a self-ad-
dressed stamped envelope and mail to the Tax Office directly 
or use the outside drop box.

A credit card or a debit card can be used on our website or in 
the office. Payments cannot be taken over the phone. A service 
fee of 3% will be added to all payments made with a card. 
An Electronic Funds Transfer can be done on the website for 
$1.50. Please put the current bill number in the memo line. 
The website does not update in real time. Online payments 
may not reflect for a few days, however, you will receive an 
email confirmation after the payment is made. Contact me if 
you have any questions about using the online system, I walk 
many residents through the process. 

Partial payments are always accepted on accounts. This is the 
best way to help keep interest down if the bill cannot be paid 
in full. 

The Tax Office is open Monday-Tuesday 8:30-4, Thursday 
8:30-6 and Friday 8:30-12. Wednesday is my day to catch up 
and the hours are inconsistent I am open to the public. Please 
call ahead if you need to come on a Wednesday or plan to use 
the drop box. If you have any questions please call 860-345-
8531 X 207 or email me at taxcollect@haddam.org.

Tax Office…continued from page 8

Haddam Historical Society

The Thankful Arnold House Museum and Haddam Histori-
cal Society will once again participate on CT Summer at the 
Museum program which runs from July 1, 2023, to Septem-
ber 4, 2023, and allows Connecticut 
children aged 18 and under — plus one 
accompanying Connecticut adult free 
admission! 

The museum is open on Wednes-
days 9-3, Thursdays 2-8, Fridays 12-3 
and Sundays 1-4 and is located at 14 
Hayden Hill Road, Haddam, CT. Kids 
can complete both the museum and garden scavenger hunt 
with prizes! This program is possible with the support of 
Connecticut Humanities and the Department of Economic 
Development, Office of the Arts, which also receives support 
from the federal ARPA. 
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I look forward to addressing your concerns in the following areas of law...
REAL ESTATE:  Refinance • Purchase • Sale • Reverse Mortgage

SMALL BUSINESS:  Formation • Consulting • Purchase • Sale • Corporation • LLC

WILLS & PROBATE:  Probate Administration • Living Wills • Estate Planning

Peter@lawforlocals.com • SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1992 • www.lawforlocals.com

When we are grieving the loss of a close 
family member, it can be challenging to 
concentrate, let alone fill out paperwork 
for the funeral home, life insurance 
company or the probate court. To help be 
prepared for this challenge, it is import-
ant to know what the law is surrounding 
probate requirements, as well as the utility 
of following correct probate procedure, 
even if all estate assets are jointly held, 
in order to avoid negative downstream 
consequences.

First, Connecticut law requires that the 
person in possession of the original will 
of a deceased person must deliver the will 
either to: (1) the person designated to be 
the executor, or (2) the Probate Court. If 
the will is delivered to the Probate Court, 
it should be delivered to the Probate 
Court where the deceased person last 
resided with an intent to stay (referred to 
as their domicile). If the person was do-
miciled in Chester, Clinton, Deep River, 
Essex, Haddam, Killingworth, Lyme, Old 
Saybrook or Westbrook, the will should 
be delivered to the Saybrook Probate 
Court located on the second floor of the 
Old Saybrook Town Hall at 302 Main 
Street in Old Saybrook. Sometimes people 
wonder what happens with these wills – it 
can be hard to let them go. We store these 
original wills in perpetuity, first in our of-
fice, then in the Town Clerk’s vault at the 

Old Saybrook Town Hall, and eventually 
at either the State Library (wills executed 
in 1976 or earlier) or at Meyer Records 
Management.

Second, Connecticut law also requires 
each person in actual or constructive 
possession of any property of the de-
ceased person to file a Form CT706 NT (a 
Connecticut Estate Tax Return for Non-
taxable Estates) with the Probate Court. 
The Form CT706 NT must be filed for 
each deceased person who, at the time of 
death was a Connecticut resident, within 
six (6) months after their date of death. 
When all assets are held jointly between 
spouses, filing the Form CT-706 NT may 
seem like an unwelcome, extra task at an 
already challenging time. If more time is 
needed, a request for an extension of time 
should be made with the Probate Court. 
The request will be automatically granted 
as long as it is filed before the due date 
of the Form CT-706 NT (6 months after 
death). If spouses jointly own a home, it 
is very important that the Form CT-706 
NT is filed, and lists the home. The reason 
why the home must be listed on the Form 
CT-706 NT even if it is owned jointly by 
spouses, is because a release of estate tax 
and probate fee liens from the Probate 
Court is needed in order to clear title to 
the home so it can later be sold. If the 
release is not obtained soon after the first 

spouse dies, it will still need to be ob-
tained before the house can be sold, and 
can cause unwelcome delay at the time of 
the real estate closing. 

Fortunately, if all assets of the deceased 
person are owned jointly or pass by a 
beneficiary designation, an abbreviat-
ed process (called a “tax purposes only 
estate”) allows probate to be completed 
quickly, often in several months’ time.

If you still have questions, contact us at 
(860) 510-5028. We are happy to guide 
you through the necessary steps for pro-
bate to ensure you comply with Connecti-
cut law and properly administer the assets 
of the deceased.

Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the Saybrook 
District Probate Court, Photo courtesy of Laura 
Matesky Photography

The Probate Court and You

Do I Need Probate if all of the  
Estate Assets are Jointly Held?
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What acts as a magnet for the community 
and a gateway to all the world’s informa-
tion and knowledge? If you guessed Brain-
erd Memorial Library (BML), then you 
are correct! The Community Foundation 
of Middlesex County (CFMC) is a proud 
supporter of BML and appreciates the 
Library’s dedication to providing resourc-
es and services for the lifelong learning, 
reading, recreational, and cultural needs 
of Haddam residents.

Brainerd Memorial Library is always 
looking toward the future and how it can 

best serve the community. In 
addition to the current building 
renovations, BML is designing 
a new website, an endeavor 
that CFMC is proud to support 
through grant funding. The 
pandemic reinforced the need 
for libraries to maintain a digital presence 
and provide a remote library experience. 
This project will accomplish that and 
much more! The new website will feature 
multi-media content, offer easier access 
to online resources, be designed for users 
with disabilities and learning differences, 
and provide a mobile-friendly experience 
(so you can find your next favorite read or 
game from anywhere in town). On top of 
all that, the website will host a new events 
calendar so you can stay up-to-date on all 
the latest fun to be found at the Library. A 
Round of  
Applause to the Brainerd Memorial 
Library staff for embracing a variety of 
technology enhancements to help build 

a better and stronger (and book-loving) 
community. 

The Community Foundation of Middle-
sex County’s interests are your interests, 
including animal welfare, arts and culture, 
health and social services, education, 
history, the environment, civic improve-
ments, recreation, and economic security 
and opportunity. CFMC is proud to be 
accredited with National Standards for 
U.S. Community Foundations®, the na-
tion’s highest and most rigorous standard 
for philanthropic excellence. We welcome 
conversations with good people who want 
to do great things. For more information, 
contact us at 860.347.0025 or Info@Mid-
dlesexCountyCF.org.

The Community Foundation of Middlesex County is a 
proud supporter of Brainerd Memorial Library

Vista Life Celebrates Juneteenth
In June, Vista Life Innovations (Vista) 
welcomed The Lost Tribe to our Madison 
Campus to celebrate Juneteenth. Found-
ed in 1989, Vista Life Innovations is a 
full-service organization supporting indi-
viduals with disabilities. As part of Vista’s 
DREAM initiative, educational events are 
held for our Students and Members to 
attend. The Lost Tribe put on an amazing 
educational performance about African 
folk music and its evolution into Afro- 
Caribbean music and modern hip-hop. 
Events like this play a big role in helping 
educate our Students and Members about 
other cultures, they create unique social 
experiences, and it’s just a fun event to 
attend!

Kitty Fitzpatrick, who has been a part 
of this initiative since it started in 2019, 
spoke about DREAM and its goals. 
“DREAM stands for Diversity Represents 
Everyone, Acceptance Matters,” Kitty 
explained. “The DREAM Committee has 

two to three initiatives each year to bring 
the idea of diversity, acceptance, and 
Vista’s core values forward through cre-
ative activities and discussions with staff, 
Students, and Members.” The committee 
has also organized events for Pride Month 
and Black History Month.

It’s clear how fun these creative activities 
can be. As soon as The Lost Tribe started 
performing Vista’s Students and Members 
were feeling the beat, from tapping their 
feet along to the music to jumping up 
and dancing. The members of The Lost 
Tribe answered everyone’s questions about 
their instruments, the cultures the music 
represents, and even taught some basic 
breakdancing moves.

Dream Committee member William 
Goble shared his thoughts on why events 
like these are so important for Vista. “The 
Lost Tribe’s focus on creating community 
and togetherness through music was in-

spiring to watch as they led Vista audience 
members through a guided journey of 
music and dance born of the West African 
diaspora. They invited our members to be 
involved in the performance, to dance, to 
learn, and enjoy fellowship that extended 
well beyond the scheduled workshops 
into an impromptu dance party that left 
everyone smiling and fulfilled.”

To learn more about Vista Life Innova-
tions and our programs and services, visit 
VistaLifeInnovations.org. To learn more 
about The Lost Tribe and their upcoming 
performances, visit LostTribeCT.com.
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Town Clerk’s Office
LAND RECORDS AVAILABLE  
ONLINE TO VIEW FOR FREE TO 
THE PUBLIC
Visit the Town Clerk’s page at: www.
haddam.org/town-clerk. Select “Hadd-
am Land Records” on the left side of the 
page.  You will be directed to create an 
account, once you do that, you will be 
able to view/print records.

BALLOTS
Deadline to issue absentee ballots for the 
September 12th 2023 primary is Septem-
ber 11th 2023.

Absentee ballots for the November 7th, 
2023 election are available October 6th, 
2023 in the town clerk’s office.

In person: at the Town Clerk’s Office, 
during normal business hours. Or by 
mail: Send your application to the Town 
Clerk’s Office and we will mail you the 
ballot.

Mailing address: Town Clerk’s Office, 
Town of Haddam, 30 Field Park Drive, 
Haddam, CT 06438

Drop Box: Located in front of Town Hall 
to drop off applications and absentee 
ballots. 

TRANSFER STATION
The Transfer Station is located on Route 
154, just north of the Haddam Meadows 
State Park.

If you do not have a private trash collec-
tion service, trash and recyclables should 
be brought separated to the Transfer 
Station. To assure that only Haddam 
residents use the Transfer Station, a cur-
rent Haddam Transfer Station Pass must 
be displayed in order to use the facility. 
Passes are good for the fiscal year (July 1 
through June 30) and may be purchased 
for a $100 for those under age 65; if you 
are 65 or older the fee is $50.00. The 
passes are available at the Town Clerk’s 

Town Clerk
Contact Information:

Bob Siegrist - Town Clerk

Dawn Tarbetsky - Assistant Town Clerk

Office Hours:  
Monday - Wednesday 8:30 to 4:00  

Thursday 8:30 to 6:00  
Friday 8:30 to Noon. 

Phone (860)-345-8531  
Bob ext. 212  

Dawn ext. 211 

Fax (860)-345-3730

Email:  
Bob Siegrist  

townclerk@haddam.org - 

Dawn Tarbetsky  
townclerkasst@haddam.org

Address:  
30 Field Park Drive, Haddam
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Office. License and registration are 
required. Cash or check. The operators of 
the Transfer Station are licensed by the 
State and will assist residents to assure 
compliance with the recycling law. 

Hours: Wednesday, 8:00 am - 3:45 pm, 
Saturday, 8:00 am - 3:45 pm, Sunday, 8:00 
am- 11:45 am. 

To insure there is a clear understanding 
of the rules, please read below:

- Permit must be clearly displayed and 
adhered to the driver’s side window 
shield. 

- Registration must be written on the 
permit itself. 

- Any vehicles without a current permit 
or without a sticker on vehicle will not 
be allowed to leave its contents at the 
Transfer Station. 

- Transfer Station passes are required to 
be applied to the vehicle before use. 

Buy one get one. 50% 
off a second pass. 
There is a limit of two 
(2) Transfer Station 
passes per Hadd-
am residence. This 
applies to the same 
household only.

COMMERCIAL USE 
IS STRICTLY PRO-
HIBITED.

FISHING &  
HUNTING   
DEEP LICENSES
2023 SPORTS LICENSES are available at 
the Town Clerk’s Office. Additional in-
formation regarding regulations, permits, 
conservation education/firearms safety 
courses are available online at: https://
portal.ct.gov/DEEP. The Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection 
reminds anglers age 65 and older that 

the free resident fishing, hunting and 
trapping licenses for individuals age 65 
and older became effective October 1, 
2009. Licenses are renewed annually. For 
assistance in renewing these licenses, 
contact DEEP at (860) 424-3000 or the 
Town Clerk’s Office at 860-345-8531 ext 
212 or 211.

& SON, INC.

Serving the CT River Valley
Heating Oil Dealer #252

P-203832 / S-303213

“Delivering for Our  
Customers Since 1924”

• WATER SYSTEMS
Pumps, Tanks, Heaters, Filters

• FUEL OILS, PLUMBING  
AND HEATING

High Efficiency Boilers, Solar Hot Water
Service and Repairs, Remodeling, Renovations

860-873-8454
www.mausandson.com



14       Haddam Events • Quarter 3 • 2023	 www.eventsmagazines.com 

	

When my husband and I first moved to town in 2004 we were 
not very familiar with the area except it was beautiful, on the 
Connecticut river and a central location between our two jobs. 
When we first moved in we received a welcome packet that had 
coupons and letters from many places including the local floral 
shop, hardware store, hair salons and churches. I don’t know 
who put that packet together but it hung around on the count-
er for several months as we figured out where could we get the 
best deal on bird seed to the hours the library was open. 

It is now 19 years later and some shops have turned over and 
new ones have opened. Our church combined with another 
and we changed our name but our roots were planted in our 
first year in town because of a simple welcome to town packet. 

The Haddam Sustainability Committee wants to bring this 
back! We are putting together a traditional welcome packet for 
new residents to Haddam, Haddam Neck and Higganum. It 
will be mailed out unless we get a volunteer to deliver them in 
person. We are inviting all business, organizations, committees 
and sports teams to share what you do in the community. Put 
together a letter, flyer or special offer that can be handed out.

We also want to hear from residents that have been in town 
for a while. What type of information would you like to share? 
Have you been in town your whole life and want to share your 
favorite hiking trail or fishing spot? Maybe you help organize 
an annual event? What if we could create a calendar of town 
events in one single place? 

Let’s make new residents excited about all the wonderful events 
and opportunities we have to get involved in here in Haddam!

Contact HaddamSustainabilityCommittee@gmail.com or stop 
by the Haddam Tax Office. 

Kristin Battistoni

Haddam Sustainability  
Committee brings back  
the Welcome Packet

ConneCting Your ConneCtiCut!

860.510.0429
www.rivervalleytransit.com

River Valley Transit is Operated by  
the Estuary Transit District

Half Price 
Taxi Vouchers 

throughout CT!

NEW!

WEST MAIN ST.
SERVICES, INC.

Quality Service & Repair for
all your Automotive Needs 

Family Business since 1946

860-526-4004
100 West Main Street, Chester
WestMainService@sbcglobal.net
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• Home Heating Oil
• Propane
• Heating & Cooling
• Equipment & Installations
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

  We Offer
• Price Protection Plans
• Monthly Payment Plans
• Service Contracts
• Ultrasonic Tank Testing

SERVICE YOU CAN DEPEND ON

FREE in-home Evaluation
203.639.3513

Deep River, Connecticut

0402932-51
HOD 130  HCO 1120

power-fuels.com
Bristol 860.589.4328

PROPROPANEPANE by
Delivering Oil and Propane 

in YOUR Neighborhood

CENTRAL and DUCTLESS AC
In Stock and Ready to INSTALL!

FINANCING
TO MEET

YOUR 
BUDGET

Did you know that more than 11 million 
tons of textiles end up in landfills every 
year in our country? 3.2 million more are 
incinerated, and only about 14% of all 
discarded textiles gets recycled. However, 
according to Baystate Textiles, with whom 
the Town of Haddam has partnered, 
almost half of discarded clothing can be 
reused, and that is exactly what we aim 
to do at the Community Closet, located 
upstairs at the “Annex Building” at 11 Jail 
Hill Rd in Haddam. When you donate 
your clothes, we sort through them, hang-
ing everything that is clean and in good 
condition in the Community Closet to be 
reused by our neighbors. But it is actually 
your unsuitable clothing that is useful to 
our Fuel Bank. 

How so? After sorting through the cloth-
ing that is donated (either in the big, white 
Baystate trailer or in the bin outside the 

front door of our building), items 
that are unusable due to being 
stained, torn, or more than gently 
used, are loaded back into trailer. 
This trailer is picked up once a week 
and is taken back to headquarters 
by Baystate Textiles. From there, 
they weigh all items, and write a 
check to the tune of $120 per ton 
to Haddam Social Services, which 
gets deposited directly into our Fuel 
Bank account! Of the clothing and textiles 
that are unusable, about 85% gets recycled 
into washing rags or broken down into 
fibers and made into new material. In this 
way you can help those in need with oil 
and propane in the colder months, at the 
same time preserving the environment.

Last year the clothing collection enriched 
our fuel bank by more than $1000. Our 
hope is to multiply that number this year 

by raising awareness of this excellent op-
portunity to help your neighbor!    

The Community Closet is open to anyone, 
and we encourage everyone to shop or do-
nate. You can drop your bags in the trailer, 
or in the bin by the door of the office/food 
bank. We are open from 9-2 on Tuesdays 
and 9-6 on Thursdays. We have a variety 
of men’s, women’s and children’s clothing, 
and also accept shoes, hats, purses and 
coats, as well as accessories. 

Support the Haddam Fuel Bank  
by Recycling Your Unwanted Clothes!
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WMRD 
105.3 - FM
1150 - AM
Middletown - Hartford

WLIS
97.3 - FM
1420 - AM

Old Saybrook - New London

We are 
The Best of the Valley & Shoreline!!
News, Weather, Sports, Traffic, Music, Talk 

and Opinion, from around the Corner  
and around the World!!

We’ve Got Personality!!!
www.wliswmrd.net

 

PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Curious Campers (ages 4 – K)
July 24 – July 28, July 31 – August 4, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, at 
HK High School ..........$80/session, NR add $10 

Summer Soccer fun with Vale 
Tuesdays or Thursdays begin-
ning July 11 (ages 3 – 4) 5:00 
– 5:45 pm or (ages 5-7) 5:45 – 
6:45 pm at KRP .......... 
$75/session, NR add $10

YOUTH / TEEN 
PROGRAMS
HK Summer Camp / Extended Care
June 26 – August 11 (no 7/4) / weekly sessions

Karate Kids
Mondays and Wednesdays starting July 26, 3:45 – 4:45pm  
at Parmelee Farm ..........$48/session, NR add $10

Gymnastics
Wednesdays, July 26-August 18, 4:30 -5:30 pm at the HK Old 
MS Gym ..........$82/session, NR add $10

Crossroads Driving
Mon-Th. starting August 1, 9:00 am or 6:30 pm, via Zoom 
..........$600 (Full Course) / $300 (Classroom) / $150 (Safe 
Driving)

Babysitter’s 
Training
July 24, 26 & 27, 
5:30 – 7:30 pm at 
the HK HS Low-
er Media Center 
..........$76/session, 
NR add $10

When I’m In 
Charge

Wednesday, August 2, (ages 9 & up) 5:30 – 7:00 pm,  
HK HS Lower Media Center ..........$26, NR add $5

HK Recreation  
Summer Programs

Please call The Haddam-Killingworth Recreation 
Department at 860-345-8334 for more information 
or go to http://hkrec.recdesk.com/recdeskportal/ to 

register online.
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ONE of a KIND 
ANTIQUES

~ SINCE 1975 ~

A wide array of original
period antiques and art 
from all over the world;

also, fine handmade 
artisanal furniture.

Visit online at  
www.ooaka.com or in 

person by appointment. 
860-526-9736

info@ 
oneofakindantiques.com

323 Boston Post Road 
Old Saybrook, CT

SPECIALTY CAMPS
Mad Science Crazy Chemworks 
July 17 – 21, 9:00 - 12:30 pm, HK HS Lower Media Center 
..........$189, NR add $10

Abrakadoodle Art Camp 
July 24 – 28, 9:00 – 12:00 pm, HK HS Lower ..........$159,  
NR add $10

Summer STEAM Camp 
July 24 – 28, 9:00 – 12:00 pm (Gr. 1-3), 12:30 – 3:30 pm  
(Gr. 4 – 6), HK HS Café ..........$200, NR add $10

Casablanca’s Modeling/Fashion Camp 
August 7 – 11, 9:00 – 12:00 pm, HK HS Lower Media Center 
..........$115, NR add $10

SPORTS CAMPS
Skyhawks Basketball Camp
July 17 – 21, (Gr. K-2) 9:00 – 12:00 pm ..........$145, NR add $10 
or (Gr. 3-5) 9:00 – 3:00 pm at the HK HS Field House ..........$195, 
NR add $10

Skyhawks Mini-Hawk for (Ages 4–6)
August 7 – 11, 9:00 – 12:00 pm at HK HS Multi-Use Field 
..........$145, NR add $10

Skyhawks Flag Football 
Camp (Ages 8–12)
July 24 – 28, 9:00 – 1:00 pm 
at the HK HS Multi-Use 
Field ..........$175, NR add 
$10

Vale Soccer Camp
July 31 – August 4, (ages 
3-5) 9:00 – 10:30 am 

..........$75, NR add $10; (Gr. K-4) 9:00 – 12:00 pm ..........$150, NR 
add $10 at the HK Middle School

Skyhawks Multi-Sport Camp (Ages 7–10) 
August 8 – 12, 9:00 – 12:00 pm at the HK HS Multi-use Field

AQUATIC PROGRAMS
Children’s Swim Lessons (ages 4+) 
beginning June 26 – August 11 (M – F, 9:45 am or 10:30 am 
classes, one-week sessions) / evening classes (Thursdays June 29 
– July 27or Tuesdays July 11 – August 8, 6:30 -7:10) 

Parent/Tot Swim 
Session 2, July 24 – 8, Session 3 July 31 – August 4, 9:00 – 9:30 
am ..........$60 / $50 with pool membership, NR add $10

continued on page 18

Dee Hasuly, Realtor

The Dee Hasuly 
Team has  

over 20 years  
of Real Estate 
Experience!

Low Inventory... Quicker Sales
Summer Market is HOT!Summer Market is HOT!

Dee Hasuly, Realtor · 860-214-1864 · dee.hasuly@kw.com

Keller Williams Legacy Partners 
172 Oakwood Dr., Glastonbury, CT 06033 

103 Main St., Old Saybrook CT  06475
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Recreation…continued from page 17

Pre-School Swim (age 3) 
Monday – Friday, July 17 - 21 or Aug. 7 - 11, 9:00 – 9:30 am 
..........$60 / $50 with pool membership, NR add $10

ADULT PROGRAMS
Fitness Yoga 
Tuesdays (In-Person & 
Thursdays (Zoom), June 
20 – July 25; 7:00 – 8:15 pm) 
(No 7/4)  ..........$100 (2x a 
week) / $55 (1x a week) /  
$12 Drop-In, NR add $10

Aqua Aerobics 
Mondays & Wednesdays, 
July 5 – July 24, HK HS Pool  

..........$48 (2x a week) / $24 (1x a week) / $42 with pool member-
ship, NR add $10)

SUMMER ENTERTAINMENT
Outdoor Family Concert Series — 7 pm on Fridays

Sponsored by Cleanstar Restoration, LLC, GCI Outdoor, Mikes’ 
Auto Service, New Image Auto LLC, Nutmeg Pharmacy, Jacks 
Country Restaurant and Crossroads Driving. 

	 • July 21st (Sideways at Parmelee Farm) 

	 • July 28 (WhoDat at Parmelee Farm)

Discount Tickets will be available through August 31 for Lake 
Compounce, Adventure Park (Storrs or Bridgeport) & CT Sci-
ence Center.

You can now receive TEXT Alerts for the East Haddam Swing 
Bridge Rehabilitation Project!

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) in 
collaboration with local Emergency Services is implementing 
text message notifications as part of their construction com-
munication efforts for the East Haddam Swing Bridge Reha-
bilitation project. This notification platform delivered through 
the Haddam/East Haddam Everbridge Notification System will 
enable CTDOT to provide alerts regarding the bridge status for 
travelers.

We will send text alerts for bridge closures and re-openings, 
closure cancellations, and any emergency closures.

To Opt-in, text the word SWINGBRIDGE to 888777 or you can 
scan the below QR code. 

In addition to text messages, you can also receive alerts via email 
or a voice call from Everbridge. Please navigate to www.bridge.
haddam-em.com to enter the required information.

Message and data rates may apply. Reply HELP for help, STOP to 
Opt-out.

Sign up for TEXT Alerts for the East Haddam Swing 
Bridge Rehabilitation Project!

For more information about any of our programs, 
please call the Haddam-Killingworth Recreation Dept. 

at 860-345-8334 or visit www.hkrec.com. 
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